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There is a time for everything, and a season for everything under the heavens. 

 

[Wisdom literature] Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified … for the Lord your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. 

 

Deuteronomy 31:6 
 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 
 

[Jesus] John 16:33 
 

 
 
1. A few thoughts. 
2. Service morning location and times. 
3. Sunday evening. 
4. Your generosity. 
5. Contact me. 
 
 

1. A few thoughts 
 
Fourteen months ago, ‘Roadmaps’ became part of our communication methods as we sought 
to share with you our thoughts as we navigated our way out of the COVID-19 pandemic, with 
all the challenges that had brought us, especially bang on twelve months ago (remember, 

vaccine mandates with all that anger and frustration    ). The first roadmap was sent on 3rd 
December 2021, followed by 6 others with the last one being sent on the 13th September 
2022. We always intended to write the last one in January 2023, but never quite finished it. 
Just as well! Like many of you, on Friday 27th January 2023, our Mairangi Bay campus 
experienced ‘water inundation’ like we’ve never seen since taking over the site 27 years ago. 
Our first concern was people, and we acknowledge the trauma and displacement that many of 
you are experiencing – we’ve sought to be responsive to people and their homes before we 
worried too much about a church building – no one lives here, and the church is its people. 
 
When we started looking at the Mairangi Bay buildings, it became clear that the damage to 
75% of our rooms was more extensive than we thought (including the Auditorium). While 
insurance is taking care of repairing the damage, we have been told that it will be at least 3 
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months before we will be able to enter the damaged spaces, which are now classed as a 
construction site, and are off limits for use. So, 3 months, plus. Hopefully less! 
 
So, we aren’t finished with Roadmaps! A new challenge has reared its head for us to navigate 
our way through, and we’re so grateful for your patience and support as we make plans for 
how we operate in this next season. 
 
 

2. Service morning location and times 
 
With momentum continuing to build through the latter part of 2022, it was our intention to 
resume our two morning services in March 2023, however the #aucklandfloods23 mean that 
we’ve had to seek alternative places for our Mairangi Bay inperson services. We’ve considered 
a lot of places, and some of our neighbouring churches have been very gracious in offering 
support as they could. 
 
Having considered numerous sites, we believe we have found a great location that both serves 
our needs and is available for most of the time we think we will need. The Westlake Girls 
High School Event Centre is twice the size of our Windsor Park Auditorium which means we 
can continue to hold one inperson service on a Sunday morning, and there’ll be heaps of space 
to hang out – which is a core part of being! So … 
 

 

FROM SUNDAY 12th February 2023 
 

Windsor Park Gathered (Inperson) Services 
 

• Westlake Girls High School Event Centre* @ 9.30am (Windsor Kids and Tribe incl.) 
• Waiheke Island @ 9.30am. 

 
Windsor Park Online 

 

• Live hosted @ 9.30am, and then available 24/7 unhosted for … ever. 
 

 
*We’ll review this location week-by-week to ensure we’re utlising it as best we can, at the same 
time there may be other venues that serve our needs as time goes on, so we’re very grateful to 
WGHS for their flexibility. 
 
 

3. SUNDAY EVENINGS 
 
Over the last few years, we’ve been thinking about how we might resource an environment 
that offers the chance for more interactive discipleship, a space where topics can have a little 
more ‘airtime’ and a space where people can be a little more conversational. At the same time 
our traditional Sunday evening service has not been supported as well as it has in the past, 
especially coming out of the pandemic, except for our Kai Time evenings, which are well 
supported! All this is to say that we were about to reinvent our Sunday evening space and 
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launch what we we’re calling LeanIn: a space devoted to curiosity, conversation & 
connection. 
 
Our base Scripture that supports LeanIn comes from John 13:21-25, where after Jesus had 
just washed his disciples’ feet, he is talking to them, predicting his betrayal. John writes from 
verse 21: Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is 
going to betray me.” 22His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them 
he meant. 23One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to 
him. 24Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 
25Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 
 
This is a moment of intimacy with Jesus, where John ‘leans in’ and asks a big question of Jesus. 
That’s the kind of intimacy we want to nurture, where we, as Jesus’ disciples today, lean in and 
ask questions, seeking to hear Jesus’ response through His words, now recorded for us in 
Scripture. If you’ve followed Red Letter Christians (like I do), you’ll get the idea. If you don’t 
follow Red Letter Christians, it might be worth checking out: 
https://www.redletterchristians.org/  
 
LeanIn was going to launch at the end of February, but with all our usable spaces out-of-
action, we’re looking at an alternative plan … so keep your eyes open as we communicate 
where we’ll be located for the first few months. 
 

 
4. Your generosity. 
 
We always knew that 2023 would be a challenging year, for all the economic reasons you read 
about in the news, and that many of you are starting to experience. You’ll know that our 
budget for 2023 was projected to be a deficit budget to start with, but the floods might make 
our projections even more challenging. 
 
We don’t pressure anyone to give to Windsor Park, but nonetheless it’s what pays our staff 
and resources our ministries. I simply bring this to your attention as if you’re able and willing, 
your giving is appreciated, perhaps more than usual this year. As an example, that seems 
relevant right now, each year we pay an insurance premium of approx. $54,000 that covers 
our buildings and their contents – and with a claim that will run into many multiples of that 
figure, you’re giving enables us to pay things like … insurance! 
 
Click here to read about our theology of giving, and the ways you can give: 
https://windsorpark.org.nz/give 
 
 

5. Contact me 
 
I’ve appreciated contact with so many of you in so many ways in recent times. Your thoughts, 
encouragement, and ideas are super useful. Like usual, if there’s anything in this roadmap that 
you’d like to comment on, or anything else you’d like to dialogue over, contact me on 
grant.harris@windsorpark.org.nz.  

https://www.redletterchristians.org/
https://windsorpark.org.nz/give
mailto:grant.harris@windsorpark.org.nz


 

4 

 

 
 
And like I’ve said over the course of writing these Roadmaps, thanks for reading this far! As 
has been my custom, a benediction to conclude:  
 

Let us go forth into the world in peace and dedicated to Your service, O Lord. 
Let us hold fast to that which is good, render to no person evil for evil, strengthen the 

faint-hearted, support the weak, help the needy and the afflicted,  
and honour all people.  

Let us love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of His Spirit.  
And may God’s blessing be upon us and remain with us always.  

Amen. 

 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 

 
 
Grant Harris 
Senior Pastor 


