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September Birthdays
Sept 1 -Pat Bunch
Sept 15 - Linda Wheeler
Sept 17 -Pauline Werner
Sept 27 - Cathy Werner

Anniversary
Sept 12 - Pastor and Sis. Wheeler

SUNDAY, Sept 23

Why Small Groups

We believe that real life change happens in
the context of relationships. Meaningful
relationships are often hard to find and Small
Groups exist to make relationships relevant
and accessible.

This pattern matches the rhythm of large
group gatherings in the Temple and small
group meetings in homes described the
life of the early church which is our pattern
and model.

God created us to be in relationships. God is
inter-relational and we were created for
relationships. (God saw Adam was alone and
did something about it.)

Genuine fellowship isn’t always feasible or
practical in a crowd of 200 or 2000.

The worst thing you can do to a human being is
to isolate him. It is like taking a fish out of the
water. It dehumanizes him. We were made for
relationships!

Small Groups replicate the model of
Jesus.

Jesus didn’t come to reach the people through
mass evangelistic programs. Instead he
gathered a small group of disciples (12, 72,
and 3) so he could transform many lives
through them.

Small Groups replicate the pattern of
the Early Church.

Acts 20:20 “And how I kept back nothing that
was profitable unto you, but have shewed you,
and have taught you publicly, and from house
to house,” Paul describes his ministry in
Ephesus as including both public gatherings
and private ones in homes.

Because the Small Group Model is
the only way to practically achieve
the goal of an every-member
ministry.
The 5 fold ministry was given to equip the
saints to do ministry. The problem now is
that most churches operate with a handful
of people doing everything which
produces frustration, fatigue and burnout.

Small Groups gives more people an
opportunity to be involved in the
ministry of the church.
There is no way we can be completely
effective in accomplishing real fellowship
by showing up for a service on Sunday or
even in a Wed. class settings. We must
have personal contact with each other and
we must have a plan for and a commitment
to intentionally pursuing this.
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Finally, I believe church growth will
take place within the Small Group
setting.
Our church must grow larger and smaller at
the same time. We grow larger to reach as
many people as possible with the life giving
message of Jesus. We gather in
Small Groups to build community and care
for people.
There are people that will connect with a
small group of people who have a common
interest that will not darken the doors of our
church…that is a fact. One Baptist study
said that it takes 13 invitations to get
someone attend a SS class and it takes 4 to
get someone too attend a Small Group.
The larger a church grows, the more
important small groups become for
handling the pastoral care
functions. They provide the personal touch
that everyone needs, especially in a crisis.

Join a Small Group Today and get
connected!
- Pastor

Grilling and Chilling (Men’s Bible Study) Join Shelby Suire & Pastor Wheeler
Royal Knights (Young Men’s Group) Join Bro. C.L. Watford & Nick Rodriguez
Frontier Girls (Ages 5-18) - Join LaDawn Watford & Rosa Miller
Acts29...The Next Chapter (Youth Coffee Shop Hangout) Join Jessie Mayfield & Vanna Garcia
3:16 Group (Bible Study and Fellowship) Join Riq & Issa Garcia & Nick & Miranda Rodriguez
Building The Bridge (Neighborhood Fellowship) Join Craig & Laura Aranda
Jamming Java (Coffee and Fellowship) - Join Dana & Ace Willis
Clicks and Trips (Photography) - Join Rebekah Foster & Dana Willis
Stitched Together (Quilting and Sewing) - Join Rosa Miller
Ladies Prayer Group - Join Barbara Lyons
Ruth 1:16 (Craft Projects) - Join Mozelle Copeland

Join us in First Kids on
September 12, 19, & 26th!
We will be finishing up the
Incredible Faith series
in September! 7 - 8 pm

