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Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

Join us for a special evening of worship on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday  
November 24th, at 7:00pm.  Remembering the words of Henry Van Dyke,  

“Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received.  Thanksgiving is the natural 
 impulse to express that feeling.  Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse.”    

Ezra 3:11 reminds us: “With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord:  
‘He is good; His love toward Israel endures forever.’  And all the people gave a great 

shout to the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid.” 
 

Come join us as we celebrate all the Lord continues to do for us! 
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RELIANCE  
 
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord 
your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.   
(Deuteronomy 3:16) 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 
 
Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock. (Isaiah 26:4) 
 
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 

 
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the 
high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite.” (Isaiah 57:15) 
 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there 
is no variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17) 
 
These are just some of the passages from God’s Word that speak to His dependability, His reliance.          
Dependence on God is not something we remember only for emergencies; it is the realization that apart 
from Him we have nothing – no life, no direction, not even breath.  Instead, it is realizing that God is  
everything – with Him we are found, without Him we are lost. 
 
Last month I preached about hope – that God gives us hope when we are weary, when we are broken, when 
things seem hopeless, when we doubt – and that we find complete hope only in Jesus.  Recognizing Jesus 
as our hope can be the beginning of living with Him, and relying on Him.  Not only can we have hope, we 
can rely on that hope – and we can rely on the One who gives us that hope. 
 
Read these words from Paul to the Roman church in chapter 5: 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast 
in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that     
suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put 
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us. 
 
Join me this month as we look to what it means to pursue God – to rely on Him, to put our trust in Him,        
to live for Him and because of Him, and through it all to have peace – complete peace, peace in the face of 
anything and everything.  True hope is knowing that God loves us more than anything else – reliance is 
shown by living out that hope.  Let’s strive to live for our Lord, to love Him more than anything or anyone – 
and then to love each other as He loves us.  Amen. 
 

Mark 

   Mark’s Musings 
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Communion Sunday, November 7th – “Perseverance” 
James 1:2-4:  Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  
 
Sunday, November 14th – “Treasure” 
2 Corinthians 4:7-12:  But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our 
body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may 
also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 
 
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 21st – “Surrounded” 
Hebrews 12:1-3:  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and 
lose heart. 
 
Wednesday, November 24th – “Dependence” 
Thanksgiving Eve service at 7PM  
Psalm 62:5-8:  Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. 6 Truly he is my rock and my 
salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is 
my mighty rock, my refuge. 8 Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for 
God is our refuge. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11-14:  11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will   
gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
 
Sunday, November 28th – 1st Week of Advent 
“Faithfulness”, based on Psalm 100:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the 
Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.  Know that the Lord is God. It is he that 
made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name.  For the Lord is good; 
his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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Join us at 9am! 

Starts at 8:45am 

T 
he focus of Advent is to prepare 
us to Celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  
Traditionally, we focus on Faith, 

Hope, Joy and Love.  But the birth of our 
Lord, God’s redemption of those created in 
His image, must be recognized as more 
than simple tradition.  While we like our  
traditions, let us not lose the true meaning 
of preparedness – being prepared to      
declare all that God has done for us, His 
Son given to us to reconcile us back to 
Him.  May that word “declare” be central in 
our preparation – “In your hearts revere 
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” 
(1 Peter 3:15).  
 
What we hope will be a new and ongoing tradition is our first Orenco Community Christmas 
Tree Lighting, to be held on Sunday, November 28th, at 4:30pm (note the date change!)   
Remembering our Mission Statement, "Called to put God's love in action, Orenco Church 
glorifies Jesus Christ by worshipping God and celebrating Him, sharing His Good News, 
and caring for the community and beyond,” we are inviting the Orenco community to join 
us as we begin our celebrating of God’s gift to us – His Son, who is Christ the Lord!  Join 
us, and be sure to invite those around us! 
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Holiday Meal Assistance 
 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming up and our 
Deacons will be offering grocery gift cards to local 
families in need of assistance with their holiday 
meals. This is the second year that the deacons are 
giving gift cards instead of food baskets, in consider-
ation of the pandemic.  If you, or someone you 
know, are in need of food assistance please give 
your name and contact information to the church  
office before November 19th.  There are a limited 
number of gift cards available.  The families will 
receive their card in November, so they may use for 
either holiday.  Our deacons also maintain a year-
round food pantry where anyone may stop by during 
office hours for a pre-filled bag of non-perishable  
goods. 

 

Dear Friends,  
My family and I bring you our heartfelt thanks for 
all of the gifts, cards, and best wishes in October, as 
I said farewell for a new position after fifteen years 
at Orenco Church. Your kind words and attendance 
at our farewell party meant the world to me! You are 
in my thoughts and prayers, and my life has been 
forever changed during my time at Orenco! Thank 
you for your prayers too, as I serve now as a Hospice 
Chaplain. I have met incredible patients in the last 
couple of weeks, who have reminded me we are 
made in the image of God, and he brings us courage, 
love, and hope every day of our lives. Thank you, 
and God bless you!  

With love, Pastor Rachel  

 
Operation  

Christmas Child 
 

 “The Shoebox  
Mission” 

 

 
Only two more weeks to get your boxes ready!  
Bring in your shoeboxes filled with gifts for children 
before November 14th.  The earlier the better, to  
allow us time to get them sorted and ready for       
delivery.  We recommend plastic shoebox size bins 
as they can be used for storage in humid climates, 
but any shoebox is fine.  Plastic ones can often be 
found at Target, Fred Meyer, and some craft stores. 
 
Be sure to pick up the necessary information on what 
is/isn’t allowed before you go shopping!  This info is 
available in the narthex at church and on Samaritan 
Purse’s website.  Each box needs to have a provided 
label attached on the outside and filled out whether 
the box is for a boy or girl, and an age group circled.  
This really saves us time in not having to look 
through each box to fill the labels out. 
 
Toys of some quality are preferred, $1 items can 
break easily which is disappointing for the child.  
These gifts are often the first and only gifts they will 
ever receive.  Please remember to include the $9 
shipping fee (per box) - just put the total amount in a 
provided envelope and place it inside one of your 
boxes.  
 
If you don’t have time to make a box, no problem! 
You can designate a $25 donation to the church and 
we will build one for you virtually.  Write “build a 
shoebox” on your check or use the designated online 
option at www.orencochurch.org/give.   
 
Contact Cindy Wassmer or the church office with  
questions.  Thank you! 

 

 

Last Day to 
Drop Off 
Boxes is  

Nov. 14th 

Turn clocks 
back 1 hour 
Saturday  
evening  
Nov. 6th 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
http://www.orencochurch.org/give


Orenco Church November 2021 
- 6 - 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry 
 

Happy November kids!  
 
I am looking forward to seeing you all this month at 
the Club House on Sunday mornings. We will be 
working on memorizing Psalm 23 and learning what 
Psalm 23 is teaching us.  We are also beginning a new 
structure that will allow for more learning time along 
with games, crafts, and a snack; don’t worry though, 
we will still be having tons of fun! The club house is 
open for kids Pre-K through 5th grade so if you have 
kiddos at home please come join us!  
 
See you all Sunday morning my friends! 
Haven 
outreach@orencochurch.org 

 

 
Women’s Ministry 

 

In Person Card Making Class 
November 20th 

 

Join us at 10:00am for an in person card making 
class!  Masks will be required, regardless of your  
vaccination status, and all Covid protocols followed.  
This fun event will be held in the church sanctuary, 
with plenty of space for distancing.  The cost is $20 to 
cover the supplies for your projects.  Contact Kayreen 
Arnold if you need more information. 

 

 

 

Gift Card  
Fundraiser 

 
We just received a new  
shipment of Kroger gift 
cards in a variety of denomi-
nations.  These can be used 
at Fred Meyer and QFC   
locally, or any Kroger   
company nationally - even 
their gas stations!  And, because their stores have such 
a large variety of departments they make great gifts! 
 
We will soon receive a shipment from United Scrip, 
including best sellers like Albertsons & Safeway, 
Walmart, Amazon, Home Depot, Starbucks, Pre-paid 
Visa cards, and several fast food and other restaurants.   
 
Contact the office to see what else we have, or better 
yet, turn in a yellow order form before our next order 
date with United Scrip on November 30th. Now is the 
time to place your Christmas orders, to allow for   
shipping and mailing time if your gifts are for loved 
ones out of town.  You can choose from a much larger 
variety of merchants and denominations when you 
place an order using this online form: https://
tinyurl.com/UnitedScrip. Or pick up a yellow form on 
the bulletin board in the narthex area at church.  Thank 
you for supporting this year round church fundraiser 
for the general fund! 
 
 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/UnitedScrip
https://tinyurl.com/UnitedScrip
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Orenco Church welcomes Tim Reed, who will be teaching a six week Bible Study on 
the Beatitudes, found in Matthew 5-7.  Please arrive early in the sanctuary so we can 

start promptly at 7pm.  Cookies, coffee, and tea will be provided (no meal.)  This study 

will also be livestreamed at https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube.  
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Orenco Presbyterian Church 
6420 NE Oelrich Street 
Hillsboro, OR  97124 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Return Service Requested 

Please let us know if you’d prefer to receive this newsletter by 
email or if you’d like to unsubscribe.  Hard copies are also 
available at the church. 

Orenco Church 
503-640-8179 
www.orencochurch.org 
www.facebook.com/orencochurch 
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 
 
 
Pastor:  Mark Rainey 
Youth Ministry:  Jennifer Schatz 
Children & Outreach:  Haven Gilbert 
Office Manager:  Nancy Collins 
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How may we pray for you?  Send prayer requests to office@orencochurch.org 
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