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Join us for a special evening of worship on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday  
November 23rd, at 7:00pm.  Remembering the words of Henry Van Dyke,  

“Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received.  Thankfulness is the natural 
 impulse to express that feeling.  Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse.”    

Ezra 3:11 reminds us: “With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord:  
“He is good; His love toward Israel endures forever.  And all the people gave a great 

shout to the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid.” 
Come join us as we celebrate all the Lord continues to do for us! 
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Newsletter 
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T here are two words in the Bible – one in Hebrew, 
the other in Greek – that are most often correctly 
translated as thanks.  In the Old Testament, the 

Hebrew word ydh is used more than 70 times in describing  
the concept of thanks.  It is used in 1 Chronicles 16:34: “Give 
thanks (ydh) to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast love     
endures forever.”  It is also seen in Leviticus 26:40, referring 
to those who turned from God in thanklessness.  
 

In the New Testament, we see where Paul uses the word for Eucharist as he lists for the   
Corinthian Christians the words of Jesus giving thanks before eating His last supper with 
His disciples.  The word of Eucharist is understood to mean that we receive God’s gift of 
forgiveness and new life through the death and resurrection of our Savior Jesus the Christ 
– that we receive it with thanksgiving! 
 
Here's the challenge for each of us in the coming month:  let us, together, memorize   
Psalm 100, as a way we can together give our Lord God thanks for all He has done for us! 
 

Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth.                                                                                
Serve the Lord with gladness;                                                                                                

Come before Him with joyful singing.                                                                                     
Know that the Lord Himself is God;                                                                                           

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;                                                                    
We are His people and the Sheep of His pasture.                                                                

Enter His gates with thanksgiving                                                                                            
And His courts with praise.                                                                                                  

Give thanks to Him, bless His name.                                                                                          
For the Lord is good;                                                                                                        

His loving kindness is everlasting                                                                                           
And His faithfulness to all generations. 

 
Let’s join on Thanksgiving Sunday, and affirm this statement together!  Amen! 
 

Mark 

   Mark’s Musings 
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November 6th - Communion Sunday - Luke 16:1-13 

Biblical Stewardship—When we consider Biblical stewardship, 

we’re not just talking about money and finances.  The basics are 

that we must realize that we are stewards of all that we are and 

everything we have, and must recognize that everything comes 

from God.  Biblical stewardship is much more than just managing 

our time, our talents and our money—and our service to our Lord.  

True Biblical stewardship is about what we do after we say, “Jesus 

Christ is my Lord and Savior.”  It’s acknowledging Jesus’ Lordship 

and then living that out each and every day.  Together, let’s look at Luke 16 and see what true Biblical 

stewardship is. 

 

November 13th - 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

Biblical Generosity—Continuing in our sermon series on stewardship, we need to address an  issue that 

seems to be at the very core of stewardship.  This issue is Biblical Generosity.  We have heard the     

saying that we have been blessed to be a blessing, yet we stop on how high a priority God gives us 

about being generous.  In this day and age when it seems the world is pushing us to only be concerned 

about ourselves we must be willing to look beyond our own cares and concerns and truly see the needs 

of those around us.  Together, as we look to God’s Word to us for this morning, let us consider where our 

lives can be more generous than ever  before—not just for the sake of being generous, but for the     

purpose of glorifying God. 

 

November 23rd - Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at 7:00 PM 

We only hold two evening services each year, on Maundy Thursday before Easter and Thanksgiving Eve, 

the night before Thanksgiving Day.  Please read the front cover of this newsletter and join us for this 

special worship service. 

 

November 20th - Thanksgiving Sunday - 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

Biblical Prosperity—We learned about Biblical generosity, with the Christians from Macedonia serving 

as the example for us to model after.  They gave of themselves to Christ even while they were under  

severe circumstances.  In 2 Corinthians 9, Paul speaks to the Christians at Corinth (and to us) who are 

aware of needs of others.  They were financially better off than those who lived in Macedonia.  We 

Americans are also better off financially than so many others around the world.  We are blessed.  The 

question is, “What are we willing to do, in terms of generosity and our being a prosperous people?  Do 

we give with a God-honoring motivation? 

 

November 27th - 1st Sunday in Advent - Isaiah 9:6-7 

And He shall be called Wonderful Counselor . . . 

We are all familiar with the descriptive names that are giving to us through the prophet Isaiah in   

chapter 9, verses 6-7.  Join us during this Advent time as we discover the meaning and depth of these 

names given to our Savior! 
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P 
lease join us at the church from 

6:30 to 8:00 PM on Friday,      

December 2nd for our “2nd Annual 

Christmas Tree Lighting & Celebration.” 

  

This special event is open to everyone 

from the church (Online attendees and  

Streaming attendees) as well as folks 

from the Orenco community. Please invite 

a friend, relative, or neighbor for a Spirit 

filled and joyous kick off to the        

Christmas season.  

  
 

 

The evening will include: 
1. Lighting of the Christmas tree in the parking lot.    

2. Skits by our Youth Group. 

3. A full set of Christmas songs by our praise band, Cornerstone. 

4. Fellowship time with Christmas cookies and assorted treats. 

 See you there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy November Friends!  
This past month has been so much fun learning 
about Jonah and how he learned to obey God. We 
got to make a fun book about his story and many 
whale crafts. We now will begin learning about   
David and what his story is. This month is also time 
for Operation Christmas Child, and I am challeng-
ing the Club House Kids to each build a special 
box. Thanksgiving will also be here before we 
know it so expect some special crafts and projects. 
See you all soon! 

Haven  
outreach@orencochurch.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
November 13th is our 
Joint Youth Group with 
Bethany, Hillsboro, and Old Scotch Presbyterian 
churches.   It’s Hillsboro Presbyterian’s turn to host 
so we will be at their church this time. 

Sundays 6-8:00 PM 
at the church 

 
Contact: 

jenni@orencochurch.org 

mailto:outreach@orencochurch.org
mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
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Operation Christmas Child is underway! 
 

Most of us have shoe boxes lying around, right?  Here is a PERFECT way 
to get the most out of those special boxes!  Operation Christmas 
Child!  This is a special opportunity to provide gifts to children around 
the world.  For some, these will be the first and only gifts they will ever 
receive.  We have all the materials for you to learn more about this   
mission and consider participating.  These materials will show you step-
by-step how to make a gift box and what items are allowed by the        
countries’ customs regulations.  Please remember to include the $10 
shipping fee (per box) - you may put the total amount in the envelope 
that is provided and place it inside one of your boxes.  
  
If you’d prefer to not do the shopping and making a box yourself, we can build a box for you online using 
Samaritan Purse’s app.  Just make a $25 donation (includes shipping) payable to the church that’s               
ear-marked for “Build-a-Box.”  You can write this on your check’s memo line or select Operation Christmas 
Child on the church’s online giving website (www.orencochurch.org/give.)  If you have questions, please feel 
free to reach out to me or the church office.   

 
Your Missions Elder 
Becky Rios  

 

Bring your 
boxes in by 
Nov. 13th. 

 
(earlier is very  

helpful) 

http://www.orencochurch.org/give
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
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Things to Consider 
 
Beginning with this month of November, Pastor Mark will be writing a new Newsletter column on “Things to 
Consider.”  There are many phrases that describe when we face something that requires our attention regarding a 
decision that needs to take place.  Some of those phrases include: Issues to be considered, issues for discussion, 
and issues that need to be addressed, among others.  So – here is the first of many monthly Things to Consider. 
 
An issue before us at Orenco Church concerns our upcoming 2023 Budget, and in regards to that, how we’re    
doing in 2022.  Below is a short history on how we’ve been doing since Covid (April 2020). 
 
I remember an old adage from a high school coach that pertained to training.  It basically was that if you missed a 
day of practice, it generally took you two days to get back to where you were before you missed that day.  I’ve 
interpreted that to mean that if you missed Monday’s practice, it wasn’t until practice on Tuesday and Wednesday 
that you were back to where you were before you missed Monday (I hope you were able to follow that logic – if 
you call it logic!).  Needless to say, you at least lost a couple days AND you lost momentum. 
 
Momentum is defined as “the product of the mass and velocity of an object.  Momentum can also be seen (and 
thereby understood) as a product or result for psychological reasons as well – meaning that it produces a habit. 
 
None of us in our lifetime have faced anything like the Covid pandemic.  Not only did it result in many losing 
their lives, it also shut down entire countries, including ours.  It affected the aspects of our lifestyles, most of them 
in negative ways.  Businesses were forced to close – many had to close for good for financial reasons, including 
churches.  
  
We were forced to close and go to online church, beginning in the middle of March, 2020.  While we were far 
from alone in this, we have yet to fully recover, now some 2 ½ years later, in terms of in-person church attendance 
and financially. 
 
During the first two years we were able to get financial assistance through the Payroll Protection Plan (both in 
2020 and 2021).  These additional funds enabled us to finish 2020 financially ahead by more than $30,000 and in 
2021 by more than $16,000.  In 2020 our income was more than $492,000 – of which $60,000 was from the    
Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) – for a net income of more than $432,000.  However, in 2021 our income was 
$410,000 – of which another $60,000 was from the PPP – for a net income of $350,000.  Below you’ll see the 
math for these two years, in round numbers: 
           2020:      2021: 

Total Income:  $492,000  $410,000 
Less PPP            -$  60,000            -$  60,000 
Net Income  $432,000  $350,000 
Our Net Gain  $  30,000  $   16,000 

 
While we are very thankful for the additional PPP dollars (as they helped tremendously to underwrite our ministry 
costs, the year-end financial reports revealed a great drop in offerings, especially in 2021.  This is also evident in 
2022 – not just in our own church finances, but in general to most churches across the country.  While we ended 
the previous two years in the black, we are on point to finish this current year in the red – by maybe as much as 
more than -$30,000. 
 
While we were not able to worship together in person, we maintained a fairly good level of offerings received in 
2020 – that fell during 2021 and continues to fall in 2022.  And even now, as in person worship has returned, our 
worship attendance is only 2/3 of what it was prior to Covid.  We are creatures of habit – and having our worship 
services online has been both a blessing and a non-blessing.  While it has allowed us into homes that perhaps we 
would have never been on a Sunday morning, it has also allowed many to choose to worship at home – sometimes 
at a time more convenient to their schedules than the 10am live broadcast.  And with our lower numbers for in  
person worship, so are the offerings we receive as part of our worship to our God.           (continued on next page) 
 
 



Orenco Church November 2022 
- 7 - 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our deacons maintain an open door food pantry for 
the community.  Anyone may stop by during office 
hours to pick up a prefilled bag of non-perishable 
food.  “No cooking required” bags are also available.  
Donations of non-perishable food are always        
appreciated, especially canned meats and canned 
fruit.  Please place inside the blue barrel in the main 
hallway, next to the church library. 
 
The deacons also organize a team that provides 
meals, phone calls, and visits to those in our church 
family recovering from surgery, illness, or loss.  
Please let the church office know if you could use 
help in this way or if you are willing to provide    
future meals. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you will remember this church fundraiser 
for the upcoming holidays.  We sell giftcards!  You 
can use giftcards to buy your groceries year round 
and for all your Thanksgiving and Christmas      
shopping, even on Black Friday!  Place and order for 
the largest variety of giftcards available.  Our forms 
are on a bulletin board in the main hallway and also 
at https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs.   
 
We also keep some giftcards onhand that you may        
purchase in the office.  Some examples are:  Albert-
sons/Safeway, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Bath & 
Body Works, Best Buy, DoorDash, Grubhub,       
JoAnn’s, Panera, Home Depot, Fred Meyer/QFC/
Kroger, Papa Murphy’s, Red Robin, Starbucks, Ulta, 
Visa, Walgreens, and Walmart. 
 
Thank you for your support. Proceeds from this 
fundraiser go towards paying general church         
expenses and bills. 

 

 
 

 

In 2021 I wrote many articles on Stewardship,      
always trying to report to you our month-to-month 
financial status.  This year, I chose not to – and I 
don’t know if not writing was the right decision.  We 
must remember that we are called to be followers of 
our Lord Jesus Christ – and commanded to love God 
and others, and to serve our Lord in word and in 
deed.  He is Lord of all, including our finances, and 
all we have is His. 
 
I encourage each of us to increase our giving in these 
last two months of 2022, to help shore up the current 
financial situation, remembering that each of us has a 
vital part in providing for God’s ministry and       
mission as we seek to be His church.  In advance, 
thank you!!  

 
 
 

Women’s Card Making 
 
Looking for some fellowship with other women?  
Join us at the church for our Circle of Friends card 
class on Saturday, November 19th, from 10:00am 
until noon.  Please reserve your spot a week in      
advance by sending an email to this address:  
cardclass@orencochurch.org.   
 
The cost is $20 and Kayreen Arnold will bring all the 
supplies you will need and can show you how to 
make the cards. No prior knowledge is needed and 
scholarships are available.  This is a fun group and 
we’d love to have you to join us! 

 
 

 
 

mailto:office@orencochurch.org
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:cardclass@orencochurch.org?subject=Women's%20card%20class


Orenco Church November 2022 
- 8 - 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orenco Church 
503-640-8179 
www.orencochurch.org 
www.facebook.com/orencochurch 
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 
 
 
Pastor:  Mark Rainey 
Children & Outreach:  Haven Gilbert 
Youth Ministry:  Jennifer Schatz 
Office Manager:  Nancy Collins 
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 Send prayer requests to pray@orencochurch.org 
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 Return Service Requested 

Please let us know if you’d prefer to receive this newsletter by 
email or if you’d like to unsubscribe.  Printed copies are also 
available at the church. 

Turn your 
clocks back 
Sat. night  
Nov 5th 
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