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NATIONAL BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY  
IS SEPTEMBER 18th 

 
National Back to Church Sunday Started as a call to action and invitation – action for 
the church, invitation for the world. Orenco Church is one of many churches that 
participates in this event.  A single-day event focused on extending the invitation 
of love, peace, and hope to our friends and neighbors. A single day to reclaim the 
true nation of Church – exactly as Christ commanded.  
 
National Back to Church Sunday began in 2009 as church attendance in America 
was declining and church leaders began to look for ways to involve their congrega-
tions in reaching out and inviting friends, neighbors and coworkers to come back to, 
or try church for the first time. 
 
Each September since then, we have set aside the third Sunday in September as 
the day to encourage everyone to attend a Bible-based church in their area and for 
church leaders to create a welcoming, inviting environment for their visitors. 
 
Incredibly, since 2009, more than 4-million Christ-followers have participated 
through over 40,000 churches…and the movement continues to grow. 
 
Now, more than ever, people need Jesus and a caring community where they can 
belong, grow and flourish. This September, we would love for you to be a part of      
introducing your community to Jesus so they can experience His hope and               
reconnect with others during National Back to Church Sunday! 
 
It’s time to love again, serve again, and HOPE again. 

September 
2022 

http://www.facebook.com/orencochurch
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
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 September 4th Communion Sunday         

Mark 13 – The Kingdom of God 
Let’s live our lives, sure that these things WILL happen.  God wants and needs our            
obedience now – today! 

 

 September 11th 

Mark 14 – The Cost of Devotion 
Let’s take a closer look as the unnamed woman from Bethany shows her devotion to her 
Lord – her acknowledgement that He is the King of kings and Lord of lords! 

 

 September 18th  
Mark 15 – Who Do You Choose? 
Jesus or Barabbas?  What about the so-called Cancel Culture?  We’re asked to change  
how we live, at the expense of what God the Father did for us through His Son.   
Always, always remember the Cross and what God did for us.  

 

September 25th 

Mark 16 - Living Today in Love and Awe of God      
Jesus is not done with us yet, as we see in His encounter with Mary Magdalene, those  
on the Road to Damascus, and to the remaining Disciples.  

 
 

 

In Person Sunday Worship at 10 AM 
Livestream:  https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 

https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
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W 
hat will Christianity look like after the Great Pandemic?  

That’s the title of an article I recently came across,     
written back in May, 2020 (I wish I had seen this article 
earlier in all of this!). 

 
I imagine that every one of us has had misgivings of all kinds during 
this 2+ years of Covid.  I’m not going to attempt to list the various 

misgivings, except to acknowledge that the list is quite long – some 
we could foresee, and others we would have never guessed would be 
on the list, or at least wouldn’t have ranked as one we’d be dealing 
with to the extent that we are. 

 
Here at Orenco Church, we responded by immediately going to 
Online Worship, recording videos on Thursday afternoons for a 

“broadcast” on Sunday mornings at 10:00 (our normal time of         
in-person worship).  That all began in mid-March of 2020.  Like  
other businesses and schools, our building was closed, with meetings 

held on zoom.  The prerecorded worship services were done that way 
for exactly a year, as we were able to reopen in March, 2021.   
 

Now, more than 2 years later, we are trying to figure out what has changed and what is still the same.  I try to 
assess what the “new normal” is – what we no longer have and what we are able to keep – and what needed to 
be changed.  Here is my partial list: 

 
1)  One thing that changed is the way we worship.  As I mentioned above, in mid-March of 2020 we had to 

change to some kind of pre-recorded worship.  Our version of this quickly developed into pre-recorded     

sermons each Thursday afternoon ( a HUGE thank you to Bob Kuest for his willingness and expertise in   
doing this for 52 straight weeks – we even had a “blooper” montage video at one time.)  Jake and Julie were 
wonderful in their editing duties, in all phases of our new “broadcast,” as each musician recorded their part 

of the praise songs for each Sunday. 
 

Now that we’re back in in-person worship, our service reflects some of those changes.  Communion is 

served by intinction, rather than passing the communion trays down each row of our pew chairs.  Offering 
plates are located in a couple of places in the sanctuary – again, rather than passing them down the rows at a 
specific time of the worship service. 

 
2)  Perhaps the biggest change is reflected in our fellowship or Koinonia.  We see it in our worship numbers 

each Sunday.  Some are back each Sunday for in-person worship, while others have yet to return.  Some list 

the advantages of being able to simply “roll out of bed” to now be part of our now worship livestreaming, 
while others watch the worship service either later on Sundays or even sometime during the week.  Those of 
you who do join us online often participate in the "chat” part of worship (a big thanks to Nancy and others 
who participate in this format). 

 
3)  A big part of “returning to normal” has been our larger community events.  During the 2 years of Covid, we 

were forced to a “hands off” approach for both the Easter Egg Hunt and Trunk or Treat.  These drive-thru 

events were our best attempts of what we would normally do.  What a blessing this past Easter, as the  
“normal” Easter Egg Hunt returned, and also this past week as we hosted our first (and hopefully annual) 
Community End-of-Summer Luau.  Thank you’s to both Haven and to Jenni and John for their planning, 

and to all who helped set up, host, and take down for the event!  Our next big effort will be the in-person 
Trunk or Treat coming up on October 29th. 

Continued on page 5 

   Mark’s Musings 
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New Wednesday Night Study starts 
on Wednesday, September 21st 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Wednesday nights for our latest Bible Study group.  Tim Reed joins us again to 
teach about what it means to follow our Lord Jesus – to be His disciple!  Read what Tim gave 
us for this newsletter announcement: 
 
The Christian faith has always claimed that we affirm salvation is in Jesus alone—but 
what does that mean after we believe? For many American Christians, the answer is 
merely to try not to sin, and wait for Jesus to come back. 
 
The truth is that Jesus was really clear of what he expected from his disciples—that 
they would make more disciples. But, in order to do that, we have to understand a 
few things. Namely, what is the gospel—and why is it good news? What hope are we 
actually waiting for? Why does the story of the Bible matter if all we have to do is     
believe in Jesus? These are questions that many struggle with, but are afraid to ask. 
 
This course will spend four weeks going through what it means to be a disciple of    
Jesus and how to make more.  Each session begins at 6:30pm and will be offered 
both in person and livestream. 
 
Week 1: Disciples Not Converts 
Week 2: The Story of the Bible 
Week 3: The Practices of a Disciple 
Week 4: Making More Disciples 
 
Jesus calls us to the life that’s truly life, but many miss out because everything else 
gets in the way. This course will remind us of what really matters and how to step into 
the life Jesus has for us. 
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Greetings Orenco Church! 
As you know, each year we support children around the world by 
sending Christmas boxes through Operation Christmas Child.  Last 
year we were able to provide a little over 100 boxes and I hope to 
donate even more this holiday season!  Shipping the boxes has   
increased to $10.00 a box, so I’m asking that you please provide 
the shipping cost with boxes that you choose to donate.  Remember 
that you can use any old shoebox, but plastic shoebox containers 
are appreciated because the kids can keep them and use them for 
storage.  
 
It’s fun and easy to shop for little ones, with stuffed animals,   
stickers, and cute clothes, but older kids need boxes as well!  
Things like school supplies, an article of clothing, or a soccer ball 
(with a manual pump included) will brighten a child’s Christmas in a huge way. No time to shop and put a 
box together?  NO PROBLEM!!  Simply make a donation of $25.00 and we will order a box online for you. 
 
More info will be provided in the coming weeks, but I wanted to get this on your radar :). Thank you in      
advance for your generosity to make children around the world feel God’s love during the Christmas season! 
 
Your Missions Elder, Becky Rios 

Mark’s Musings - continued from page 3 

 
Yet, with all of our adaptations to this new normal, my greatest regret has been the loss of Koinonia, of fellowship 
with each other – in worshipping together, simply in our just being together.  We read this in Acts 2:42: 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

 
To me, it reminds me of the reoccurring dream where I can’t seem to move (or respond) fast enough – like my 

feet are stuck in the mud.  It’s as if Satan has so influenced us with all the handicaps presented by Covid, that we 
now can’t respond – and so we’ve directly or indirectly chosen not to respond.  But now is the time to devote  
ourselves to worship together, to fellowship together – and certainly to reach out to and for each other, as the  

family of God.  I sooooooo long for those fellowship and worship together opportunities, somewhat adapting 
Joshua’s words of “as for me and my household . . .” to include that we will do all we can to get back to the    
normal Koinonia we had, knowing that our fellowshipping together is a gift from God to us (see Joshua 24:15). 

 
I’d like to believe that getting this Koinonia back would be as simple as getting back on a bicycle, so-to-speak.  
But I also know that it will take all of us to change whatever habits we now find ourselves in.  I long for a      

sanctuary packed with people worshipping our Lord together, I long for our after-worship dinners – I long for all 
those parts of Koinonia that have been handcuffed, so-to-speak. 
 

Here is my prayer – for each of us, and for all of us: “Lord, these have been a trying couple of years.  Help us  
regain our fellowship, with You and with each other, and for our community and our ministry to them in Jesus’ 
name.  Give us all that we need, especially the need to be bold, to be dedicated to our efforts to be Your people in 

any and every way we can, all to Your glory.  Help us to truly love You with all of our being, and to love each  
other as You love us.  This I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.” 

Mark 
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Our deacons maintain an open door food pantry for 
the community.  Anyone may stop by during office 
hours to pick up a prefilled bag of non-perishable 
food.  “No cooking required” bags are also available.  
Donations of non-perishable food are always needed, 
Right now we are very low on canned chicken and 
tuna.  We also need boxed meals, peanut butter, and 
jelly.  Please place inside the blue barrel that’s in the 
hallway next to the church library. 
 
The deacons also organize a team that provides 
meals, phone calls, and visits to those in our church 
family recovering from surgery, illness, or loss.  
Please let the church office know if you could use 
help in this way or if you are willing to provide 
meals. 

 
 

Hillsboro Prayer Breakfast 
 

The 22nd annual prayer breakfast will be held on  
October 19th at 6:45am in the new Wingspan Event 
Center at the Washington County Fairgrounds.  This 
year’s guest speaker is Georgene Rice.  Georgene is 
well known to many, as a KPDQ talk show host,  
international station correspondent, and Christian 
guest speaker and worship leader.  She and her    
husband, Dan, will also be providing the music. 
 
Our church has a table reserved at the breakfast. If 
you are interested in joining us, please let the church    
office know.  The Hillsboro Prayer Breakfast is a 
non-profit public charity. 

 
 

Thank you for all your prayers, cards, flowers, and 
visits for Ruth Kolstad.  It has been heartwarming to 
see the outpouring of love from our church          
family!  We are happy to report that Ruth is recover-
ing at home now, after a long stay at the hospital.  
She is receiving home health care and we appreciate 
your ongoing prayers for her continued improvement 
and healing.  Short visits are welcome and may be 
scheduled with her daughter, Jackie.   
 

Ruth, Jackie, and Kell 

 

New Fall Sunday Morning Class 
 

Our Sunday morning group begins again September 
11th at 8:45am.  Now is a 
great time to join us as we 
begin a new study.  You can  
attend in person in classroom 
4 or via zoom.  The study 
guide is available on       
Amazon as well as many 
other retailers for about $15.  
To receive the zoom link, 
send an email to us at          
womensministry 
@orencochurch.org.   
 
 
 
In the “How Much More” video Bible study, Lisa 
Harper uses her signature wit and captivating      
storytelling to explain how our Redeemer’s             
unconditional love for us is woven throughout the 
Old and New Testament.  This seven session study 
will explore God’s redemptive heart, tackle          
misunderstood Scripture that reflects God’s       
goodness, and show you God’s perfect compassion 
to lead to a deeper relationship with Him. 
 
 

 
 

Women’s Card Making 
 

Looking for some fellowship with other women?  
Join us for our Circle of Friends card class on any of 

these Saturdays from 10:00am 
to noon at the church:          
September 17, October 15, and 
November 19.  Please reserve 
your spot 1 week in advance by 
sending an email to Kayreen  at 
cardclass@orencochurch.org.  
The cost is $20 and we will 
provide all the supplies you 
need. Scholarships are also 
available.   

 

You don’t have to be crafty, the cards are easy to 
make and we’ll show you what to do.  This is a fun 
group of ladies and we’d love for you to join us! 

 
 

 
 

Women’s Ministry 

mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:womensministry%20@orencochurch.org
mailto:womensministry%20@orencochurch.org
mailto:cardclass@orencochurch.org
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New wed pm graphic & caption with Dec dates, 
handout url, live url, never too late to join.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy September Friends! 
 

Can you believe how fast this summer flew by? School 
time has arrived again, and I look forward to hearing all 
about your new teachers, classmates, and new friends 
you are all going to make. On Sunday mornings in the 
Club House, we will get back to  having a firmer sched-
ule after a laid-back summer of playing and games. I 
would love to challenge all my friends to invite a new 
friend to the Club House this year to discover the love of 
God and learn all about Him. I can’t wait to see where 
this school year will take us all. 

Haven  
outreach@orencochurch.org 

 

Sundays 6 - 8:00 PM 
at the church 
(except Sept. 4th) 

 

Contact: 
jenni@orencochurch.org 

mailto:outreach@orencochurch.org
mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
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Orenco Church 
503-640-8179 
www.orencochurch.org 
www.facebook.com/orencochurch 
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 
 
 
Pastor:  Mark Rainey 
Children & Outreach:  Haven Gilbert 
Youth Ministry:  Jennifer Schatz 
Office Manager:  Nancy Collins 
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Orenco 
YouTube 

Online 
Giving 

pray@orencochurch.org 

http://www.facebook.com/orencochurch
http://www.orencochurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/orencochurch
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
mailto:pastor@orencochurch.org
mailto:outreach@orencochurch.org
mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
http://orencochurch.org/events/calendar
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
mailto:pray@orencochurch.org?subject=Prayer%20Request

