
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     March 21, 2021 

     Fifth Sunday in Lent 

     In-Person Outdoor Worship 

     10:00 a.m.  

 

Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon. 

 

 

     Gathering 
 
 

  Gathering Music   Tucker Poupard and NewRoom Praise Team 

 

   Welcome     Dr. Nita Crump 

 

    Greeting in the Name of Christ   

                 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

     And also with you. 

 

 Opening Hymn                              Crown Him with Many Crowns                                         DIADEMATA  

   

    Call to Confession   Dr. Nita Crump 

  In the gospel of John, a group of Greek people approach the disciples and say, 

   “We would like to see Jesus.” 

  The phrase, “I want to see Jesus,” feels like it should be my constant prayer. 

   Help me see Jesus.  I’d like to see Jesus.  Bring me closer to Jesus. 

  As we pray a prayer of confession this morning, may we take a moment to  

   recognize the distance between where we are and our desire to be 

   closer to Jesus.  

  May we take a moment to seek God, knowing that he is seeking us. 

  Join me in a prayer of confession as we take one step closer to God. 

 

  Prayer of Confession   Dr. Nita Crump 

  Gracious God, we want to see you.  

  We want to be known as the people who looked for Jesus. 

  We want to be the people who have your covenant written on our hearts. 

  Why do we feel so far away from that at times? 

  What went wrong?  Where did we lose our way? 

  Could you, once again, write on our fragile hearts? 

  We would be so grateful. 

  Amen. 

 

  Words of Forgiveness   Rev. Trevor Ward 

  Friends, despite our wonderings, despite our distractions, despite our willingness to sin, 

   we are known and loved by God. 

  Hear and believe the good news of the gospel. 

  Our fragile bones are held by the Great Creator. 

  Our fragile hearts are loved by the Great Creator. 

  Our willful spirits are forgiven by the Great Creator. 

  Today is a new day.  Again and again we are forgiven. 

  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

                      

 



                            Proclaiming 
 
 

 Children’s Church   Rev. Julia Norman 

 We invite the children who are registered for Children’s Church to exit at this time with Rev. 

 Julia Norman and volunteers.  The children will return to the service in time for communion. 

 
    Prayers for Illumination        George Dunn 

  Holy God, scripture tells us that your work is written on our hearts.  But we struggle to hear it. 

  Take us back to the beginning.  Remove all that distracts.  Clear away the cobwebs of doubt. 

  Show us how to look inside ourselves for your truth, and then write on our hearts once more. 

  We are listening.  Amen. 

   

 Old Testament Reading                              Jeremiah 31:31-34 Dr. Nita Crump 

 

    Homily    Dr. Nita Crump 

 

 Psalm                               Psalm 51:1-12 Ella Magda 

 

 Epistle Reading                             Hebrews 5:5-10 Rev. Trevor Ward 

 

    Homily                                                                                          Rev. Trevor Ward  

  

* Gospel                              John 12:20-33 Ella Magda 

                     This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

     

     Responding 

      

    The Great Thanksgiving     Dr. Nita Crump & Rev. Trevor Ward 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

  Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 In love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and become subject 

  to evil and death, your love remained steadfast. 

 You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the Easter feast, 

 that, renewed by your Word and Sacraments and fervent in prayer and works of justice 

  and mercy, 

 we may come to the fullness of grace that you have prepared for those who love you. 

 

 And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 

  and join their unending hymn: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

  glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

  Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time  

  to redeem the world. 

 He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in our likeness. 

 He humbled himself and became obedient until death, even death on a cross. 

 He took upon himself our sin and death and offered himself, a perfect sacrifice for the sin 

  of the whole world. 



 By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 

  delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by 

  water and the Spirit. 
  

 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke  

  the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is  

  given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples,  

  and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

  poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as 

  you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 

  praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s  

  offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world 

  the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

 By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all  

  the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly 

  banquet. 

 Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 

  glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
 

 And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray. 

        

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 Giving the Bread and Cup    
 

Sending Forth 

  

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship  Dr. Nita Crump 

 

 Hymn of Purpose  Great is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS 

       

 Benediction    Rev. Trevor Ward 

  Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.   

  Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, 

 in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

     
* As you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 

 

Worship Leadership: 

Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Trevor Ward, Associate Pastor 

Ella Magda and George Dunn, Liturgists 

Caleb Esmond and Camilla Packrof, Liturgists and Ensemble 

Katie Trotter, Choir Coordinator 

Sam McDaniel, Organist 

Caleb Esmond, Pianist 

Tucker Poupard and NewRoom Worship Team 



Liturgy 

Adapted from Feasting on the Word, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning, United 

Methodist Book of Worship, and Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are/A Sanctified Art 

LLC/sanctifiedart.org 

 

Music 

Music is copied and streamed with permission: ONE LICENSE, License #A-712041. All rights reserved. 

 

Giving, Contact Information, and Prayer Requests 

You can give in one of the following ways: online, auto-draft, or online bill-pay. 

We are thankful for your continued support of the calling and mission of our church as we strive to shine 

the light of Christ across our community and to help those in need.  

To give online go to mulberrymethodist.org/give. 

You may contact the church: 478-745-8601 P. O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Connect Through Christian Fellowship 

 Sundays at 10:00 a.m. during the 10:00 a.m. Sunday school hour by ZOOM.  

 THE DEATH OF JESUS 

Join a Lenten conversation with Rev. Sam Lamback and Rev. Creede Hinshaw 

All are welcome. 
 

Week Six – March 28, 2021 

How Methodists Teach and Understand the Death of Jesus 

 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708 

Meeting ID: 827 0202 5708    Passcode: 7458601 

Dial by your location +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
 

 

Children’s Church 

Children's Church is back in person for all children up to 5th grade! We are requesting pre-registration for 

Nursery and Children's Church here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445aaa82ca6f49-

nursery  Each family is asked to bring their PreK - 5th grader to the worship service of their choice and 

check in at the computer station. The group will exit before the sermon and have a lesson time together 

before playing in the nursery or outside. Nursery aged children (under PreK) can be checked in through 

the nursery gate and parents can pick up for both after the service from the Nursery gate by the 

playground.  

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fU0llLSTBUJJqua27xWmiTy-1qhPBWqWYo_dNvpCfM9dYqtFzWEcizvN10n-FDSQpamo7_5iJP8vOi5h5D3g1ZsJ792FL9VCungTuLjnRE-tiQcLcvByL43fS2vPbFOfauhgQmFpqUQYNq0rElmu1mplqJ3KJe1p&c=lDOKrlikf1xncnboeL0w0SzKPMMyLkvxf5plAzeZ5zzl5aEGl-anXA==&ch=0oFHE3lxWqsGoZqsN8whqOhpNs69ZyeKnJe0cjUj2euYrsoXWsJfcQ==
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708
tel:+1%20929%20205%206099
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445aaa82ca6f49-nursery
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445aaa82ca6f49-nursery


 
 

Palm Sunday Processional & Service 
March 28 – 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 
Holy Week Services 
March 29-31 – 12 Noon  

  Our guest preacher, Rev. Ben Gosden will lead us in worship each day at noon.  
 (sack lunches will be available for $5 to take with you after the service)   

 
"Wrestling with Jesus" 

Just when we think we have Jesus all figured out, he has a way of defying our expectations. No better 
example is found than in the last week of his life when the shadow of his death looms near. Over these 4 
sermons we will hear how Jesus takes what we think we know about justice, sacrifice, glory, and love and 
transforms them in the light of the cross he is preparing the bear. I can't wait to share this holiest of weeks 
with you! 

 
Monday, March 29 

"Jesus & Justice" (John 12:1-11) 
 

Tuesday, March 30 
"Jesus & Sacrifice" (John 12:20-26) 

 
Wednesday, March 31 

"Jesus & Glory" (John 13:21-32) 
  

Maundy Thursday Service 
April 1 – 6:30 PM 

 Rev. Ben Gosden, Preaching 
"Jesus & Love"  

John 13:1-17, 33-35 
 

Good Friday 
Praying the Stations of the Cross  

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM – Sanctuary - (drop in at your convenience) 
   

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 3 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM – Coleman Hill 
In case of rain, Easter Egg Hunt will be cancelled. 

 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 
April 4 – 7:00 AM – Coleman Hill 

  
Easter Sunday Butterfly Release 

April 4 – 10:30 AM – Mulberry Courtyard 
During Children’s Church 

 
Easter Sunday Services 

April 4 
Reservations will be required for the Easter Sunday Services. 

Link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445AAA82CA6F49-worship 
8:30 AM – Sanctuary     
9:00 AM – NewRoom   
 11:00 AM – Sanctuary   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445AAA82CA6F49-worship

