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A WORLD GONE MAD
We know that we are from God,
and that the whole world is under
the control of the evil one. 
1 John 5:19 GW

Recently, many Americans watched in 
stunned outrage as two New York City 
Police Officers were mocked and 
humiliated by a group of young men in 
Harlem. The lawmen were doused with 
water and had objects thrown at their 
heads as they went about their job to 
protect and serve. The outrageous 
display of disrespect was shocking and 
disturbing.
 
What is wrong with our society? How did 
we ever get to the place in America 
where officers of the law—men and 
women who put their lives on the line 
each day—are viewed as despised 
enemies, deserving our scorn, ridicule, 
and gross mistreatment? What has 
happened to respect for authority and 
basic decency toward one another? How 
has our culture seemingly “gone to hell in 
a hand basket” so rapidly?
 
The answer is found in 1 John 5:19. This 
world is under the control of the devil (as 
God overrules). Satan’s slimy fingerprints 
are all over what we see today: rebellion 
toward authority, the breakdown of the 
family, the moral revolution, and the rise 
in rape, murder and suicide. The devil is 
wreaking havoc in our world, 
systematically destroying everything that 
is good, wholesome, and right in the 
sight of God.

It is no wonder that increasing numbers of 
people are readily embracing obvious lies 
and ideologies that were laughable just a 
few short decades ago. The deceiver is at 
work; and the world is gobbling up his 
deception hook, line, and sinker.

Those who have given their lives to Christ 
belong to God. We are in the world but not 
of it. We have been saved out of this world 
and sent back to this world to be a witness 
for Christ in this world. The devil hates the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and the witness of 
Christians. He influences the world to hate 
it, too.
 
As followers of Jesus, we are salt and light 
in a lost and dying world. Salt burns and 
light exposes. Neither of those attributes 
are pleasant for someone determined to 
live in sin. Thus, Jesus said, “If the world 
hates you, you know that it hated Me before 
it hated you” (John 15:16).
 
So, what are we to do? How are we to live 
in a world that is “under the control of the 
evil one”? We are to shine and share. We 
are to speak the truth in love. We are to 
stand up for Jesus and be counted among 
the faithful.
 
May we constantly remind ourselves that 
this world is not our home. We are citizens 
of heaven and ambassadors for the Lord 
with the same message John the Baptist 
delivered, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). Let us 
determine to “be faithful until death,” 
knowing that the Lord will give us “the 
crown of life” (Revelation 2:19).

Pastor Gary Wheeler



BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

September  
Celebrations

Pastor and Sis. 
Wheeler  
Sept 12

Pat Bunch Sept 1


Linda Wheeler Sept 15


Pauline Werner Sept 17


Alaya Jones Sept 18


Lisa Solley Sept 20


Cathy Werner Sept 27


COMMUNITY PRAYER 10 AM

Guest  
Speaker  

Rev. Dale 
Welch  

Sept 22, 
25, & 29

Happy 60th 
Birthday  

Sis. Wheeler!



Life Groups Fair

Sunday Sept 8

Find your purpose!  

Is God calling you to lead 
or assist a life group? 

Everyone is encouraged to 
attend the Life Group Fair - 
discover the life group that 

fits you!  

Invite friends, family, & 
neighbors!  

Refreshments will be 
served. 


