
The Story of Windsor Park Baptist Church 
 
 
In November 1948 two missionaries who had been running a non-denominational Sunday School in Outram 
Hall (Murrays Bay) returned overseas. At that stage Norman & Marjorie Manley and Arthur & Jean Duncumb 
agreed to take over the Sunday School; a new Baptist work was begun.  Encouraged by the Milford Baptist 
Church a meeting attended by 12 people was held on the 26th June 1950 where it was resolved to hold 
church services twice a month. As a result of this meeting the East Coast Bays Baptist Fellowship was formed.   
 
Within a year the fellowship had almost doubled in size and Calvary Baptist Church was constituted on 5th 
September 1951 with 23 foundation members. One of its members, Rev Royston G Brown (a former 
missionary to Pakistan), became the church’s first part-time pastor; fifteen months later he became the first full-
time pastor. 
 
In its early days the church was still meeting at Outram Hall, but on the 18th February 1953 a new church 
building was opened on a site provided by the Auckland Baptist Auxiliary, having cost 600 pounds to construct. 
Three hundred people attended the opening of the Calvary Baptist Church and an introductory speech was 
made by councillor A S Oldham (Takapuna Riding member). The presentation of the key was made by the 
architect, Mr Wilfred H Utting (this story being reported in North Shore Times on March 4th 1953). The New 
Zealand Herald wrote that 'this new church breaks from convention' and the Auckland Star called it ‘New 
Zealand’s most unusual church.’ Within a year it had outgrown its accommodation (a situation that would recur 
repeatedly over the next few decades) and in February 1954 a new hall was built. By September 1955 when 
Rev MH Judkins began his ministry, there were 57 members.   
 
In 1957 the name of the church was changed to Murrays Bay Baptist Church and the church continued to 
grow.  
 
Rev Roy Bullen became the pastor in 1961. The church building was extended in 1962, and by mid 1966 plans 
were in hand to build a new auditorium. The hall was already at capacity with services, Sunday Schools, Bible 
Class, Life Boys and Boys Brigade. By mid-1967 there were 148 church members. 
 
In December 1969 the new auditorium was opened by which time there were 165 members. The Friendship 
Centre held its first meeting in 1974, and an additional morning service began the following year. Rev Barry 
Denholm became pastor in 1979 and a community kindergarten began in 1980. A Church bus was dedicated 
in 1981. 
 
In 1982 the Church purchased an adjacent property at 535 Beach Road. By 1986 the membership had grown 
to 310. Rev David Marriott became the pastor in 1988. 
 
In 1991 the Community Service Trust Board was established to care for people in the community struggling 
with mental health illness (the trust was renamed as Te Ara Hou in 1997 and then Equip in 2005). At the time of 
the churches 40th birthday celebrations in 1991, around 300 people were involved in home groups, and 200 
names were listed in the youth directory.  
 
In 1995 Rev Brian Winslade became the Senior Pastor; the church was bursting at the seams with 700 names 
listed in the church telephone directory. Because of a shortage of parking spaces the building itself could not be 
enlarged.  If the church was to grow it would have to relocate. On the 16th August 1995 the decision was 
made to buy the Windsor Park Hotel in Mairangi Bay (New Zealand Herald, 20th January 1996; sec.1, p.20). 
The property was formally purchased on 3rd May 1996 and the first service on the Windsor Park site was held 
on Sunday 9th June 1996. 
 
In 1996 the Korean Methodist Church purchased the old Murrays Bay Baptist Church property (North Shore 
Times Advertiser, 7th March 1996; p17). Upon relocation to Windsor Park the congregation renamed itself 



Windsor Park Baptist Church and during the next four years 285 new members were added and 143 people 
baptised.   
 
In 1999 significant building renovations were undertaken to modernise the facility and make it a functioning 
Church building. Continued population growth in the Silverdale area resulted in Northgate Baptist Church being 
planted out of Windsor Park in 2005. 
 
In 2006 a large extension was built to handle the transition of people between multiple morning services; as 
part of this addition cafewindsor was birthed under the ownership of Alan and Lynn Barrow. In 2007 the 
playground was added to ensure that cafewindsor was a desirable place for parents to bring their young 
children. 
 
In October 2008 Rev Grant Harris began as Senior Pastor following the relocation of Rev Brian Winslade to 
Australia where he became the National Leader of the Baptist Union of Australia. 
 
In May 2010 Alan & Lynne Barrow gifted the ownership of cafewindsor to Windsor Park which instigated the 
long-held dream of Grant to build a Christ-centred church-owned social enterprise so that the church could be 
a missional presence in the marketplace. As such Windsor Park Hub Limited was constituted on 21st July 2011 
to be the vehicle for these initiatives, in the first instance cafewindsor (which was subsequently closed in April 
2020 following the economic impacts of the COVID19 pandemic). 
 
During 2010 the Windsor Park Christian Counselling Centre was established. 
 
In August 2011 Windsor Park Baptist Church purchased the neighbouring McDonalds restaurant property and 
began an 18-month conversion into what is now Small Fries Christian Childcare Centre which opened in 
February 2012. Due to the success of Small Fries the members of WPBC agreed on 28th June 2015 to fund the 
construction of a further block for Small Fries on land already owned by the church, adding a further 45% 
capacity. Construction of Windsor Park’s first new building on its site was completed during 2016/17 with 
Small Fries ‘2’ opening in August 2017. 
 
Further business-as-mission initiatives were added to Windsor Park Hub Ltd’s stable as follows: 
 
• Windsor Creative in November 2012. 
• New Hope Shop (Waiheke Island) in April 2015 (closed in June 2020 following the expiry of the lease). 
• Windsor Funerals in May 2017. 
 
In June 2018 Waiheke Island Baptist Church was amalgamated as a campus of Windsor Park Baptist Church 
with Roi Nu Maran appointed as Campus Pastor. Also in June 2018 the Windsor Park LifeCare Trust was 
incorporated to seed the development of a more visible and effective care function that will be more outward-
facing and engaged with the wider community. 
 
Following the Level 4 lockdown in March – May 2020 as part of the COVID19 pandemic, Windsor Park 
launched a dedicated Online Campus in an attempt to reach people that will not be a part of a physical campus. 
This brought Windsor Park to 3 campuses – Mairangi Bay, Waiheke Island and Online. 
 
 
As at September 2020 the Windsor Park ‘Group’ (containing Windsor Park Baptist Church, the Equip Trust, 
Windsor Park Hub Limited and the Windsor Park LifeCare Trust) had a staff team of approx. 165 people with a 
combined budget of over $10m. Windsor Park Baptist Church has 2,892 people on its active database (which 
would create a serious space-problem if they all turned up at once!). 
 



Senior Pastors 
 
1951 - 1955 Rev Royston G Brown 
1955 - 1961 Rev Maurice Judkins 
1961 - 1967 Rev Roy Bullen 
1971 - 1978 Rev Graham Brogden 
1979 - 1987 Rev Barry Denholm 
1988 - 1995 Rev David Marriott 
1995 - 2008 Rev Brian Winslade 
2008 -   Rev Grant Harris 


