
More Ramblings from Rachel 
 
January 17, 2020  
 
Dear Orenco Church Family, 
 
It is such an exciting time at Orenco Church. First of all, Happy New Year to each of you. We are 
praying for you for God’s grace and peace in this coming year! 
 
January and February used to be slower months here at church, but God certainly is making his plans 
clear as we begin planning for the next several years to come. Today I met with our Children’s Ministry 
Director, Julie Tucker, as we do each month, and her work for Easter and summer have already begun! 
The morning before Easter we expect up to 1,000 people here on our property hunting for eggs full of 
candy. Who would have imagined an outreach opportunity like this for us even five years ago? 
 
As the neighborhood has grown in number, so have we, and with that comes particular challenges, like 
resources. Did you know a brand new Sunday School class has been added for teens in my office? 
Eight teens gather each week to view the Youth Alpha series and discuss the questions of faith. Did 
you know pews in our sanctuary move multiple times per week, as needed for youth group, community 
rentals and recitals, and board and committee meetings? Did you know our children’s ministry and 
preschool continue to grow, even as media reports parents their age have no interest in “church.” Did 
you know our children’s ministry will soon divide into age-appropriate classes, to learn from God’s 
Word, even in limited space? I am so proud of our staff’s talents and resourcefulness, even when we 
are faced with challenges. 
 
11.4% of churches in the PC(USA) have 300 members or more (that’s us!). What a blessing to be placed 
here in fast-growing Orenco and more than that, to be entrusted with this community and its needs. I 
am overwhelmed every day by that blessing and challenge, and we are facing it head-on, with God’s 
direction and wisdom. 
 
Your tithes and offerings in 2019 did so much! As a congregation we gave more to mission efforts than 
ever before. We saw and served at outreach events attended by more from the community than ever 
before (remember Trunk or Treat and the Easter Egg Hunt?). And we proudly lived out our vision, We 
joyfully serve Jesus and our community. 
 
In coming months, Pastor Mark and I will guide us to learn and embody our mission statement, Called 
to put God’s love in action, Orenco Church glorifies Jesus Christ by worshipping God and celebrating 
Him, sharing His Good News, and caring for the community and beyond. Even more than service, God 
calls us to love in additional ways: our love for God expressed in worship and celebration and our love 
for those God created expressed in our words and deeds, by telling others of God’s faithfulness in 
Jesus Christ. How can you help? 
 
Embrace God’s invitation. God invites us into a relationship with him, and then he invites us to 
participate! We are the Body of Christ, with Jesus at its head (Ephesians 1:22-23), and we are asked 
and equipped--and even created to do--the most amazing things for Christ. Scripture says this was 
God’s plan (Ephesians 2:10). Pray for openness to what God has for you; there is great joy found in 
following his will! How do we embrace this invitation? 
 
 

 



● Serve.  Now more than ever we--the pastors, staff, and session of Orenco Church--need your 
help. A number of committees take shape this year for a better foundation for growth. More 
families attend our outreach events than ever, and we need your time and energy. Please give 
of your time, and if the job isn’t a good fit, pray for what may be. The time to get in on what God 
has planned is now! There is something for each of us to do, no matter our talents. 
 

● Give. We have just celebrated Christmas, when we are filled with love for our children and 
grandchildren, watching them open a gift we have perfectly selected for them. There is great joy 
in giving on Christmas Day! We cannot even imagine the love God has for us, expressed in 
1 John 3:1: How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! And we know John 3:16, For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son ... 
 
God loved us and he gave.  
 
And just as we love others and give to them, we also give to the Lord who absolutely gave us 
everything we have. We give of our time, which is precious to us, and we also give our offerings. 
Your tithes and offerings did so much for our community last year and our reach extended to 
places afar like San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala. Please give as we begin 2020 from your hearts, 
in gratitude for all God has given to us in Jesus Christ. 
 
Thank you for your commitment to Orenco Church! And thank you from our hearts for your 
commitment to our Lord. 
 
Grace and peace, 
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