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Spring Forward 
DST

Primera Iglesia 
Anniversary 
Service 5 pm

Guest Minister: 
Dr. Fred Childs

Team Leaders 
Meeting 7p

Reapers 
Outreach 
11 am

Reapers 
Outreach 
11 am

Go Orange 
Prayer 10 am

FirstKids
St. Patrick’s 
Party 7- 8p 

Praise Team 
Practice 
7-8 pm

Praise Team 
Practice 
7-8 pm

Texas Ladies Conference, Lufkin TX

Dr. Fred Childs 
March 6 @ 11 am

Gue!  
   Mini!er

Sunday Worship @ 11 am 
Primera Iglesia  - Sundays @ 5 pm 

Wednesday Classes @ 7 pm 
orangefirstupc.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: PRAYER:  
Youth Prayer  
   Sundays @ 7 pm 
Ladies Prayer  
   Tuesdays @ 10 am 

April 17 - Easter Sunday 
May 1 - Rev. Mark Foster 

May 8 - Mother’s Day 
May 15 - Rev. Ronald LaCombe

L"king          
 Ahead

FORWARD

don’t forget to 

SPRING
3.12.22

http://orangefirstupc.com
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3/1  Issa Garcia 
3/4  Judah Huerta 
3/4  Michelle Luna 
3/4  Maddox Williams 
3/4  Barbara Roberson 
3/13  Ace Willis 
3/14 Tish Myers 
3/15  Vanna Garcia

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
3/22  Luke Brown 
3/22  David Huerta 
3/25  Mary Brown 
3/25  Mikaela Watford 
3/26  Drex Bornette

Anniversary: 3/22 
 Jimmy and Olivia Meshell

L I F E  G R O U P S
Making Tracks - Sis. Rebekah Foster - Enjoying 

Nature & God’s creation, together.


Young at Heart  - Sis. Claudia Williamson 
Quarterly Food & Fellowship for those 55+


Grief Share - Bro. Epi Munguia - Recovery 
support group where you can find help and 
healing for the hurt of losing a loved one.


Ladies Prayer - Sis. Barbara Lyons - Ladies 
prayer group that meets every Tuesday at 10am, 

followed by food and fellowship.


Hook & A Prayer - Sis. Carla Sonnenberg

A group where we will learn simple crochet and 

enjoy fellowship & prayer.


Mama Bear & Cubs - Sis. Alexa & Lena Torres	
Mom support group. Mothers to age 32, 

discussing raising our children, the good, the 
bad, and the ugly.


Maturing in Christ - Bro. Alex Monceaux 
Hanging out, grill, cook, discuss priorities, 

relationships, and goals from a biblical 
perspective.


Ball is Life - Bro. Kenny Johnson - Hanging out, 
making new friends, playing some pick up games 

of basketball, and eating food.


Intro to Canning - Sis. Darlene Williams - Class 
focused on teaching others the basics of 

canning.


Scripture Sisters - Sis. Liza Reyna	
Encouraging one another in various times of life 

and uplifting one another! (Ladies)


Kingdom Wealth - Bro. Daniel Torres - A different 
view, but biblical perspective of what REAL 

wealth truly is! 

Creative Cuts -Twyla Brunner, Kristy Norwood, 
& Keshaunia Winbush -	 For women, young and 

old, to overcome the cares of this world, 
together, through crafts.


Go Orange - Sis. Michelle Luna - Monthly 
Community Prayer for the City of Orange and its 

residents! Pleading the blood, 

one prayer at a time!


Walking in the Light - Bro. Gary Wheeler - We 
will meet, walk, and pray - bettering ourselves 

both physically and spiritually, together!


The Honeymooners - Bro. Kevin & Sis. Amber 
Moody - Married couples, young and old, getting 

together & building a bond with one another!


Impactful Fridays - Bro. Fred & Twyla

Brunner	 - A once a month Friday meeting with 

youth ages 12-18, with food, fun, and fellowship.


“Chord”ially Yours - Bro. Marvin & Mozelle 
Copeland - A group for those who are interested 
in vintage music and hymns gathering together 

for fellowship!


Hyphen - Bro. Quentin & Kristy Norwood 
Hyphen is a group for College and Career Adults 

to enjoy various outings and fellowship.


$2 Tuesdays - Bro. Fred Brunner - A bi-weekly 
group that meets from 6-8 pm every other 

Tuesday at Max Bowl in Port Arthur, TX. Each 
game will be $2, come and join us!


FTT Men’s Ministry - Bro. Fred Brunner - A year 
long Men’s ministry devoted to bringing God ALL 

of the Glory through our daily lives!

Visit orangefirstupc.com to join your next group!
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Are You Rejoicing With God?

And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and his 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost!’  Luke 15:6

Mark Twain once said that Jesus’ 
parable of the prodigal son was “the 
greatest short story ever written.” I 
trust you are familiar with this great 
text found in Luke 15. This passage of 
Scripture shows in living color the 
wonderful heart of God. He is the 
father of the wayward, insolent son 
who deserves nothing but judgment.

Yet this gracious, loving, forgiving 
father rejoices when his son returns 
home. He throws a BIG party when 
one sinner repents. Seeing the lost 
come to Christ is truly God’s greatest 
joy—and He wants us to rejoice with 
Him.

The tell-tale sign of a self-righteous 
Pharisee (depicted as the elder 
brother in the parable) is the fact that 
he will not rejoice with the Father 
concerning his brother’s repentance. 
The father pleaded for the elder 
brother to join the party, but he angrily 
refused and accused the father of 
being unjust and unfair.

Why would he not rejoice? It is 
because he couldn’t give a rip about 
his brother, repentance, or the 
father’s joy. When it comes to the 
spirit of a Pharisee, the bottom line 
sentiment is this: “It’s all about me!” 

Whenever I find it hard to rejoice in 
what the Lord is doing, whenever I 
sense myself getting jealous at how 
the Lord is blessing another church 
or another pastor’s ministry, I 
immediately have to remind myself, 
“It’s NOT about me.”

You and I really have just one job on 
this planet: to please God. Whether 
we are known or unknown, our 
reason for being is to please the One 
who purchased us with His blood. If 
we are truly right with God, whatever 
pleases God should please us. If He 
is rejoicing, we should be too, for His 
pleasure should be our pleasure.

Let me encourage you as I 
encourage myself, if you are having 
trouble rejoicing with the Father, 
search your heart. Could it be that 
the elder brother syndrome has 
taken root? Could it be that you are 
losing touch with the Father’s heart? 
Could it be that you need to ask God 
to do a fresh work in you so that you 
can join the party and rejoice with 
Him?  

It very important to understand the 
true nature of God through the lens of 
Luke 15. The Lord is not a cruel, 
vindictive God who sits on a throne of 
judgment. He is a compassionate, 
forgiving God who sits on a throne of 
grace (Hebrews 4:16).

David gives us insight into His 
impeccable character in Psalm 86:5, 
“For You, Lord, are good, and ready 
to forgive, and abundant in 
lovingkindness to all who call upon 
You.” The father 
did not make his 
repentant, 
swine-stained 
son walk a mile 
on shards of 
shattered 
glass before 
he would 
forgive him. 
The father ran 
and 
embraced his 
broken, returning son and showered 
his boy with undeserved favor. No 
wonder His grace is aptly called 
amazing!

Love You All,

Pastor Wheeler

No wonder His 
grace is aptly 

called amazing! 



Save the Date! 
First Church Centennial  

Celebration and Homecoming!  
October 23rd @ 2:00 pm 

Celebrating 100 years of proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Guest Speaker - Rev. Mark Foster 


