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As an organisation, we believe that child education is crucial if we are to see 

transformation in both the lives of individuals and the communities in which they live. 

The Child Sponsorship Programme was developed to put this belief into action. We 

currently support 12 children in 5 different schools throughout West Bengal but are 

looking to significantly develop this area of our work in the coming years.  

 

The Impact of Covid-19 on the Child Sponsorship Programme  

The Covid-19 pandemic resulted in, and is still causing, global disruption at every level. 

In India, the government announced a full lockdown at the end of March 2020, which 

meant the closure of all schools. Throughout 2020, we saw a gradual unlocking, but 

most schools remain closed to ‘in person’ teaching. A few of the private schools have 

been able to shift to online learning, and others have tried to get some classwork to 

students that they can complete at home, but the vast majority have missed an entire 

year of formal learning. In the past month, we have seen some schools opening to 

students who are in exam-critical stages of their education, and we hope that more 

students will be able to resume their learning in the coming months, should the Covid 

situation remain stable.  

 

The Children 

Each child in the programme has remained safe and well during the pandemic and 

most have been able to maintain a degree of contact with their school and complete 

classwork remotely. Without exception, they are all missing having contact with their 

friends and are ready to get back to the classroom! As restrictions on social gathering 

ease in the country, we have been able to arrange face-to-face meetings with 6 of the 

children, along with their mothers:  

 

Priya, Riya and Shreya (below, left to right) attend St Peter’s Hostel, a Bengali medium 

school and hostel in a rural location, 55km southeast of Kolkata. Whilst it is tough for 

them to be apart from their mother, for 

other safety reasons, the educational 

needs of these girls are best served 

through hostel placement. The girls 

have high aspirations, with Shreya 

looking to study medicine, Priya 

wanting to practice law, and Riya with 

her sights set on nursing! 



Raj and Kushbu (right) both attend Dhuliyan 

Town Day School in Murshidabad.  

 

Raj (12) enjoys Maths and would like to own and 

manage his own shop. In his spare time, he loves 

to play cricket. Kushbu (5) is just starting out on 

her academic journey. She is a shy and kind girl 

who enjoys playing with her friends and 

watching cartoons!  

 

Subhranil (left) has been attending St Paul’s Day 

School in Kolkata for the past 6 years. It is an 

English Medium School, affiliated with one of the 

toughest exam boards in the country. 

Throughout lockdown, Subhranil has been 

attending online classes and preparing for his 

end of year exams. He prefers science to 

language and would like to be a scientist who 

specialises in robotics! He enjoys a good game 

of football with his friends when he is not 

studying. 

 

As the schools slowly reopen and we are able to access progress records, we will 

endeavour to demonstrate the impact of the sponsorship programme on educational 

development. We will also introduce you to the other 6 children! 

 

Finance 

We are grateful for your financial support of the Child Sponsorship Programme. We 

want to assure you that your generosity is handled wisely and is benefitting some of 

the most vulnerable children. The table below summarises the income and expenditure 

for the first full three quarters of the 2020/21 academic and financial year. Q4 figures 

are accurate as of 31 January 2021. All figures are in Indian Rupees. Please note that, 

due to Covid-19, expenditure was significantly less than anticipated.   

 

 INCOME EXPENDITURE BALANCE 

   ₹48,401 

Q1 ₹0 ₹55,425 -₹7,024 

Q2 ₹175,475 ₹74,574 ₹93,877 

Q3 ₹46,649 ₹26,175 ₹114,351 

Q4 ₹0 ₹77,502 ₹36,849 



Future: From Freeset to Joyya 

In 2021, we are excited to be launching our new organisation, Joyya. We want to assure 

you however, that we remain committed to the well-being of the children that have 

been enrolled in the Freeset sponsorship programme.  

 

We are conducting a review of our processes and policies to ensure that the Child 

Sponsorship programme is robust and sustainable. We then aim to expand the scheme 

to ensure that every child in our neighbourhood communities can benefit from a good 

education. We recognise that communication in the existing programme has fallen 

short, so are putting measures in place to ensure regular and meaningful 

communication with those invested in the lives of these children.   

 

Thank you for supporting this life and community changing programme and we 

will keep you up to date with our plans and progress! 


