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Mother’s Day
Sunday,
May 13

Invite your special someone for a keepsake
Mother’s Day Photo - taken in the overflow room
from 12:30 - 1:50 pm on May 13th (first come, first
serve). This is a Mothers Memorial Fundraiser.
Pictures will be $5 per Group Photo
(4X6 Print or Digital Download)

THE FEAR FACTOR
And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in
order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin.” Exodus 20:20
The Bible tells us in the book of Proverbs that the fear of the Lord is critical. It is the beginning
of wisdom, the beginning of knowledge, and the underlying character trait that leads to life, honor,
and victory over sin.
One of the major problems in our world today is the distinct absence of the fear of God.
Whenever a person, family, community, or nation loses its fear of God, it loses its moral compass
and sense of true north. Incivility, immorality, selfishness, and injustice become the order of the day
—a fitting description of our current culture. The fear of God. Do you have it? Is it healthy and
strong?
In Exodus chapter twenty, God made His presence manifestly known to the children of Israel.
He appeared on Mount Sinai to give Moses the Ten Commandments. He came with a display of
awesome power that included thunder, lightning flashes, trumpet blasts, and smoke. The people
were terrified before the Lord. They pleaded with Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen;
but let not God speak to us, lest we die” (Exodus 20:19).
I love the response Moses gives them. He basically says, “Do not be afraid of God. But make
sure you always fear God.” Come again, Moses? I am not to be afraid of God, but I am to fear
God? Isn’t that a contradiction? No.

THE FEAR OF THE LORD DEFINED
The fear of the Lord that God wants for you and me is not quaking in your boots at the mention
of His name. It is not trembling in terror at the thought of an encounter with Him. But that’s exactly
how the people felt in verse 19. Moses had to dissuade that unhealthy fear. You see, if you fear
God that way, you will never get close to God. How could you? That type of fear would have you
walking on egg shells, nervously dreading His presence and anxiously desiring His absence.
So what does it mean to fear the Lord? It means you have tremendous awe, respect, and
reverence for God. You recognize He is “the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God ….” (Deuteronomy 10:17). You see Him as the glorious, majestic
King of the universe; and you take your proper place as His humble, lowly servant. It means you
are aware of His constant gaze over your every thought, word, and deed—and you adjust your
actions accordingly.
I once heard the fear of God defined as “love on its knees.” I like that definition, because the
one who fears God the most, truly loves Him the best. The two go hand in hand.

A HEART CHECK
So how are you doing with the fear of the Lord? Are you growing in your awe and reverence for
Him … or are you regressing in that important department? There is an easy way to tell. Just
check your obedience. When you fear God, you turn away from temptation and sin. When you
don’t fear God, sin and compromise begin to dominate your life.
What can be done if the fear of the Lord is lacking in you? Spend time in the Word. Read
passages like Isaiah 6, Isaiah 40, Daniel 4-5, and Revelation 4-5. Get a fresh vision of the holiness
and greatness of God. And pray the prayer of David, “Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in
your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name” (Psalm 86:11). May God unite our easily divided
hearts so that we would fear Him once again.
Love, Pastor Gary Wheeler
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BIRTHDAYS
Jimmy Meshell May 1
Hannah Sonnenberg May 4
Connor Williams May 4

orangeﬁrstupc.com

Roman Garcia May 4
Eugene Goudeau May 6

Find out about

Shaquita Franklin May 7

upcoming events,

Kristy Riojas May 9

watch recent

Emersyn Bornette May 12
Anna Bickham May 14

messages & Sunday

Ziva Miller May 15

School lessons,

Vertis Lummus May 24

view our picture
gallery, videos,
and more!
Secure online giving
is also available!

LaDawn Watford May 24
Lynda Mayfield May 26
TrishaVandagriff May 31

ANNIVERSARIES
Riq and Issa Garcia May 11
Cecil and JoNell Laroue May 6
David and Belinda Huerta May 6
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Ladies Lunch
Tuesday
May 22
11:30 am
(Following
Prayer
Meeting)

May:
Wednesdays - May 9, 16, & 23
Rush Hour 7 - 8 pm
Friday May 11th:
Youth Activity 6:30 pm

