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HOW DO YOU WANT TO BE 
REMEMBERED? 
On September, 4, 2006, the world lost a 
very special person—Steve Irwin, The 
Crocodile Hunter.  He died in a freak 
accident with a stingray.  I was saddened 
to hear the news that Steve was 
gone. He was such a likeable guy with a 
zest for life and a humble, unassuming 
fearlessness that drew people to him 
like a magnet.  

One time in an interview, Steve Irwin 
was asked how he would like the world 
to remember him.  His answer was 
classic.  Irwin said, “I want the world to 
remember me for two things: passion 
and enthusiasm.”  That is how I will 
always remember him, a guy full of 
passion and enthusiasm—along with an 
ample dose of insanity!  (A person has 
to be a bit crazy in order to wrestle 
crocs and handle dangerous reptiles.) 

NO SUBSTITUTE 
Passion and enthusiasm ought to be the 
mettle of every true Christian.  We 
should be so extremely passionate and 
enthusiastic about Jesus Christ and 
what He did for us on the cross that, 
like Steve Irwin, we leave no doubt as to 
what we are excited about in life.   

Interestingly, the word “enthusiasm” has 
God in the middle of it (Theos).  
Enthusiasm is literally “enGODiasm.”  
When you really understand that God 
loves you and has a wonderful plan for 
your life, how can you not get excited?  
How can you not overflow with 
enthusiasm?  
 
When George Foreman was making his 
boxing comeback some years ago, he 
told one interviewer that he was 
approaching his comeback career like a 
fire truck, not a water truck.  When 
asked to explain, Foreman responded, 
“On the road, no one notices an Ozarka 
water truck, but they surely notice a red 
fire truck speeding to its destination with 
the siren blaring.  That gets people’s 
attention.  That is what I am going to be 
in my comeback, a fire truck.” 

HOW ABOUT YOU? 
  Wouldn’t you LOVE to be known 
as a “fire truck” for Jesus Christ?  
Wouldn’t it be great to be someone 
passionately in love with Jesus and on 
fire for Him?  Is it possible?  Yes!  Even 
for someone who is not very outgoing?  
Yes!!  And here is how to do it…  
(cont.)   



JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS  

ANNIVERSARIES  

Will Yelverton Jun 1

Laura Aranda  Jun 10

Ethan Logsdon Jun 14

Epy Munguia Jun 16

Lottie Hammett Jun 19

C.L. Watford Jun 24

Hilda Hall Jun 29

Jessica Mayfield Jun 30

Randy and Linda 
Bornette - June 4

Daniel and Lena 
Torres - June 8

orangefirstupc.com 

Find out about 
upcoming events,  
watch recent 

messages & Sunday 
School lessons,  
view our picture 
gallery, videos,  
and more!  

Secure online giving  
is also available!   

(continued)
Fill your mind and heart each day with His great mercy and love for you.  
Remember, “We love because He FIRST loved us” (1 John 4:19).  The way to kindle a 
white hot passion and overflowing excitement for Jesus is “to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God” (Eph. 
3:18-19).     
 
Listen, if Steve Irwin could get all excited about a crocodile, and George Foreman could 
get all excited about a boxing comeback, how much more can you and I get all excited 
about the King of kings and Lord of lords who loves us, died and rose again for us, has 
all authority and power in every situation in our lives, is working all things together for 
our good, will never leave us or forsake us, and is coming again to take us home to 
glory!!  No wonder the Bible tells us to “Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth” (Psalm 
100:1).  We definitely have MUCH to shout about!!  Why not start today?

Love You All,
Gary Wheeler



For camp registration visit texasyouth.net

TEXAS DISTRICT 
CAMP MEETING 
JUNE 5-8

Coming this Summer:

JUNE 20 - Watermelon Wednesday

JUNE 27 - Wacky Hair Night

JUNE 29 - Youth Activity 7 - 10 pm

JULY 14 - Houston Zoo Trip 10 am

AUGUST 17 - Back to School Rally 
Rev. Jason Staten 7 pm

NO MIDWEEK SERVICES 
JUNE 5 & 6

Looking  Ahead: 

 July 4th No Midweek Service 
 July 22nd Guest Speaker  
 Rev. Tim Mahoney

http://texasyouth.net
http://texasyouth.net


 firstKIDS Wednesdays -  
June 20 & 27 

June begins our  
Incredible Faith Series:

From beginning 
to end the 
Bible is filled 
with incredible 
stories of 
heroes whose 
faith in God 
allowed them 
to be used by 
God to save 
the day.  Kids 
will learn that 
they can put 
their faith in 
God, because 
he is worthy of 

our trust.

Young at Heart  
Luncheon 

Thursday, 
June 21 

11:30 am 

Everyone 55 and 
up welcome to 

attend!


