
Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     April 11, 2021 

     Second Sunday of Easter 

     Online Sanctuary Worship 

     11:00 a.m.  

 

Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon. 

 

Gathering 
 

  Welcome     Dr. Nita Crump 

 

    Greeting in the Name of Christ   

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

The grace of the risen Christ be with you! And also with you! 

       

    Call to Worship 

  It’s the Sunday after Easter; the butterflies and lilies are gone. 

  And we are alone in our faith. 

  Thomas said, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 

  of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  Easter is past and we are alone in our faith. 

  On this Sunday after Easter, help us grow into the faith that we confessed and celebrated 

  last week. 

  Reveal the evidence of your resurrection for the days when we feel that we are alone in 

  our faith, so that our faith dances again to God’s everyday presence. 

  Come, let us worship the living God who invites us into resurrection life! 

 

    Hymn of Praise                                     Thine Be the Glory JUDAS MACCABEUS 

 

   Congregational Prayer  

  You call us to be people of faith, yet we are often people with doubts. 

  We doubt that love can grow again in relationships where anger and bitterness reign. 

  You know the strength of love and the power of prayer, help us to be faithful in both. 

  We doubt that peace can come where hatred and racism reign. 

  You know that peace can grow, help us to be peacemakers. 

  We doubt that the hungry can be fed and believe that hopelessness and despair reign. 

  You know that there is enough food in the world, help us to be generous and faithful. 

  You specialize in possibilities.  You walked on water and invited Peter to do the same. 

  You forgive our sins and command us to forgive the sins of others against us. 

  You set the captives free.  We are included in that freedom.  We are set free to live in 

  the possibilities that faith, hope, and love can bring. 

  Give us faith, small as a mustard seed, so that we can be your faithful people,  

  believing in your power to save, your power to reign supreme, and believing that we can 

  share the good news of resurrection to a transformed life with everyone we meet. 

  We ask all this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

   Hymn                                           Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Harold Friedell 

 

                             

 

 

 



Proclaiming 
 

    Prayer for Illumination       Alleluia ALLELUIA 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia… 

 

  Resurrected God, though we have hidden ourselves in a locked room 

  and huddled together as ones who build barriers, 

  send your Living Word through our locked doors 

  and into our guarded hearts 

  that we might be witnesses of your grace 

  and couriers of your goodness. 

  By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  grant us the trust to believe the Gospel 

  not because we see it but because we have been seen by it  

  and transformed through it.  Amen. 

   

 Psalm              Blest Be the Tie that Binds DENNIS

    

* Gospel   John 20:19-31                           

                     This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon   A Step of Faith 

  The story of Thomas as a doubter is a reassuring story because it teaches that doubt does not  

  equal lack of faith but is instead a step (or many steps) on the pathway of faith.  How do we  

  approach doubt faithfully?   

     

     Responding 
      

    Prayer of Offering  

  Remember the first believers – who shared one heart and soul, held their possessions in common, 

  and distributed them to all in need.  In that same spirit, let us present our offerings at the feet of  

  the risen Lord. 

  Holy God, we give you thanks and praise for light and life and love, and – above all – the  

  presence of the living Lord among us.  By your Spirit who breathes within us, strengthen 

  our faith, use our gifts, and work in our lives to bear witness to the resurrection of Christ  

  our Lord, in whose name we pray.  Amen.   

     

Musical Offering         Breath on Me, Breath of God TRENTHAM       

 

* Affirmation of Faith                            The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead;  

 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

  



   Call to Prayer   Rejoice the Lord is King                     DARWALL’S 148TH 

 Rejoice, the Lord is King!  Your Lord and King adore; 

 mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore. 

 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 

 

 Pastoral Prayer 

  Living God, giver of life, hear us as we pray.  Pour out your blessings and send your spirit of 

  peace. 

  We pray for the church.  Let your church be a living sign of the healing of Christ, sharing the gift  

  of forgiveness and the gospel of reconciliation.   

  We pray for this community and this congregation.  Give us a vision of the common good: not  

  clinging to our own possessions but seeking the fullness of life for all as a testimony to Christ’s  

  resurrection.   

  We pray for those who live in the darkness of no faith. Keep us in the light of Christ so that we  

  may lead them into the light of Christ. 

  We pray for those who are suffering, including those whom we now call to mind….  

  We pray that our joy may be complete and our fellowship true so that we may live in the spirit 

  of peace to which you call all followers of Christ.     

  Hear us now as we pray the prayer taught to the disciples by your Son:  

      

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

     Sending Forth 
 

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

 Hymn of Purpose                         Praise to the Lord the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 

       

   Benediction and Sending Forth 

  Jesus said: “Peace be with you.  As the Father sent me, so I am now sending you.” 

  God believes in you.  The busy world awaits your compassion. 

  God believes in us. 

  Sometimes you will give your best yet fail. 

  God believes in us. 

  At other times you will succeed in spite of your stumbling. 

  God believes in us. 

  Go gladly, daring to succeed or fail to the glory of God, 

  and then at the very end, nothing shall dismay you. 

  God believes in us. 

  With Christ’s own breath with us, we shall travel as faithful believers. 

  The help of the saving Christ, the wisdom of the Living God, the support of the loving 

  Spirit, be with you every step of the way, now and always.   

    

* As you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 

 

Worship Leadership: 

Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 

Katie Trotter, Choir Coordinator 

Sam McDaniel, Organist 

Caleb Esmond, Pianist 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Liturgy 

From adapted from Feasting on the Word, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning, and the 

United Methodist Book of Worship. 

 

Music 

Music is copied and streamed with permission: ONE LICENSE, License #A-712041. All rights reserved. 

 

Giving, Contact Information, and Prayer Requests 

You can give in one of the following ways: online, auto-draft, or online bill-pay. 

We are thankful for your continued support of the calling and mission of our church as we strive to shine 

the light of Christ across our community and to help those in need.  

To give online go to mulberrymethodist.org/give. 

You may contact the church:  478-745-8601  P. O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202 

 

 

  

 

 

      
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers willing to teach and lead in Children's Ministry are needed. We have opportunities for leading 

Children's Church that requires one Sunday a month and weekly Sunday School teaching positions as well as 

substitutes. Parents, grandparents and really any adult who likes to spend time with elementary aged children 

are all welcome to participate in helping mold the faith of our youngest disciples!  Contact Julia Norman to let 

her know you are interested!  (jnorman@mulberrymethodist.org or 919-323-6626)  

  

The Committee Study 

Laugh and learn together about what being the Church really means… 

When and Where? Two options for your convenience!   

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Sundays at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom (sign up with church office, 745-8601) 

Led by Julia Magda. 

Who? Anyone and everyone! 

April 11 – Episode 00: Pilot 

April 18 – Episode 01: Hospitality 

April 25 – Episode 02: Reflecting the Community 

 

Grief Support Meeting 

Led by Naomi Rockafellow will meet Monday, April 12 at 4:00 p.m. in the Parlor. 

If you have any questions, please call Beth Smith, 719-9041. 

 

Combined Outside Worship with Communion  

Next Sunday, April 18 at 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Dr. Rick Lanford preaching. 

Please remember to wear a mask. 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fU0llLSTBUJJqua27xWmiTy-1qhPBWqWYo_dNvpCfM9dYqtFzWEcizvN10n-FDSQpamo7_5iJP8vOi5h5D3g1ZsJ792FL9VCungTuLjnRE-tiQcLcvByL43fS2vPbFOfauhgQmFpqUQYNq0rElmu1mplqJ3KJe1p&c=lDOKrlikf1xncnboeL0w0SzKPMMyLkvxf5plAzeZ5zzl5aEGl-anXA==&ch=0oFHE3lxWqsGoZqsN8whqOhpNs69ZyeKnJe0cjUj2euYrsoXWsJfcQ==
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