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thanks 
to the Lord, for 
He is good: His 
Love endures 

forever. 

give



Anniversaries  

November Birthdays 

Justin & Aleisha Bornette 11/11 
CL & LaDawn Watford 11/24 

Larry & Lynda Mayfield 11/26 
Jimmy & Carla Sonnenberg 11/27 

Kevin Moody 11/4 
Pastor Wheeler 11/5 
Ashley Williams 11/9 
Dustin Williams 11/9 

Justin Bornette 11/14 
Becky Yelverton 11/14 
Lois Thibodeaux 11/22 
Nick Rodriguez 11/30

Guest Minister  

Rev. Freddie Combs 

Sunday, Nov  24 @ 11 am 

Invite a friend!



Thom Rainer always shares an 
interesting insight to church health 
and growth. He reminds us that a 
healthy church is a growing church 
(specifically, a body of believers). He 
also reminds us that there are some 
issues that directly affect the health 
and growth of a church. Here are 
seven of those things… 

I wrote a little book on statements 
church members make that can 
move a church toward Great 
Commission and Great 
Commandment greatness. But there 
are some sentences that can prove 
harmful, even deadly, to a 
congregation. Here are seven of the 
most deadly statements: 

1. “I like our church just the way it is.” 
When you begin to hear this 
statement expressed among church 
members, you can be certain there is 
no Great Commission heartbeat. We 
should never want our church to stay 
just like it is; we should be constantly 
seeking to reach new people with 
the gospel. 

2. “My pastor doesn’t visit me 
enough.” There are so many things 
wrong with this statement. 

5. “People know where our church is 
if they want to come.” This 
statement reflects deadly 
ecclesiology and deadly missiology. 
It assumes that the church is a 
place; and it assumes that the Great 
Commission 
is, “Y’all 
come.” 

6. “I love 
you pastor, 
but…” This 
statement 
reflects a 
church 
member 
who is both 
deceitful 
and deadly. 
He or she 
tells leaders 
they love 
them, but puts a metaphorical knife 
in their backs at the first 
opportunity. These members tear 
churches apart. 

7. “I pay my tithes here, so I 
deserve…” This church member 
sees his or her offerings as 
conditional. 

First, it reflects a ministry where there 
is expectation that the pastor is to do 
most of the ministry, instead of 
equipping others to do the work of 
ministry. Second, it reflects a 
dependence and self-centered 
ministry on the part of church 
members. 

3. “I always vote ‘no’ just to keep the 
leadership in check.” This person is 
the disrupter I described in an earlier 
post. He or she really wants the focus 
on self. Attention seeking and self-
focus are characteristics of this 
person. They are toxic to churches.  

4. “I just can’t worship with our style of 
music.” The worship wars aren’t over. 
These church members could never 
be missionaries because their 
indigenous people group probably 
wouldn’t be singing hymns from the 
hymnals. There is no sense of worship 
with these church members; they are 
all about their own preferences and 
desires. The same could be said for 
those that insist that all music be 
contemporary and abandon the old 
hymns of the church.

Seven Deadly Statements  So, in a real sense, they aren’t 
offerings as much as they are 
country club dues. They will 
continue to pay their way as long 
as they get their way. 

To be clear, 
most church 
members do 
not make these 
statements nor 
do they reflect 
these attitudes.  

But healthier 
church 
members 
should and 
must speak up 
when they hear 
other members 
making such 
destructive 
statements. 

Otherwise, the naysayers, cartels, 
critics and bullies will have their 
way in the church. And the church 
will soon cease being the church. 

Let’s be the church God is pleased 
with! 

Love you all, 
Pastor Gary Wheeler



FIRST KIDS: 
Fall Fest 
Wed, Nov 20 Nachos, games, crafts  & hay ride!  Invite a friend
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Go Orange 
Community 

Prayer 
Sat Nov 16  

@ 10 am


