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(Date to be Announced)

Easter Parade!  
following Easter  

11 am Service (Date TBA) 
Characters, Candy, &  

Easter Prince and Princess

Praise Team 
Practice 
6:30 pm

Guest 
Minister 
Rev. Mark 
Foster

Easter Sunday
(Celebration 
TBA)

Youth: God 
& Games in 
Youth Room 
7 pm

Praise Team 
Practice 
6:30 pm

YAH & First 
Ladies 
Library 
Lunch



4 Ways to Support 
Your Church 
Financially: 
1) Secure online 

donations via our website: 
orangefirstupc.com 

2) Text to give: 
409-204-0117 

3) By Mail:  
3406 Edgar Brown Drive 
Orange, TX 77630 

4) Drop envelopes under 
the office door inside the 

church building.  

Please call Sis. Veda if you 
need assistance at  
409- 313-1843.

Madelynn Watford April 1

Savannah Thompson April 2

Kendall Pierce April 2

Virginia Hammett April 6

Dana Willis April 8

Makenzie Watford April 9

Spencer Logsdon April 10

Peyton Logsdon April 12

Rebekah Foster April 12

Mozelle Copeland April 25

Joe & Marie Bickham -  April 6

Barbara & Buddy Lyons - April 11

Hershel & Leslee Rhodes- Apr 22

April 
Birthdays

Anniversaries

In John 16:33 NLT, Jesus said, 
“I have told you all this so that you 

may have peace in me. Here on earth 
you will have many trials and sorrows. 

But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.”

April  
Fruit of the Spirit:

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016:33&version=ESV&src=tools
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016:33&version=ESV&src=tools


Put It In The Joy Column

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when 
you encounter various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance.” James 1:2-3
 
Our world has been hit with an 
invisible enemy that has brought us to 
our knees. The coronavirus has 
threatened lives, crashed economies, 
closed businesses, caused 
unemployment, and kept us socially 
distanced. What does God have to say 
about this major disaster that has 
people fearing the worst?
 
“Consider it all joy ….”
On the surface, this is hard to fathom. 
How can this pandemic be “all joy” 
when it is causing such 
pandemonium? Well, the coronavirus 
certainly isn’t “all joy,” and that is not 
how the verse in James 1:2 reads. 
God is not telling us the various trials 
we encounter “are all joy,” He is telling 
us to “consider it all joy.” What exactly 
does that mean?

“Consider” in the Greek (hegeomai) 
is a word used in accounting. It means 
that you and I are to put trials and 
tribulations in the credit column not 
the debit column, to log them on the 
“all joy” ledger and not the “all grief” 
ledger. Needless to say, this action 
takes faith!

By faith, we deem the problems, 
disasters, and tragedies as a test 
from God—a test designed to 
bless us and strengthen us in the 
long run. We make the choice, by 
an act of the will, to put whatever 
difficulty we face in the “all joy” 
column. That doesn’t mean we like 
it—Jesus certainly did not like the 
experience of betrayal, rejection, 
scourging, and crucifixion. It means 
we choose to employ it as an asset 
to help us grow in our relationship 
with God.
 
Concerning the sufferings of Jesus, 
Hebrews 12:2 tells us, “… who for 
the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.” The Lord 
Jesus was able to endure the cross 
because He saw what the cross 
would produce. He set the joy of 
knowing His suffering would pay 
the unfathomable price of 
redemption so that people could 
be saved and spend eternity in 
heaven with Him. All the pain was 
worth the gain as the veil of the 
temple was torn in two, meaning 
access to the Father was now 
available to all. Thank you, Jesus! 

YOUR TRIALS
 
Whatever trials you are 
encountering today, don’t let them 
steal your joy. Don’t let the negative 
and bitter things in life turn you into 
a negative and bitter person. By 
faith, put all your troubles in the “all 
joy” column. Let God know that 
you are going to continue to praise 
Him, love Him, serve Him, and trust 
Him to see you through this dark 
“valley of the shadow of death.”

James 1:2-3 is best understood 
when coupled with Romans 8:28, 
“And we know that God causes all 
things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His 
purpose.” Because we know He is 
at work in our trials and tragedies 
to make something wonderful out 
of something terrible, we can 
choose joy!

Hang In there. 
This too shall pass!

Love you all,

Pastor Gary Wheeler



Join us 
Wednesday 

Nights Live on 
Facebook at 7 
pm for Bible 
Study and 

Sundays Service 
Online at 11 am. 


