Windsor Park Baptist Church: Philosophy on Worship
(Scriptures on page 2)


We must accept that this creative pulse within us is God’s creative pulse itself.
…Joseph Chilton Pearce (American Academic)


At Windsor Park we desire individuals and the gathered Body of Christ to wholly love God, to fully follow Christ, and to passionately embrace Christ's mission in our world.  By coming together, the body of Christ is edified, equipped and encouraged to fully embrace worship as a lifestyle (Colossians 3:17, 23).

We encourage diversity in our corporate gatherings and desire to follow the biblical mandate to express our worship in new and fresh ways (e.g. Psalm 33:3).  Thus our worship is God-centred (Revelation 19:10, 1 Chronicles 16:29, Psalm 95:6-7, Psalm 100:2, Matthew 4:10), embraces all of life as an act of worship (Romans 12:1-2, 1 Corinthians 6:19), and enthusiastically embraces the coming together of the Body of Christ in united expressions of worship (Hebrews 10:24-25, Psalm 40:3, 96:1, 98:1, 149:1). 

Our corporate worship will be creative and authentic in its purpose and transparent in its presentation.  We will worship with an intent to incorporate both the old and new in intentional ways that honour one another.  We will be true and relevant within our culture.  Our corporate worship may involve the use of multiple worship arts, implementing each with stylistic integrity.  This demands a commitment to proper preparation that achieves a level of what author and pastor John Piper calls ‘undistracting excellence.’  We resonate with Piper’s thoughts, ‘We will try to sing and play and pray and preach in such a way that people's attention will not be diverted from the substance by shoddy ministry or by excessive finesse, elegance or refinement.  Natural, undistracting excellence will let the truth and beauty of God shine through.  We will invest in equipment good enough to be undistracting in transmitting heartfelt truth.’ 
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Scripture References:

Colossians 3:17: ‘Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.’

Colossians 3:23: ‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.’

Psalm 33:3 ‘Sing to him a new song; play skilfully, and shout for joy.’

Revelation 19:10: ‘At this I fell at his feet to worship him.’

1 Chronicles 16:29: ‘Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him.  Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness.’

Psalm 95:6-7 ‘Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.’

Psalm 100:2 ‘Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.’

Matthew 4:10 ‘Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me, Satan!  For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’’

Romans 12:1-2 ‘Therefore I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God - this is your true and proper worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.’

1 Corinthians 6:19 ‘Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God.’

Hebrews 10:24-25 ‘And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching.’

Psalm 40:3 ‘He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.  Many will see and fear the Lord and put their trust in him.’

Psalm 96:1 ‘Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.’

Psalm 98:1 ‘Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things; his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.’

Psalm 149:1 ‘Praise the Lord. Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of his faithful people.’
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