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October 2nd  -  World Communion Sunday - “Things Jesus Said about Money” 

What does God’s Word tell us about Money?  One third of Jesus’ teachings were about 
money and material possessions.  Here are some examples Jesus gives us and why a 
heart of giving is so important, no matter how much or how little we have. 

 

October 9th  –  “Things Jesus Said about Temptation” 
How does Jesus tell us to fight temptation?  You and I will never be perfect, but God’s 
Word gives us strength beyond our own convictions, even in the toughest of struggles. 

 

October 16th  –  We welcome Trevor Walters, of Young Life, who will be our Guest Preacher 
 

October 23rd  –  “Things Jesus Said about Peace” 
 What does it mean to “go in peace?”  Find the examples Jesus gives us to understand  
 our source of peace – what peace really looks like and how each of us can and should   
 pursue it. 
 
October 30th  –  “Things Jesus Said about the Cross” 

What does the Cross mean to you and me?  Jesus’ words show us what He wants for us 
and the meaning of His sacrifice – and the reminder that we are to love and forgive as 
Jesus did.  

 

Join us for In-Person Sunday Worship at 10 AM 
Livestream:  https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 
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October 15th will be the first day of my 40th year as your pastor.  I 
have certainly been blessed by you all during those many years, and 
pray you have been too.  While I cannot possibly thank each of you 

of these many years, I would like to mention a few people. 
 
First, I am thankful for my wife, Lisa – together we have shared in the life 
and ministry of our church.  You have watched our family grow to three kids 
who are now all adults, and on to now three (soon to be four) grandkids.  Lisa 
has been my rock throughout my time with you, constantly helping in many 
areas, both personally for me, and also for all of you in various capacities of 
our church’s ministries.  Our daughter Sarah now serves as the moderator of 
the Deacons and their ministry, Ben assists with our High School team, and 
Alyssa always is a vital part of our Vacation Bible School each year.  A big 
plus for me is seeing all of them in worship on Sundays! 
 
While many of you have served on the church staff in some capacity, I want 
to thank each of you that serves now.  I am so thankful for our church band, 
for their talent and most of all, for their desire to lead us each and every   

Sunday as we worship our Lord together.  We are blessed beyond mention by each band member, their exper-
tise on  various instruments, their voices, and most of all, their relationship to our Lord – we get to share in their 
God-given gifts each Sunday!  Our Lord uses their music to help us worship Him – THANK YOU BAND! 
 
We are blessed with our children and youth ministry leaders, Haven Gilbert and Jenni Schatz.  One blessing is 
that each of them have been active in the life of the church since childhood – now as adults, they both give back 
so much to the children and youth, both in our church and in our neighborhoods.  Their faith is evident in all 
they do, and their dedication to their ministry areas and kids is a joy to me! 
 
We are so blessed by those who serve as Custodians and Audio Visual Techs – too many to name by each     
person!  Every Sunday we see them at work (and some of them also throughout the week).  Together, they make 
our work easier and make the church building and grounds look better! 
 
I have also been blessed by those of you who have served as Elders and Deacons (and those who are serving 
now!).  I know of their love for our Lord, and their love for each of you as well.  Thank you for your many 
hours of service to our Lord, and to us and the people of our neighborhoods.  Thank you for your tireless service 
and energy! 
 
We are so blessed to have Nancy Collins as our church office manager, now having served in that capacity for 
over 15 years.  (I also thank Ellen Burkholder who was our office manager, both in this building and our old 
church!).  Nancy’s job is more than a job – it is her ministry, first to our Lord and then to all of us!  We are also 
blessed to have her sister, Carolyn, as our office assistant.  She gives her time one (or more) days each week to 
help Nancy and our church. 
 
Finally, I am so thankful for all of you – every one of you.  As of this writing, I have been your pastor longer 
than any other current pastor in our presbytery.  I don’t write that to you as a point of pride (well, maybe a little) 
but because our Lord has allowed me to serve Him and you all for that length of time!  Way back in the late 
1970’s I was a youth director (and then temporary pastor) of a church in Red Bluff, California.  Pastor Dean 
Rowley, then pastor at Red Bluff Presbyterian Church, counseled me that he had always felt that “When you 
take a call to serve as a pastor at a particular church, you should treat that call as if it was for your entire       
ministry.”  I didn’t set out to prove his counsel as true, but I can truly say that my 39 years here have been such 
a blessing to me – so thank you, everyone! 
 
Jesus gave us the Great Commandment – to love God with the whole of our being, and to love our neighbor as 

ourselves.  Each of us has that responsibility, we all have that privilege.  Together, may this 40th year in ministry 
together be the best yet!  Thank you!  And Amen! 

   Mark’s Musings 
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Tim Reed continues his teaching on Discipleship,     
concluding with “The Practices of a Disciple” on 
Wednesday, October 5th, and “Making More Disciples” 
on Wednesday, October 12th.  Don’t miss these final two 
teaching times as Tim answers the question:  The    
Christian faith has always claimed that we affirm       
salvation in Jesus alone - but what does that mean      
after we believe? 
 
 

Starting the following Wednesday evening (October 19th) Pastor Mark begins a new series that will examine 
“What Americans Believe about God?”  Here are some recent poll questions that Americans responded to,       
answering strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, strongly disagree, or not sure.  You’ll be          
surprised at the questions, the responses, and what God’s Word actually says to us.  Below are some of the     
sample questions we’ll tackle: 
 

God is a perfect being and cannot make a mistake. 
There is one true God in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God accepts the worship of all religions, including Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 
God created male and female. 

Biblical accounts of the physical (bodily) resurrection of Jesus are completely accurate and   
this event actually occurred. 

Jesus is the first and greatest being created by God. 
Jesus was a great teacher, but he was not God. 

 
Got your attention?  Make sure you come and be a part of this interesting and important study! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy October, Friends!  
This month is exciting because we are having our first 
in-person Trunk-OR-Treat in three years and I look 

forward to seeing you all there! In the Club House, we 
have been taking a deep dive into the life of Jonah and 
how his story leads him to a very large fish. We will 

wrap up with Jonah this month and start learning about 
our next Bible friend, David. Make sure you are at 
church on Sunday morning so you too can learn about 
all the Bible friends in The Club House! 

Haven  
outreach@orencochurch.org 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM 

http://www.orencochurch.org/teaching
mailto:outreach@orencochurch.org
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Most of us have shoe boxes around, right?  Here is a PERFECT way to get the most out of those special   
boxes!  Operation Christmas Child!  We will be officially kicking off the collections starting Oct. 23rd,       
but it’s never too early to get started.  Materials will be handed out on 
Oct. 23rd, but if you want access to them sooner, please just ask! Some of 
the preferred items include school supplies and personal care items such 
as toothbrushes (no toothpaste or lotions), so start looking for items in 
your everyday shopping to get started! 
 
Operation Christmas Child is a special opportunity to provide gifts to 
children around the world.  For some,  these gifts are the first and only 
gifts they will ever receive.  Please remember to include the $10 shipping 
fee (per box) - you can put the total amount in the envelope that will be 
provided and place it inside one of your boxes.  
  
If you’d prefer to not do the shopping and making a box yourself, we can build a box for you online using  
Samaritan Purse’s app.  Just make a $25 donation payable to the church that’s ear-marked “Build-a-Box.” 
You can write this on your check’s memo line or select the checkbox on the church’s online giving website 
(www.orencochurch.org/give.) 
  
If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to me or Nancy in the church office. 
 
In other news, missionary Bob Gamble was in Oregon the last part of September and surprised us with a visit 
during our praise band practice!  I was thrilled to finally meet him in person!  Bob has committed to coming 
to Orenco Church sometime this spring.  More details on that next month! 
 
Thank you one and all for supporting our OPC missions! 
 
Your Missions Elder 
Becky Rios  

ALL IN!  That’s the theme of this year’s Budget Pledge Drive, 
and even more so, our efforts for the coming year 2023.  In a  

couple of weeks you will receive in the mail the Operating 
Budget for next year, along with a description of what we hope 

to accomplish in the coming year.  Thank you in advance, for 
all your continued support (prayerfully, financially, physically, 

and spiritually!)  Together, let’s see how God uses us for      
His glory and honor in 2023! 

 
Also in advance, we thank you for your financial support in the 

remaining months of 2022.  Together, let’s finish out the year 

in great fashion!   

http://www.orencochurch.org/give
mailto:bckyshome678@live.com
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
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It’s Fall and I am loving it!  The youth group has so many fun things to do 
this month.  First, is a Halloween party on October 9th from 6pm-8pm at our 
church.  Feel free to dress up if you like, but it’s not required.  This is a joint 
event with Bethany, Hillsboro, and Old Scotch Presbyterian churches’ youth 
groups, which means even more laughter and fun!  Each church will be  
hosting a monthly event this fall and winter. 

On October 22nd, our youth group will be going to Bella Organic Farm to get 
scared in their haunted corn maze.  For those who do not like haunted things, like me, we can go to their regular 
corn maze while the others get spooked in the haunted one.   

The youth are raising money for a retreat in 2023 and will be holding various fundraisers.  This month, we’re   
running a You Got Boo’d fundraiser (see below) and a caramel apple fundraiser.  We will be selling caramel     
apples and helping out at the Trunk or Treat on October 29th.  All youth, please sign up to create beautiful caramel 
apples on Friday, October 28th, between 5pm and 9pm.  We also need you to volunteer, as we have many jobs to 
do on the 29th.  If you have any questions, please let me know.   

Jenni 
jenni@orencochurch.org 

The youth group is fundraising for their Spring Retreat at Camp Dakota.  One of their fundraisers this month is 
renting  You Got Boo’d yard card signs.  How this works is you can rent a “You Got Boo’d” yard card sign to be 
placed in someone else’s yard as a surprise!  The youth group will put the sign up in the evening or early morning 
at the person’s house you want to Boo and then take it down 24 hours later.  When the person you’re Booing 
wakes up in the morning, they’ll see their sign plus a special goodie bag for them. Each rental comes with one free   
goodie bag and additional bags are only $5 each. You may choose if you want kid bags or adult bags.  This is a 
fun way to surprise people and make them feel special and loved.  The cost to rent a yard card sign is $45 and  $25 
of that goes to our youth group. The remaining $20 goes to cover the costs for goodies bag supplies and travel  
expenses.  Share the Halloween fun this October and rent a You Got Boo’d Sign! This fundraiser is available now 
through October 31st!  You can order from the youth group after Sunday worship in the narthex, or order online at 
readysetbounce-inflatables.com or by sending an email to jenni@orencochurch.org.  

 
 

mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
http://readysetbounce-inflatables.com
mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
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Our deacons maintain an open door food pantry for 
the community.  Anyone may stop by during office 
hours to pick up a prefilled bag of non-perishable 
food.  “No cooking required” bags are also available.  
Donations of non-perishable food are always        
appreciated. Commonly needed items are: canned 
meats and canned fruits.  Please place inside the blue 
barrel in the main hallway, next to the church library. 
 
The deacons also organize a team that provides 
meals, phone calls, and visits to those in our church 
family recovering from surgery, illness, or loss.  
Please let the church office know if you could use 
help in this way or if you are willing to provide 
meals. 

 
 

 
Church 

 Fundraiser 
 
We hope you will       
remember to use gift 
cards from our church 
fundraiser to purchase 
your Halloween candy 
and car decorations for 
the upcoming Trunk-or-
Treat. Our program includes cards that can be used at 
Safeway, Albertsons, Target, Walmart, Fred Meyer, 
QFC, Amazon, and a variety of other stores and eat-
ing establishments.  Stop by the office to see what’s 
available onhand. 
 
You can also order gift cards for upcoming holidays 
and special family events.  In fact, this is the best 
way to participate in this fundraiser.  There are two 
orders forms, one for our United Scrip vendor and 
one for Kroger (Fred Meyer & QFC).  Both are 
available on our board in the church hallway and 
online at https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs.  Typically, 
we order from United Scrip about once a month, 
check with the office for the schedule. Proceeds from 
this fundraiser go to the church general fund. 

 

 
 

 

Women’s Card Making 
 
Looking for some fellowship with other women?  
Join us for our Circle of Friends card class on any of 
these Saturdays from 10:00am to noon at the church:          
October 15 and November 19.  Please reserve your 
spot one week in advance by sending an email to 
Kayreen at cardclass@orencochurch.org.  The cost is 
$20 and we will provide all the 
supplies you need. Scholarships 
are available.   
 

You don’t have to be crafty, the 
cards are easy to make and we’ll 
show you what to do.  This is a fun 
group of ladies and we’d love to 
have you to join us! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Begin Each Day with Jesus” 
Tuesdays 10-11am, in person and zoom 

 
“Discipleship” 

Wednesdays 6-8:30pm, in person and livestream 
(see page 3) 

 
“How Much More?” Women’s Study 

Sundays 8:45-9:45am, in person and zoom 
 

Contact the office for online information 
 

 
October is designated as Pastor Appreciation Month.  
A time set aside each year to honor and give thanks 
to pastors and their families. These very special   
people give, care, and serve their churches and their 
communities in remarkable ways.  If you would like 
to express your thanks to Pastor Mark, Lisa, and their 
family in a card or letter, you may mail it to them or 
to the church, the address is on the back page of this 
newsletter.  We are so blessed to have them! 
 

mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:cardclass@orencochurch.org?subject=Women's%20card%20class
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
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New wed pm graphic & caption with Dec dates, 
handout url, live url, never too late to join.

Our goal is 20 Trunks! 
 

Please register in advance to let us know that 
you are decorating a vehicle for this year’s  

Trunk or Treat.   
Sign up at church or send an email to  
Haven at outreach@orencochurch.org. 

https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
mailto:cardclass@orencochurch.org?subject=Women's%20card%20class
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