
Euthanasia

Dying with dignity, murder, 

or…?



Basic Definitions

Euthanasia means ‘good (or happy) death.’ Euthanasia means the 

deliberate act of intending or choosing a painless death for the 

humane purpose of ending the agony of someone who suffers 

from incurable disease or injury. There are two kinds of 

euthanasia: active and passive. The former is taking a life to 

avoid suffering, and the latter is simply allowing death to occur 

in order to avoid suffering. Euthanasia can be either voluntary

or non voluntary. In the former the patient consents to death, 

and in the latter they do not. The death can be self-caused or 

caused by another. In the former case it is a form of suicide, 

and in the latter case it is a homicide. Those subjected to 

humanly initiated death can be young or old. The former is 

infanticide and the latter is generally just called euthanasia



A Hypothetical

What should we do to a person who is caught in a burning building 

and begs to be shot before they actually burn to death? Most 

humane persons would shoot a horse trapped in a burning barn. 

Why should a human not be treated as humanely as an animal? 

Or when a terribly deformed baby is born and suddenly stops 

breathing, is the doctor morally obliged to resuscitate it? Would 

it not be more merciful to let it die? Again, perhaps a person with 

an incurable disease is being kept alive only by a machine. If the 

plug is pulled she will die; if she lives it will only be artificially in a 

kind of ‘vegetative’ state. These and many similar situations are 

faced every day around the world and focus the ethical problem 

inherent in euthanasia and infanticide (the killing of [deformed] 

infants).



Active Euthanasia -

‘Mercy Killing’
In active euthanasia, a physician or a friend causes 
death (perhaps by injecting a toxin or by shooting the 

patient) though for merciful reasons. 

Arguments cited against active euthanasia
There is no moral right to kill: Gen 1.27.

Suffering has a purpose: James 1.2-4; Heb 12.11.

There is no price tag on a human life: Mark 8.36.

The end does not justify the means: Overlooks the 
intrinsic value of human life. 

Humans are not animals: Once we reduce human beings 
to animals, then a host of evils follows logically, including 
human experimentation, killing AIDS victims, and even 

genocide.



Passive Euthanasia -

‘Letting Die’
Passive euthanasia is when we allow someone to die of 

natural means and there are cases where this is 
morally acceptable to the Christian worldview. 

Withholding unnatural means of sustaining life is not 
always wrong. 

Here are a few guidelines.
When extraordinary human efforts are prolonging death
rather than life:

Keeping a comatose person who has an incurable
disease alive on a machine when they are irreversibly
dying is unnecessary: (Gen 2.16-17; Rom 5.12).

The disease must be irreversible:

The patient has veto power:

A collective decision: (Num 35.30; Prov 24.6; 2 Cor 12.9).



A Case Study: What do you 

do and why?
Your 65 year old father is diagnosed with lymph cancer and is told

he will die from it, however, the doctor cannot say how long he
has to live. What the doctor does inform you of is the fact that in
the latter stages of the condition your father will experience
immense pain and while morphine and other drugs can dull the
pain, it is nevertheless an excruciating ordeal. This could go on
for weeks or months.

Your father has always been an active, outdoorsy, ‘man’s-man.’
The thought of being dependent on his family is hard for him to
bear. Added to that the indignity of loosing all control of his
body, of undergoing excruciating pain for weeks, and slowly
dying a horrible death is almost too much for him to take. He
asks you, his oldest child, to end his life now, while he is fit and
healthy, in order to spare his family the pain of watching him die
and to spare himself the agonising ordeal of a slow death. He
asks you to take his life now.



Inspiring Examples

Morrie Schwartz.

The lessons of 

vulnerability.

The lessons of 

community.

The lessons of 

dependence.

A Secular Example



Inspiring Examples

Marva Dawn

Sickness, suffering, 

and loss

Hope, grace, and 

love.

How the Psalms 

help.

A Christian Example



Inspiring Examples

D.A. Carson

Evil and suffering, 

dying and death.

God’s sovereignty 

and providence.

The cross of Christ. 

A Christian Example



Uninspiring Examples: Philip 

Nitschke – ‘Dr Death’

The Peaceful Pill Handbook 

enables readers to 

compare for themselves 

the benefits of various 

options such as:

Nembutal from Mexico, 

Helium and the Exit Bag, 

prescription drugs, 

carbon monoxide,

cyanide and, of course,

the DIY ‘Peaceful Pill.’ 



But…There is No Peaceful 

Pill!
The ‘PP’ is an urban myth

It has been called the ‘Drion Pill’ (after a Dutch 

judge of that name who pushed the idea in the 

l990s), the ‘LastWillPill’ and – much more popularly 

recently — the ‘Peaceful Pill’.

As such a lethal pill does not yet exist, the term has 

come to mean any form of painless, quick, dignified 

death which the patient wishes to have. It is a 

metaphor, not an object.

…Nitschke’s book is banned in Australia and NZ –

thank God!



A Few Details on ‘Pill’s

The most deadly substance on the market is 

pentobarbital (often called Nembutal commercially) 

that is a barbiturate and powerful sleep-aid. It is 

usually the substance used in medical euthanasia 

where that action is legal. Worldwide, it is always on 

prescription, which few doctors will write because its 

connection with suicide is notorious. Even with 

pentobarbital’s high toxicity, it is still necessary to 

take in nine grams of it to ensure certain death –

hardly pill popping!



Or Euthanasia for Sale

The woman was not 

terminally ill, but 

depressed and badly 

crippled after years of 

addiction to prescription 

drugs.

There is growing 

evidence that she paid 

an American woman 

$12,000 to fly to 

Auckland to help her 

die.



Or Ian Crutchley: Devoted 

Son or Murderer?
Crutchley took it upon 

himself to administer his 

77 year old mother with 

extra morphine. 

He says he was trying to 

ease her pain. 

Police say he was 

attempting to murder her 

and a Hamilton jury 

agreed.  He was found 

guilty of attempted 

murder.



Or Lesley Martin

Leslie Martin

Illegal

Immoral

Brutal

Conflict

Aggressive 

A Humanist 

Example



Leslie & Sermon on Mount

Leslie’s Case

1. Individuals are 

independent and 

autonomous.

2. Utilitarianism – value is 

measured by usefulness.

3. Individuals have the right to 

make good and bad 

choices.

Sermon on Mount
1. We are dependent on God.  

Blessedness comes from 
following God’s will.

2. All human beings are of 
intrinsic value, each 
equally special to God, 
made in His image.

3. Outside of God we are not 
good.  In this state we are 
under the law and will be 
judged.  God dictates what 
is good



Leslie & Sermon on Mount

4. Dr Nitschke believes 

the right to life is in the 

hands of the 

individual.

5. Respect for persons 

(self-determination)

6. Suffering is wrong

4. Holiness means obedience 
to God, His commands, 
Christ’s indwelling and 
enabling us to obey 
through the Holy Spirit.  
Our life is not our own.  
Matt 6:33.

5. Respect for God, He 
determines our paths.  “Be 
God pleasers, rather than 
man pleasers”.  

6. We are blessed when we 
suffer, God strengthens us, 
we mature, we are “salt 
and light” to the world.  Our 
personal comfort is not 
central, God’s kingdom is.



Theological Considerations

1. God’s sovereignty

2. Human dignity

3. Evil, Sin, and the Fall

4. The ‘benefits’ of suffering 

5. The cross of Jesus Christ 

6. The ‘already- and-the-not-yet’

7. Others? 



Thinking Theologically




