
Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     February 21, 2021 

     First Sunday in Lent 

     Online Sanctuary Worship 

     11:00 a.m.  

 

Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon. 

 

     Gathering 
 

 Welcome     Dr. Nita Crump 

 

    Greeting in the Name of Christ   

                 The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

   

    Call to Worship 

  God meets us in the night –  

  Before the sun rises, before there are answers. 

  God meets us in the light –  

  Where there is joy and laughter, where people gather around the table. 

  God meets us at the threshold – 

  At the edge of the water, at the beginning of the wilderness, at the start of something new, 

   on the edge of faith. 

  And if God meets us in those places, then surely, we are not alone.  God is all around.  

  Let us worship the God who is with us in the here and now.  

 

 Opening Hymn Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday’s Ashes                        BEACH SPRING  
 

 Prayer of the Day  

  Holy God, we know that again and again, you meet us where we are. 

  Your love knows no bounds, which is hard for us to understand and easy for us to forget. 

  We remember that we are not alone. 

  We once again ask for your grace to hold us in that holy reminder. 

  Holy God, who meets us where we are – there is nowhere we can go that you are not. 

  How we long for a deeper relationship with you even as we live like you are nowhere to be  

   found. 

  Forgive our self-centered ways.  Remind us that in every breath, every step, you are there. 

  You are the God who meets us where we are.  Before and behind, above and below, within and 

   around.  Amen.  

 

     Proclaiming 

 

    Prayers for Illumination       Spirit of the Living God SPIRIT OF GOD 

  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 



 

  Holy God, as we prepare to read scripture, we pray that you will meet us here. 

  Meet us in our hope and our heartache, our fear and our joy. 

  Even if we do not hear the words, “This is my beloved,” ringing in our ears, 

  We trust that you are near.  By your Spirit, keep us always running toward you, our heart. 

  Gratefully we pray.  Amen. 

 

    Anthem   To Travel on the Rugged Path ELKHORN TAVVERN 

 

 Old Testament Reading  Genesis 9:8-17 

 

 Psalm    Psalm 25:1-10  

 

 Epistle Reading  1 Peter 3:18-22  

  

 Gospel   Mark 1:9-15     

      This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  Again and Again, God Keeps His Promises 

  God has promised to meet us where we are and pour grace after grace over us when we  

  acknowledge our need for him and receive his grace.  Show us your ways, Lord.  Remember 

  your great mercy and love.  Help us to become people who keep the demands of your  

  covenant so that you remain loving and faithful toward us. 

 
 

     Responding 
 

 Prayer of Offering    

  God of steadfast love and faithfulness, we are humbled as we try to do what is right and to walk 

  in your ways.  Receive, we ask, these offerings, and use them for your own good purposes in the 

  church and in all creation.  We pray in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 Musical Offering  Thou Hidden Love of God VATER UNSER 

 

 Affirmation of Faith   

  We are not alone, we live in God's world.  

  We believe in God: who has created and is creating,  who has come in Jesus, the Word  

   made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

  We trust in God. 

  We are called to be the Church: 

     to celebrate God's presence, to love and serve  others, to seek justice and resist evil,  

   to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

  In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 

  We are not alone. 

     Thanks be to God. Amen. 

   

    Call to Prayer    Kyrie     TAIZE KYRIE 

                      “Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie Eleison”   

               “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.” 

 

 



 Prayers of Intercession 

  Steadfast God, thank you for sheltering us in the storms of life. 

  Thank you for ministering to us through angels seen and unseen in times that test us. 

  Thank you for claiming us as a people beloved forever. 

  Because of your great love and care for us, we trust you in our brightest joys and deepest 

   needs. 

  Hear our prayers, we ask, for the deep needs of the world.   

  Because of your great love and care for us, we trust you. 

  We are bold to ask for help when we are confused, lost, or afraid. 

  Because of your great love and care for us, we trust you. 

  We are eager to ask for healing for our bodies and minds, whether wounded, ill, or recovering. 

  Because of your great love and care for us, we trust you. 

  In the midst of death and grief, even though we are weary, we return again and again, praying 

   for comfort. 

  Because of your great love and care for us, we trust you. 

  We desire to hear your voice of love, to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and to see you clearly. 

  Lead us to serve others faithfully as disciples of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

    

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

     Sending Forth 
 

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

 Hymn of Purpose       Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days ST. FLAVIAN 

 

 Benediction 

  God meets us where we are.  We are not alone.  God is all around.  Go now into the world to  

  share the news that God is with us in the darkness of the night and in the light of day.  Amen. 

   

      

 
 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 

 

 

Worship Leadership: 

Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 

Madeleine Londa, Katie Trotter, Luke Baker, Caleb Esmond, Sam McDaniel, Liturgists and Ensemble 

Katie Trotter, Choir Coordinator 

Sam McDaniel, Organist 

Caleb Esmond, Pianist 

 

 

 

 



Liturgy 

From adapted from Feasting on the Word, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning, United 

Methodist Book of Worship, and Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are/A Sanctified Art 

LLC/sanctifiedart.org 

 

Music 

Music is copied and streamed with permission: ONE LICENSE, License #A-712041. All rights reserved. 

 

Giving, Contact Information, and Prayer Requests 

You can give in one of the following ways: online, auto-draft, or online bill-pay. 

We are thankful for your continued support of the calling and mission of our church as we strive to shine 

the light of Christ across our community and to help those in need.  

To give online go to mulberrymethodist.org/give. 

You may contact the church:  478-745-8601  P. O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect Through Christian Fellowship 

 Sundays at 10:00 a.m. during the 10:00 a.m. Sunday school hour by ZOOM.  

 THE DEATH OF JESUS 

Join a Lenten conversation with Rev. Sam Lamback and Rev. Creede Hinshaw 

All are welcome. 
 

Week Two – February 28, 2021 

The Garden of Gethsemane 

Mark 14:26-52; Matthew 26:30-46; Luke 22:39-53; John 18:1-11 
 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708 

Meeting ID: 827 0202 5708    Passcode: 7458601 

Dial by your location +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

 Lenten Children’s Church 

We will have Children's Church for all kids up to 5th grade at both the 9:00 a.m. NewRoom and the 11:00 

a.m. Sanctuary Services. We are asking that you pre-register here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445AAA82CA6F49-nursery 

  Please contact Julia if you have any questions or if you would like to volunteer to help with this 

ministry. 

 

Leadership Retreat 

Saturday, March 6 – Fellowship Hall/ZOOM 

10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

All current leaders of the church, those who are new and those who are continuing, and staff are invited to 

participate in the retreat. Please call or email Linda (745-8601 or lparker@mulberrymethodist.org) to let 

her know if you can be present and if you plan to be in person or virtual. Please respond by Monday, 

March 1.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fU0llLSTBUJJqua27xWmiTy-1qhPBWqWYo_dNvpCfM9dYqtFzWEcizvN10n-FDSQpamo7_5iJP8vOi5h5D3g1ZsJ792FL9VCungTuLjnRE-tiQcLcvByL43fS2vPbFOfauhgQmFpqUQYNq0rElmu1mplqJ3KJe1p&c=lDOKrlikf1xncnboeL0w0SzKPMMyLkvxf5plAzeZ5zzl5aEGl-anXA==&ch=0oFHE3lxWqsGoZqsN8whqOhpNs69ZyeKnJe0cjUj2euYrsoXWsJfcQ==
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708
tel:+1%20929%20205%206099
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445AAA82CA6F49-nursery
mailto:lparker@mulberrymethodist.org

