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Blessings on the journey as we discover what it means 
to grow together for God’s glory and thrive!

T
his journey builds on our 2019 series, ‘In\Visible: Faith and Life in New 
Zealand.’ Over 33 weeks we used the biblical image of exile to help 
us understand that the faith landscape in New Zealand has changed 

significantly, as highlighted by the 2018 McCrindle report, Faith and Belief in 
New Zealand. In light of the changed attitudes towards religion, spirituality 
and Christianity in New Zealand, the way forward for the church in New 
Zealand needs to be very different to how it has been in the past. The call for 
the church is to be a people who are more visibly and authentically living out 
its life in God as we embrace a gospel vision of His transforming love.

As we renewed an understanding of what it means to be the church, to be the 
people of God, engaging in our local communities in new and creative ways, 
evidencing the life of God, together, we see the journey this year as a time of 
great opportunity and potential for the church in New Zealand to Thrive. Over 
28 weeks we’re seeking to discover what it means to become such a church as 
we journey together through the following sections:

THRIVE | JESUS ASKS US  
[Term 1 - eight weeks] 
focusing on and 
responding to questions 
Jesus asked in the 
gospels.

THRIVE | TOGETHER  
[Term 2 - six weeks] 
journeying through the 
book of Nehemiah, re-
envisioning the church.

THRIVE | IN CHRIST 
[Term 3 - four weeks] 
focusing on 1 Corinthians 
1-4, contrasting Jesus’ 
way of strength, wisdom, 
unity and humility with 
worldly values. 

THRIVE | WHO WE ARE 
[Term 3 - four weeks] 
focusing on who we are 
as the Baptist whānau in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

THRIVE | FREEDOM  
[Term 4 - four weeks] 
journeying through 
Galatians looking at the 
freedom that comes 
from life in Christ. 

THRIVE | LOVE AND MERCY  
[Term 4 - two weeks] 
exploring the message 
of Hosea.
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Baptist Church
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PART THREE OF OUR THRIVE JOURNEY 
THROUGH 1 CORINTHIANS 1-4 IN FOUR WEEKS

O
ur six week journey through Nehemiah 
(Part 2 of Thrive) has set the foundations 
for our renewal of the church as a 

worshipping community that is living by 
God’s word, evidencing the life of God 
to our surrounding community. However, 
the last week of Nehemiah hinted at the 
ongoing nature of that journey with its focus 
on, ‘Remembering God and His Ways: A 
Continuous Task for His People.’ One of 
the strange aspects we note by the end 
of Nehemiah is the incompleteness of the 
story – a story that began with hope but 
ended in disappointment, highlighting 
the inability of God’s people to be living 
God’s ways in themselves. In many ways, 
this ending is prophetically pointing at the 
need for one who is able to live according 
to God’s ways. It’s pointing towards Jesus 
– the one who is fully human, fully divine, 
becoming both the revelation of God and 
the means of salvation, through Jesus’ 
perfect human response of obedience to 
God, on our behalf! 

Now living in times after Jesus’ incarnation, 
Part 3 of our Thrive journey through the 
first four chapters of 1 Corinthians invites us 
to turn our focus towards the risen Jesus, 
proclaiming the wisdom and power of 
God, in and through Jesus Christ. Living 
‘In Christ,’ in His power, wisdom, unity and 
humility helps us to continue growing in 
his likeness, live according to his ways and 
thrive as his people today.

This booklet is designed to help resource 
our journey, providing an overview of 
Part 3 of Thrive (including scriptures where 
applicable) and helping us to renew our life 
in Christ, essential to our understanding of 
what it means to Thrive as God’s people in 
our western context today.



THRIVE 
IN CHRIST
The church in Corinth was 
planted by the Apostle Paul 
during his initial eighteen month 
visit in 51-52AD (see Acts 18). 
His first letter, written around 
54AD was written to address 
problems in the church that he 
later heard about (eg divisions, 
sexual immorality, marriage, 
freedom and worship gatherings 
and understanding of the 
resurrection). Paul’s writing seeks 
to bring Jesus back into focus, 
where the values and practices of 
the church had been influenced 
by the worldly Greek/Roman 
culture around them. 
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1 Corinthians 1:18-31

“For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 

—1 Corinthians 1:25

Christ’s power is different to the world’s 
understanding of power. In 1 Corinthians 1 
we see Paul contrasting the world’s idea of 
strength with God’s ‘strength in weakness.’ 

When Jesus became like us and entered 
into his world we were provided with a 
revelation of God. In other words, God 
is who God has revealed himself to be in 
Jesus Christ  —self-emptying, self-sacrificing, 
self-denying, self-effacing—attributes which 
are seen as weak and foolish from our 
world’s perspective, yet are the wisdom and 
power of God. As we live in Christ, growing 
in his likeness, we too will see our lives 
becoming more selfless! 

The message of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 
1 Corinthians 1:18

questions 
to reflect on...
1. What does the world today consider 

the means of power and wisdom?

2. How do we gently pull at the 
weak foundations of these forms 
of human wisdom and power and 
show a different way—the way of 
Christ crucified?

3. What changes do we need to 
personally make to be making evident 
God’s ‘strength in weakness.’?

WEEK 1 THRIVE IN CHRIST’S POWER 
(CHRIST CRUCIFIED)

WHEN JESUS BECAME LIKE US AND ENTERED INTO HIS WORLD 
WE WERE PROVIDED WITH A REVELATION OF GOD.

GROWING TOGETHER FOR GOD’S GLORY
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1 Corinthians 2:1-16 / 1:18-2:5

“we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden 
and that God destined for our glory before time began.” 

—1 Corinthians 2:7

Christ’s wisdom is different to the world’s 
understanding of human wisdom / 
knowledge / philosophy. In 1 Corinthians 2 
we see Paul contrasting the world’s idea of 
wisdom with God’s ‘foolish wisdom.’

Wisdom of God to see and understand the 
significance of Christ-crucified (foolishness 
and weakness to the world) comes 
through inspiration of the Spirit. There 
is a connection between the Cross and 
the Spirit which is needed for discerning 
the mind of Christ and accordingly for 
our ongoing spiritual formation journey 
towards maturity in Christ.

questions 
to reflect on...
1. How do we encourage the work of 

the Spirit to bring revelation to the 
mysteries of God (Christ-crucified)?

2. What space do we need to create 
to help our communities discern the 
mind of Christ in community?

3. How do we celebrate the work of 
the Spirit, helping transform our lives 
with downward mobility (rather than 
continue to be worldly, mere infants 
in Christ)? 

WEEK 2 THRIVE IN CHRIST’S WISDOM 
(SPIRIT-INSPIRED)

WISDOM OF GOD TO SEE 
AND UNDERSTAND THE 

SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST-
CRUCIFIED COMES THROUGH 
INSPIRATION OF THE SPIRIT.
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1 Corinthians 3:1-23

“Each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other than the 
one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 

silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is.” 
—1 Corinthians 3:10-13

Christ rewards unity. Paul describes the 
valuable work of unity in Christ, like 
gold, silver and costly stones, in contrast 
to wasted efforts which are likened to 
hay and straw. We are called to work 
together in building God’s kingdom, not 
in competition with each other. We will be 
tested and rewarded for our work. 

Making use of plant, temple and building 
imagery, Paul shows that God owns the 
church and God inhabits the church. The 
church is the locus of God’s presence 
on earth. As the church, our lives and 
ministry of downward mobility reflect the 
unity we have in Christ and evidence the 
life of God to the world. Foolishness and 
weakness of Christ-crucified is revealed in 
the life of his people, conformed to the 
image of Christ-crucified.

“The one who plants and the one who 
waters have one purpose, and they will 
each be rewarded according to their 
own labour. For we are co-workers in 
God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s 
building.” —1 Corinthians 3:8-9.

questions 
to reflect on...
1. How do our lives reflect a ministry of 

downward mobility?

2. What aspects of our lives need 
offering to God in order for us to 
conform to His image?

3. How do our relationships with others 
reflect our oneness in Christ?

WEEK 3 THRIVE IN CHRIST’S UNITY

GROWING TOGETHER FOR GOD’S GLORY
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1 Corinthians 4:1-20

“God will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose 
the motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their praise from God.” 

—1 Corinthians 4:5

Christ celebrates humility. Paul addresses 
the problem of prideful leadership 
and again points us to the humility 
of a suffering, crucified Saviour. He 
recaps the themes of foolishness and 
wisdom; weakness and strength; honour 
and dishonour (v10), and goes about 
challenging Christians who have drawn 
their leadership values from the world, 
instead of Jesus. Although we are shamed 
and persecuted in this world, there is an 
eternal reward as we continue to humble 
ourselves before God, trusting in His 
power and wisdom.

“This, then, is how you ought to regard 
us: as servants of Christ.” 
—1 Corinthians 4:1

questions 
to reflect on...
1. What does it mean for us to humble 

ourselves before God?

2. How are our lives reflecting greater 
humility as we continue growing 
in Christ?

WEEK 4 THRIVE IN CHRIST’S 
HUMILITY

ALTHOUGH WE ARE SHAMED AND PERSECUTED IN THIS WORLD, THERE IS 
AN ETERNAL REWARD AS WE CONTINUE TO HUMBLE OURSELVES BEFORE 

GOD, TRUSTING IN HIS POWER AND WISDOM.
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Visit www.pressingon.org.nz to get access to these resources:

WEEKLY BIBLE READING SUBSCRIPTION

Receive weekly Bible readings and reflections delivered straight to 
your inbox! At the start of every week, we send scripture readings 
accompanied by guide questions or reflections that you can either use 
for your own personal reflection or discuss with your small group. This 
is a great way to prepare you for the coming Sunday and give you a 
richer understanding of the Thrive topic unpacked during the sermon.

RIGHT NOW MEDIA “The Netflix of Christian Bible Study.”

To equip you in your spiritual formation we’d like to provide you with 
free access to a huge, streaming, online, access-on-any-device library 
of over 10,000 video Bible studies, leadership videos, kids shows 
and more. You’ll discover thousands of video resources for all ages 
and stages of life, to help you with parenting, marriage, leadership, 
discipleship and more!
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