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Sunday, January 1
st 

New Year’s Day 
“Challenges to Accept” 

 
Sunday, January 8

th
 

Epiphany Sunday  
Communion will be served 

“Enemies to Defeat” 
 

Sunday, January 15
th

 
“Dangers to Avoid” 

 
Sunday, January 22

nd
 

“Opportunities to Take” 
 

Sunday, January 29
th

 
“Attitudes to Develop” 

Sermon Series Theme: 
Sundays at 10 AM 

 
“But whatever were gains to me I now consid-
er loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I 
consider everything a loss because of the   
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which is through faith 
in Christ—the righteousness that comes from 
God on the basis of faith.  I want to know 
Christ—yes, to know the power of his resur-
rection and participation in his sufferings,  
becoming like him in his death, and so,  
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from 
the dead.  Not that I have already obtained 
all this, or have already arrived at my goal, 
but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have 
taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heaven-
ward in Christ Jesus.  
    Philippians 3:7-14 

http://www.facebook.com/orencochurch
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
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J 
anuary 1

st
 often finds people making a new year’s       

resolution – from time to time I’ve made them – perhaps 
you have, too.  As I write this for our church newsletter 
and website, it’s Monday, December 26, 2022 – the day 

after Christmas.  2022 is almost over, 2023 is about to begin.  What 
will this coming year look like and what will it bring?  We have just  
celebrated the birthday of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  So – 
what will we do in the coming year for Him, for the church body in 
which He’s gathered us together to be His people, located in this part 
of Hillsboro? 
 
On Christmas Sunday morning, I shared a new meaning for the word          
represent – actually, not a new meaning, perhaps, but a new pronunci-
ation, and therefore a new understanding of our call to be followers of 
Jesus.  “Re-Present.”  How can we “re-present” Him to our community?  
To our families, our friends, our neighborhoods, our co-workers, our 
city and state, wherever our lives are led in this coming year? 
 

Let me share with you two resolutions for us to consider and, I hope and pray, make part of our faith 
and witness of our Lord to EVRYONE our paths cross in 2023.  Here are the two things I hope we     
resolve to do: 
 

You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream. 
You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step. 

 
Here is why these two new year’s resolutions speak to me, and I hope speak to you, for yourself and 
together for our church and our ministry for our Lord. 
 
Consider Paul’s words to the church in Corinth:  
 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. “            Romans 12:1-2 
 
The first resolution is from C. S. Lewis.  The year 2023 presents to us a new leaf in our own life – for 
me, I will turn 69 years old.  I firmly believe Lewis’ resolution – I’m not too old to set another goal for 
myself, not too old to dream a new dream – to claim Paul’s words to the Philippian church:  “For to 
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (1:21), and to seek to live, day after day, for my Lord. 
 
The second resolution is from Martin Luther King.  I don’t have to see each stair in the staircase of life 
before me, but I do need by faith to be willing to take each stair as it comes.  The writer of Hebrews 
put it this way: “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see” (see chapter 11). 
 
The writer of Hebrews then gives us a list of those Old Testament people who chose to live by faith, 
then continuing in chapter 12: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.  Let us run with persever-
ance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart” (Hebrews 12:1-3). 

 
Together, let’s Be the Church – our part of the entire Church of Jesus Christ, called and set apart by 
Him and empowered by His Holy Spirit - to love Him and each other, and to answer the call to tell 
others that He alone is the Way, the Truth, and Life.  Amen!  

   Mark’s Musings 
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Happy New Year Friends!  
 
This past year with all of you has been such a  
blessing in my life and I look forward to spending 
this next year continuing to learn and grow with you 
all. As we grow together, we will continue to learn 
more about the people in the Bible and what roles 
they play, using fun videos, storybooks, crafts, and 
music. This year, I would love to invite the         
congregation to volunteer in the Club House on 
Sunday mornings (after the kids are excused.) This 
would include reading a  story or leading a           
pre-planned lesson. For anyone interested in getting 
involved, please let me know. 
 

Haven 
outreach@orencochurch.org 

 
 
 

 
We provide snacks to the Hillsboro School District 
for children who don’t get enough to eat during the 
week.  If you’d like to help, place items in the drop 
off bin in the center hallway.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to a new year!  To start off 2023 with a 
bang we have a few great events planned.  In January 
we have a Game Night, Movie Night, and an All-
Nighter scheduled. Check out the church calendar or 
our youth group bulletin board for more details on 
dates and times.   
 
In addition to fun events, we will be participating in 
a service project on Saturday, January 28th, from 
9:30am-2:30pm at Bethany Presbyterian. All youth 
should arrive at Orenco Church by 9:30am and we 
will carpool to Bethany. For our service project we 
will be cooking for Transition Projects and putting 
together winter kits.  We will carpool everyone back 
to Orenco Church at 2:30pm.  For those who interest-
ed and can stay longer, we will go out for coffee, 
snacks, and cocoa at Ava Roasteria in Orenco,      
returning again to Orenco Church at 4:30pm.  
 
Our youth group is having their first All-Nighter 
since the pandemic, and they are extremely           
excited about it.  Since we are trying to save money 
for our spring retreat, we are asking for food         
donations for the all-nighter such as breakfast items, 
snacks, and drinks.  We are thankful for any         
contribution and will be grateful for any help. Please 
drop food off on the shelves outside room 5/6 in the 
back hallway.  Contact Jennifer Schatz if you’re   
interested in making a donation to the youth group or 
have questions about any of our events.  Thank you 
and Happy New Year! 
 

Jenni 
jenni@orencochurch.org 

 
 

January’s 
snack: 

 

Goldfish 
 

School: 
 

Evergreen  
Middle School 

mailto:outreach@orencochurch.org
https://www.tprojects.org/
mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
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Secret Prayer Partners 

 

Attention all women! 
If you would like to participate in this year’s Secret 
Prayer Partner (SPP) program, now is the time to   
enroll.  The SPP program is a wonderful way to    
support other women  in the church, giving them the 
assurance that someone is praying for them! The 
commitment is for one year and it is nice to remem-
ber your SPP with a small gift, a card, or a note 
throughout the year and on special occasions.  We 
encourage you to leave something for your SPP once 
a month.  Of course, the real gift is answered prayer! 
That is free and material gifts are optional. However, 
leaving something, even a card or note, once a month 
lets your SPP know she’s remembered and being held 
in prayer.   
 
2023 enrollment forms are available on the women’s  
bulletin board at church and online at https://
tinyurl.com/NewsAndDocs.  Be sure to turn your 
form in to the office by January 31st!  You will learn 
who your 2023 SPP is in early February. 
 
If you were in this last year’s program (2022) you 
should have received an invitation from Louise 
Fowler to the reveal party on Jan 9th.  Contact Louise 
if you have questions or need directions to her home. 
 
 

Women’s Card Making 
 

Join us at the church for our monthly Circle of 
Friends card class!  This is as much of a fellowship 
event as it is card making.  We normally meet on the 
third Saturday and hope to see you at the church on 
January 21st from 10am to noon.  Please try to reserve 
your spot a week in advance with an email to:  
cardclass@orencochurch.org 
 
The cost is $20 and Kayreen Arnold will bring all the 
supplies you will need and can 
show you how to make the cards. 
No prior knowledge is needed 
and scholarships are available.  
This is a fun group and we’d love 
to have you to join us! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our deacons maintain a community food pantry  
inside the church.  Anyone may stop by during    
office hours and pick up a prefilled bag of            
non-perishable food.  A “no cooking required” bag 
option is also available.  Donations of non-
perishable food are always appreciated, especially 
canned meats and canned fruit.  Just place your 
items inside the barrel in the hallway.  Please check 
the expirations dates before bringing items in. 
 

 

Did you know we provide prayer shawls to Brighton 
Hospice for their chaplains to give to patients?  If 
you need a winter project that you can do inside 
where it’s warm, you may want to consider making 
a shawl or lap blanket for this ministry.  Any pattern 
and color, in whatever medium you wish (crochet, 
knit, woven) is great.   

Orenco Church 
Sanctuary 

Monday, Jan. 23rd 
Noon - 5:00 pm 

https://tinyurl.com/NewsAndDocs
https://tinyurl.com/NewsAndDocs
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:llf8022@gmail.com?subject=Secret%20Prayer%20Partner
mailto:cardclass@orencochurch.org
https://brightonhospice.com/locations/oregon/
https://brightonhospice.com/locations/oregon/
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Our Community Garden  
Plot is Available! 

 

If you are interested in using part or all of our 
church’s garden plot in 2023 please contact the 
church office soon!   
 
You’ve probably noticed the community garden area 
on our property.  It’s maintained by the City of    
Hillsboro’s Parks and Recreation department and our 
church has one of the plots.  The church doesn’t need 
the plot any longer so we’re offering it to the        
congregation to use this year.  It could be used by 
one person or shared by two or more.  You do need 
to keep it weeded and watered.  We need to know by 
the end of January, otherwise we may give up our 
church plot.   

pray@orencochurch.org 

 
 

  

After worship February 5 

mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:pray@orencochurch.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
http://www.orencochurch.org/give
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Thank you to all who did their Christmas shopping  
and meal planning with our gift card fundraiser!   
Because of you, we raised almost $500 for the 
church general fund this year!  This is a year round 
fundraiser and we’re ready to starting fundraising for 
2023.  If you’d like to learn how to use this fundrais-
er just ask in the office. 
 
We will be ordering from our primary vendor,     
United Scrip, soon.  They offer a large variety of gift 
cards for most anything you can think of. We also 
keep some cards onhand, stop by and see what we 
have on Sundays or during office hours. 
 
We can also order gift cards from Kroger that can be 
used at QFC, Fred Meyer, and other places, includ-
ing their gas stations.  We order when we can meet 
their minimum, so let us know if you’re interested. 
 
Order forms are available on our bulletin board and 
also online at www.https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs.   

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:office@orencochurch.org
www.https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
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Orenco Church 
503-640-8179 
www.orencochurch.org 
www.facebook.com/orencochurch 
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 
 
 
Pastor:  Mark Rainey 
Children & Outreach:  Haven Gilbert 
Youth Ministry:  Jennifer Schatz 
Office Manager:  Nancy Collins 
 
 

Inside this Newsletter: 
Sunday Sermon Series   cover 
Mark’s Musings     page 2 
Bible Studies    page 3 
Children’s Ministry   page 4 
Youth Ministry    page 4 
Women’s Ministry   page 5 
Deacon Ministry    page 5 
Sunday Worship (In person/Livestream) page 7 
Church Calendar    online 
 
 

Orenco 
YouTube 

Online 
Giving 

   “We joyfully serve Jesus and  
our Community” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please let us know if you want to unsubscribe to our monthly 
newsletters.  Printed copies are also available at the church. 

Our Vision Statement: 

http://www.facebook.com/orencochurch
http://www.orencochurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/orencochurch
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
mailto:pastor@orencochurch.org
mailto:outreach@orencochurch.org
mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
http://orencochurch.org/events/calendar
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
http://www.orencochurch.org/give
mailto:office@orencochurch.org?subject=Unsubscribe

