
 

 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     April 25, 2021 

     Fourth Sunday of Easter 

     In-Person Worship 

     11:00 a.m.  

 

Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon. 

 

 

     Gathering 
 

 Welcome     Dr. Nita Crump 

 

 Greeting in the Name of Christ   

                 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

                                  The grace of the risen Christ be with you!  And also with you! 

   

 Voluntary                         Rhosymedre                                            Vaughan Williams 

  

 Call to Worship   Bill Stembridge 

  We are called to follow our Lord and our God, Jesus Christ.   

  We are called to worship the Savior that we acknowledge to be our Lord and our God. 

  We are called to worship through gathering as the body of Christ. 

  We are called to worship through acts of justice and mercy. 

  We are called to worship in word and deed.   

  Come, let us worship the risen Christ in this place. 

  Then let us go out to worship the risen Christ in the world around us. 

 

 Hymn of Praise                               Now the Green Blade Riseth FRENCH CAROL 

 

 Congregational Prayer  

  Lord, have mercy on us.   

  We talk about love, but our actions betray us. 

  We talk about love, but we neglect the poor, the sick, the destitute. 

  We talk about love, but we fail to love each other in such a way that people see Jesus’ love 

   for us, in us, and through us. 

  Lord, have mercy on us. 

  Forgive us.  Transform us. 

  We want our lives to show our love for Jesus Christ, our risen savior, in all that we 

   say and do. 

  Lord, have mercy on us. 

  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen.   

    

 Hymn   The God of Love My Shepherd Is Peek 

 

                             

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Proclaiming 
 

 Children’s Sermon    Rev. Julia Norman 
 

 Children’s Church    

 We invite the children who are registered for Children’s Church to exit at this time with Rev. 

 Julia Norman and volunteers.  After their lesson together the children will be escorted to the 

 Nursery.  Pickup will be done through the Nursery entrance by the playground after the service. 
 

 Prayer for Illumination      Alleluia ALLELUIA 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia… 
 

  Lord God, by the leading of your Spirit, help us to listen for your voice and follow in your way 

  as we worship through word and deed.  Open our hearts to hear both your written word  

  and your living, risen Word.  Let the words we hear and the Word we experience live in our  

  hearts today and always.  Amen.   
 

 Psalm                              Psalm 23 CRIMOND 
  

* Gospel     John 6:25-29                        

               This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

 Epistle      Acts 6:1-7 Rev. Paula Lewis 
 

 Sermon   Called to Serve Rev. Paula Lewis  

  In our families, everyone has a role to play. Someone’s job might be to take the dog for a walk.  

  Someone else might be responsible for cooking, while someone else is responsible for helping to  

  clean. Regardless, healthy families share the responsibilities of living. What is your role in the  

  family of God? 
     

     Responding 
      
 Prayer of Offering  

  How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the goods of the world and sees a brother or sister   

  in need, yet refuses to help? With love for God and neighbor, let us offer our lives and our tithes 

  to the Lord. 

  Gracious God, we give you thanks that you have shown us the meaning of love through  

  Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us.  Receive the gifts we offer today and use these gifts 

  of our lives and our tithes so that we are able to share love and hope with the world.  Amen. 
     

 Musical Offering       He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought HE LEADETH ME   
 

* Affirmation of Faith                                  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead;  

 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



 Call to Prayer   Rejoice the Lord is King                       DARWALL’S 148TH 

 Rejoice, the Lord is King!  Your Lord and King adore; 

 mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore. 

 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 

 

 Pastoral Prayer 

  Lord God, with boldness we approach your throne and offer our prayers. 

  God of goodness and mercy, hear our prayer. 

  We pray for the church in every place.  Gather us together and make us one in ministry and 

   mission to the world. 

  We pray for the nations of the world, including our own. 

  We pray for our community.  Strengthen those who work every day to heal the sick, welcome 

   the outcasts, and help brothers and sisters in need. 

  We pray for friends and loved ones.  Comfort all who are suffering and restore them, body, mind, 

   and soul. 

  Help us to keep your commandments and to love one another with the love of the risen Christ 

   who was willing to sacrifice himself for our good. 

  Hear us now as we pray the prayer taught to the disciples by your Son:  

      

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

     Sending Forth 
 

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

 Hymn of Purpose  Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY 

       

   Benediction and Sending Forth 

   May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and give 

  you peace.  Go in peace to serve Christ by serving the world. 

 

   Closing Voluntary   Allegro Moderato Mendelssohn 

  

* As you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 

 

Worship Leadership: 

Rev. Paula Lewis, Guest Preacher 

Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 

Bill Stembridge, Liturgist 

Beautiful Sheriff, Katie Trotter, Liturgists and Ensemble 

Katie Trotter, Choir Coordinator 

Sam McDaniel, Organist 

Caleb Esmond, Pianist 

 

Liturgy 

From adapted from Feasting on the Word, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning, and the 

United Methodist Book of Worship. 

 

Music 

Music is copied and streamed with permission: ONE LICENSE, License #A-712041. All rights reserved. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning


 

 

 

Giving, Contact Information, and Prayer Requests 

You can give in one of the following ways: online, auto-draft, or online bill-pay. 

We are thankful for your continued support of the calling and mission of our church as we strive to shine 

the light of Christ across our community and to help those in need.  

To give online go to mulberrymethodist.org/give. 

You may contact the church:  478-745-8601  P. O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202 

 

 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

The Committee Study 

Laugh and learn together about what being the Church really means… 

When and Where? Two options for your convenience!   

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Sundays at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom (sign up with church office, 745-8601) 

Led by Julia Magda. 

Who? Anyone and everyone! 

 April 25 – Episode 02: Reflecting the Community 

May 2 – Episode 03: Our Purpose 

May 9 – Episode 04: Evangelism 

 

 

North Central District Conference 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m. via ZOOM 

Our 2021 North Central District Conference is scheduled for Sunday, April 25, starting at 4:00 PM.  

Because of pandemic restrictions for large gatherings, we will hold this year's district conference by zoom 

webinar. You are invited to attend by using the link provided below. 

https://zoom.us/j/94348716272?pwd=cFBSREVPcnQzcXYrT2NhYXYwQkNWZz09#success 

 

 

 

Spiritual Gifts Study 

Sundays in May 

12:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Lunch will be served for the group after Sanctuary Worship ends. 

No advance reading required and no book to purchase! 

Call the church office to sign up (478) 745-8601.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Registration is open NOW! 

Join us the week of July 19-23rd from 9:00 a.m. - Noon for VBS!  

Kids from rising PreK - 5th grade are invited to participate!  

We also need great volunteers, so check the church website to help us that week  

or get your kids signed up!  www.mulberrymethodist.org/VBS 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fU0llLSTBUJJqua27xWmiTy-1qhPBWqWYo_dNvpCfM9dYqtFzWEcizvN10n-FDSQpamo7_5iJP8vOi5h5D3g1ZsJ792FL9VCungTuLjnRE-tiQcLcvByL43fS2vPbFOfauhgQmFpqUQYNq0rElmu1mplqJ3KJe1p&c=lDOKrlikf1xncnboeL0w0SzKPMMyLkvxf5plAzeZ5zzl5aEGl-anXA==&ch=0oFHE3lxWqsGoZqsN8whqOhpNs69ZyeKnJe0cjUj2euYrsoXWsJfcQ==
https://zoom.us/j/94348716272?pwd=cFBSREVPcnQzcXYrT2NhYXYwQkNWZz09#success
http://www.mulberrymethodist.org/VBS

