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 Orenco Presbyterian Church 

   “We joyfully serve Jesus and our Community” 

 

August preaching schedule - “Follow” 

We continue our study of Mark’s gospel, this month looking at chapters 9-12.  Come join us each 
Sunday as we look to see what it means to intentionally follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 
August 7th  -  Communion Sunday 

 Mark 9 - Seeing All We Need to See 
 There are only three things that are eternal: God, His Word, and people.  Where are you investing 

your life? As a disciple of Jesus, invest your life in what will last forever. 
 

August 14th  -   Mark 10 - Called to Follow and Serve our Lord 
God calls us to know Jesus and to serve. When we commit to follow Jesus, then our lives should change. 
Healing comes in Jesus. Hope comes in Jesus. Life comes in Jesus. Live in Jesus this week and bring 
Him into every part of your life – your marriage, your money, and your ministry. 

 

August 21st  -  Mark 11 - In God Alone 
We tend to be people set on following our own agenda – “to live as I want  to live!”  The reality though is 
that God never intended it to be that way. Join us this Sunday as we see what it means to really trust in 
Him and to serve Him – in short, to follow Jesus! 

 

August 28th  -  Mark 12 - What Holds Us Back? 
What holds you back from experiencing the life we have in Jesus Christ?  When we understand what   
Jesus has done for us, we can better respond  to Him – in praise, in worship, our service – in all of  
our life – for Him! 

 

Sunday worship at 10 AM 

In Person or livestream - https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 

Table of contents on last page 
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I  was one of many in a conversation this past week – the 
person giving the meditation prior to our meeting gave 

us his dilemma – wanting so much for what had been normal, 
and at the same time, realizing that “normal” may never be 
something we get back. 
 
Of course, he was talking about what things were prior to 
Covid – prior to March, 2020. I assured him we all had that 
same struggle – wanting things to return to what they had been, 
while trying to lean into what we now recognize as a new    
normal. 
 
For me, it has been a time of encouraging us to come back to in
-person worship, yet also realizing that for some of you, the 

new normal is worshipping online, some at the appointed 10:00am time, and for others, maybe later in 
the day or maybe even mid-week.  I’ve struggled with how we’ve lost connection, and the sense of   
being able to gather “together” for worship, for study, even simply for conversation and to support one 
another in prayer and care. 
 
In the conversation, “Jim” pointed out that he couldn’t help but notice how Lot’s wife took a backward 
glance as she and her husband escaped Sodom – only to be turned to a pillar of salt because she        
disobeyed and looked back at what she was leaving.  She longed for what had been normal. 
 
How do we balance this yearning for what had been normal, when what had been maybe will never 
come back?  Or what part of that normalcy can come back?  And, is it worthwhile for us that it does 
come back?  Or are we to look for and establish a new normal? 
 
One thing I am certain of – in all that has happened, the one constant through it all is that Jesus is Lord 
– He was Lord yesterday, He is certainly Lord today, and He WILL be Lord tomorrow – for all         
tomorrows!  And moving forward, this is my prayer – for you and for myself: 
 
Lord, thank You that you are the constant in all of this – You did not change, and in the midst of what 

changes around us, You Never Change!  So Lord, I give myself again to you.  I ask you to help me see 
what I need to retain, even desperately hold onto, and at the same time, help me to see what I           

desperately need to let go of.  Thank you that you are the same – yesterday, today and tomorrow.  Help 

me to rest in that truth – to cling desperately to that truth – to cling desperately to you, and what I have 

always had in You.  You alone are Lord, you alone are God.  You were, you are, and you always will 

be.  In all of this, help me to rest completely in you.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

Mark 

   Mark’s Musings 
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Greetings Orenco Church! 
I returned from Village of Hope, Uganda on July 14 and am so 
excited to share all about my trip during service on Sunday, 
Aug. 14!  I was able to spend time at both Bobi, the primary 
school village, and Bweyale, the secondary and vocational 
school village.  Founder and Director Cindy Cunningham and I 
met with multiple groups including counselors, school leaders, 
and house moms.  Everyone was so excited to have us there 
after being gone so long!  We got a lot of information from 
everyone that we can take back to our board and help people 
understand the impact of Covid-19 and how we can move  
forward from here.  Much more info, pictures, and videos will 
be shared on Aug. 14! 
 
Thank you to everyone for your prayers and support! 
Sincerely, 
Your Missions Elder, Becky Rios 

mailto:https://villageofhopeuganda.com/
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 Gen·er·os·i·ty 
Giving good things to others freely and abundantly. 

 
Generosity, Defined by Second Graders 

 
My Grandpa was generous by being nice and spending time with me. 

 I would like to be generous by teaching people things too. 
 

“Generous is defined, or at least one of its definitions, is ‘giving 
more than is expected.’ I think that phrase is really important. In 
the Christian tradition you are encouraged to tithe ten percent. I 
wouldn’t describe that as generosity, however, because that’s what 
you’re supposed to do. That’s what is expected. I think, likewise, if you help a coworker finish a task or 
clean up after an event, or whatever it might be, I might argue that ’s expected. That’s just being a good 
person. Generosity is something more than that.” 

—Mrs. Heather Templeton Dill, grand-daughter to Sir John Templeton 
 
 
 

Above are three (3) statements on what generosity – the first, a straight definition, the second as seen through the 
eyes of a second grader, and the last one, a statement inspired by Sir John Marks Templeton (November 29, 1912 
– July 8, 2008) who was an American-born British investor, banker, fund manager, and philanthropist.  The     
impact of his life and practice is what his grand-daughter Heather has reflected in her definition. 
 
She points out the difference between what is expected, and doing more – and states that “doing more” is the   
definition of generosity. 
 
We are in the midst of the 3rd year of Covid – and how it’s affected us who are part of Orenco Church.  In the first 
2 years, the church was able to secure funds from the federal government, through the Payment Protection Plan, 
each year receiving a grant of $60,000.   
 
Now in this 3rd year, the church and the funding for our ministry have been entirely on us.  During the first 2 
years, the church finances ended in the black (positive numbers) due to the additional funds.  However, this is not 
the case for us in the current year (2022), as we are currently running in the red at -$27,724.31.  But when you 
subtract $21,760.38 (the amount spent to date on the church sign and equipment used to live-stream our worship 
services), we’re behind by -$5,963.93 – an amount we can erase during the last half of 2022. 
 
The session has been very conservative on spending (as they always have been), especially in light of the changes 
that have come to our worship services – where we had no live worship services in the first year of Covid, to now 
gathering back together in these last couple years.  In-person attendance has not returned to what it was prior to 
Covid, nor has our normal giving numbers – and yet for some individuals and families, their definition of        
generosity would match the definition given by Mrs. Heather Templeton-Dill, in the last example shown above. 
 
As we now enter the final summer month of August, let us take stock of our own definition of generosity,        
including our response to be generous people of God.  In September, I will be preaching on the topic of steward-
ship, and our need to be leaders in all areas of stewardship, not just financially but also in terms of 
how we share the Good News of Jesus with people around us.  Again, look for this special sermon 
series, starting in September. 
 

As always, I am extremely grateful for your collective support: financially, prayerfully, and by the 
sweat of your brow!  We have news to share of the greatest importance – that Jesus alone is Savior 

and Lord!  Amen!          Mark   
Online 
Giving 

http://www.orencochurch.org/give
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One last month of summer, how is that even         
possible!?!  To help end the summer right, IMPACT 
will be helping and participating with the church’s 
End of Summer Luau on August 25th.   This will be 
an exciting event that will require many volunteers. 
If you are interested in helping, please let us know.  
 
Also, this month we are having another Girls of 
Grace / Life Skills COED class and we will be   
making Coffee Cake!  Sign-ups are on the bulletin 
board in the hall or text me your RSVP.  Lastly, I am 
working on a bowling night for August 7th.  Look for 
emails about social media posts for more               
information.  Have a wonderful summer! 

Jenni 
 

August Youth Group Schedule: 
   Aug 7th     Bowling! Meet at church 5:30pm 

   Aug 12th    Girls of Grace/Life Skills COED 
    2-5pm at church 
   Aug 14th     Youth Group, 6-8pm 

   Aug 21st      Youth Group, 6-8pm 

   Aug 28th    No Youth Group 

 
For information about Orenco’s Youth Group please 
contact Jennifer Schatz jenni@orencochurch.org. 
 

 
 
We still have some landscape 
areas that don’t have anyone 
signed up to care for them.  
Thank you to those who signed 
up earlier in the year and who 
are keeping your area weed free 
and looking nice!  You’re doing 
a great job!  To sign up for an 

area contact Dave or Carol VanSchepen.  If you have 
questions about a particular plant in your section, see 
one of them or Cindy Wassmer. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Hello Friends and happy August! 
 
I am looking forward to spending the final month of 
summer with you all before school begins again. In 
the Club House, we will be wrapping up learning 
about David and starting to learn about another Bible 
friend. Our next friend’s name is Jonah, and he has a 
very surprising story  involving a whale, I’m excited 
to teach you all about him. Lastly, don’t forget to 
invite your friends and family to come and join our 
fun time together on Sunday mornings. See you 
there!   

Haven  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our church has a new fundraiser!  BottleDrop is a 
convenient way to redeem your Oregon beverage 
containers - currently the rate is 10 cents each.      
Recycling helps keep Oregon clean and litter free 
and now you can have your return money go to our 
church.  There are two ways that you can do this: 
 
1. If you have a BottleDrop account that uses the 

green bags, you may go online and designate part 
or all of your return funds to Orenco Presbyterian 
Church. 

2. Pick up an empty blue Bottledrop bag and sticker 
at the church.  Fill it with your containers and 
take to a BottleDrop location. Some groceries 
have one, including Fred Meyer on Imbrie Rd. 

 
Note: Please do not bring your bottles/cans to the 
church.  For a list of BottleDrop locations and more 
information about their donation programs take a 
look at www.bottledropcenters.com. 

mailto:jenni@orencochurch.org
mailto:vanschepen@frontier.com?subject=Help%20with%20church%20grounds
http://www.bottledropcenters.com
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Our deacons maintain an open door food pantry for 
the community.  Anyone may stop by during office 
hours to pick up a prefilled bag of non-perishable 
food.  “No cooking required” bags are also available.  
Donations of non-perishable food are always needed, 
especially ones with pull-top lids.   
 
Here is this month’s wish list:  peanut butter, canned 
tuna and chicken, cereal, individual fruit cups,      
individual raisin boxes, granola/protein/breakfast 
bars, any other ready to eat items.  Please place     
inside the blue barrel in the hallway, next to the 
church library. 
 
If you would like a phone call, visit or meal, our  
deacons may be able to help.  Contact the office. 
 
 
 

Hillsboro Prayer Breakfast 
The 22nd annual prayer breakfast will be held on  
October 19th at 6:45am in the new Wingspan Event 
Center at the Washington County Fairgrounds.  This 
year’s guest speaker is Georgene Rice.  Georgene is 
well known to many, as a KPDQ talk show host,  
international station correspondent, and Christian 
guest speaker and worship leader.  Georgene and her 
husband, Dan, will also be providing music at the 
event. 
 
Our church always has a table at the breakfast. If you 
are interested in joining us please let the church    
office know.  The Hillsboro Prayer Breakfast is a 
non-profit public charity. 

 
 
 

We Remember Marlene Kost 
The family of Marlene Kost invites all of you to a 
celebration of life service at the church on Thursday, 
August 4th, at 2:00pm.  Many of you remember   
Marlene and her husband, Ken.  Though unable to 
attend in person in recent years, they have continued 
to remain active in the church and worship with us 
online.  Please keep Ken and their family in prayer 
and we hope you’ll join us on the 4th. 
 

Summer is a great time to use our church’s gift card 
fundraiser.  If it’s too hot to cook, have it delivered 
and use a giftcard for Grubhub or DoorDash.  We 
also have giftcards to restaurants and fast dining 
onhand, as well as several grocery stores.  Do you 
shop online?  We usually have Amazon and prepaid 
Visa’s onhand, but they sell fast.  Same goes for 
Home Depot and Best Buy, which come in handy for 
summer home improvement projects.  Stop by the 
office and see what we have in stock!   
 
You can also order your own gift cards, in fact this is 
the best way to use our fundraiser because you have 
a larger variety of places to choose from.  Pick up 
our yellow and blue order forms from our bulletin 
board in the hallway.  They’re also at www.https://
tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs. We order about once a 
month from United Scrip (yellow form) and a few 
times a year from Kroger (blue form.)   Kroger cards 
can be used at Fred Meyer gas stations and stores as 
well as at QFC.  Plus many other chains all over the 
US.  If you’re taking a road trip, you may want to 
consider Kroger and prepaid Visa cards. 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Card Making 
This month’s class will be on 
Saturday, August 20th, from 
10:00am to Noon at the 
church.   
 
Please reserve your spot by 
August 14th with an email to 
cardclass@orencochurch.org.  
The cost is $20 and we provide all the supplies you’ll 
need.  Scholarships are available.   
 
You don’t have to be crafty, it’s easy and we will 
show you what to do.  It’s a fun group of ladies and 
we’d love for you to join us! 

 
 

 
 

mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
mailto:office@orencochurch.org
www.https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs
www.https://tinyurl.com/OrencoDocs
mailto:cardclass@orencochurch.org.?subject=Card%20Class
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New wed pm graphic & caption with Dec dates, 
handout url, live url, never too late to join.

https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube
mailto:outreach@orencochurch.org
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Orenco Church 
503-640-8179 
www.orencochurch.org 
www.facebook.com/orencochurch 
https://tinyurl.com/OrencoYouTube 
 
 
Pastor:  Mark Rainey 
Youth Ministry:  Jennifer Schatz 
Children & Outreach:  Haven Gilbert 
Office Manager:  Nancy Collins 
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Missions    page 3 
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Send your requests to pray@orencochurch.org 

Orenco 
YouTube 

Online 
Giving 
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