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NE WS LETTER 

 We joyfully serve Jesus and our community                    August 2017  

 

 
Waiting on God  
 
August 6th 
ñBelievingò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the Beginning  
 
August 13 
Creation 
 
August 20 
In His Image 
 
August 27 
A Sabbath Rest 
 
 
Listen to past sermons 
online. 

Sunday worship @ 10 AM 

Followed by fellowship 

http://orencochurch.org/teaching
http://orencochurch.org/teaching


Orenco Church  August 2017  - 2 - 

 

 
As I write this, we are just about to leave for a week-long stay in 
Ireland and Scotland.  We trace some family roots to Scotland ï 

my grandmother on my momôs side was born a MacDonald (her        
fatherôs was named Angus ï you canôt get more Scottish than that).   
 
Presbyterianism finds its roots in Scotland, too.  John Knox, while 
studying under John Calvin in Geneva, Switzerland, became      
convinced that the church in Scotland must reform from               
Catholicism.  From that initial movement came the Scots Confes-
sion, which is part of our Book of Confessions (thereôs a copy of it 
in the church library).  Here is one of its tenets: #16 ï The Kirk: 
 
As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we   
firmly believe that from the beginning there has been, now is, and to 
the end of the world shall be, one Kirk, that is to say, one company 
and multitude of men and women chosen by God, who rightly    

worship and embrace Him in true faith in Christ Jesus, who is the only Head of the Kirk, even as it is the 
body and spouse of Christ Jesus. This Kirk is Catholic, that is, universal,  because it contains the chosen 
of all ages, of all realms, nations, and tongues, be they of the Jews or be they of the Gentiles, who have 
communion and society with God, and with His Son, Christ Jesus, through the sanctification of His Holy 
Spirit. It is therefore called the communion, not of profane persons, but of saints, who, as citizens of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, have the fruit of inestimable benefits, one God, one Lord Jesus, one faith, and one 
baptism. Out of this Kirk there is neither life nor eternal felicity. Therefore we utterly abhor the         
blasphemy of those who hold that men and women who live according to equity and justice shall be 
saved, no matter what religion they profess. For since there is neither life nor salvation without Christ 
Jesus; so shall none have part therein but those whom the Father hath given unto His Son Christ Jesus, 
and those who in time come to Him, avow His doctrine, and believe in Him. (We include the children 
with the believing parents.) This Kirk is invisible, known only to God, who alone knows whom He has 
chosen, and includes both the chosen who are departed, the Kirk triumphant, those who yet live and fight 
against sin and Satan, and those who shall live hereafter. 
 
Here we see why the church (Kirk) is so important.  Here is why we see why the Orenco Church vision 
and mission statements are so important ï not simply to be stated, but more so, to be lived out ï by you 
and by me.  Our Lord placed us in this community more than 100 years ago ï but thatôs history ï what is 
important now is what we do with this today and tomorrow.  Take a good look at what we believe ï what 
we strive to live by and for ï those beliefs are listed on our churchôs website: 
§ God - There is only one God, and He is Creator and Ruler of the universe. 
§ Trinity - God is understood in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
§ Jesus - Jesus is the Son of God and the only Savior of all humankind. 
§ God's Image - Though created in God's image to have a relationship with him, we have all turned 
away from God. No one is good enough to reach God apart from the salvation offered and secured 
by Jesus.  

§ Kingdom of God - Jesus will return to earth one day and will restore the Kingdom of God, as He 
promised. 

§ Holy Spirit - The Holy Spirit lives in every Christian and serves as our Counselor in daily life. 
§ Bible - God revealed Himself to us through the Bible, which is inspired by God and infallible. 
§ Church - The Church is the Body of Christ. The purpose of the Church is to glorify God by loving 
Him and by making Him known to the lost world. 
 

This is what we get to live out for our community ï that Jesus alone is Savior and Lord.  We get to live 
this out ï loving God and loving our neighbors.  Itôs why weôre here ï and itôs a privilege for us on  
behalf of our Savior.  He alone is Savior and Lord ï for you and for me, and for everyone.  Amen. 

   aŀǊƪϥǎ aǳǎƛƴƎǎ 
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Understanding Spiritual Direction  
 

Pastor Rachel recently completed certification in Spiritual Direction through George Fox Evangelical Seminary. 
What does that mean? Spiritual Direction is a process rooted in scripture. We read of the Apostle Paulôs mentorship 

of Timothy, for example. A Spiritual Director is like a Spiritual Mentor; the ñdirectionò is done by the Holy Spirit, 
and the Director and ñdirecteeò listen for Godôs voice and activity in the directeeôs life. This is not counseling     
because instead of seeking a diagnosis, a Spiritual Director asks questions and listens prayerfully in order to help  

us know God better and understand Godôs movement. Spiritual Directors are also able to make referrals for other 
professional help and services. Rachel is adding to her ministry at Orenco by offering Spiritual Direction             
appointments on a limited basis. These can be scheduled ï and more information is available ï through the church 

office, or by emailing office@orencochurch.org.  
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8AM Saturday Aug 12th  

Please RSVp 

Craft Night 

Middle & High 
School Girls 

Aug 4 

@5PM 

jenni@orencochurch.org 


