
An Update on Covid-19 Procedures, Orenco Church 

 

March 7, 2022  
 
Dear Orenco Church Family and Friends, 
 
Our last update was back in August, 2021 and we have much better news. Effective March 12, 2022, our 
Governor has lifted most covid-19 restrictions, including the mask mandate. Therefore, at Orenco Church 
masks are now optional for all ages, indoors and outdoors, regardless of vaccination status. Let us remember 
that our church community is made up of a broad spectrum, some are vaccinated and some are not, some are 
in good health and some are at risk, as just two examples.  What’s first and foremost is that all are welcome, 
and that we at Orenco will display hospitality to all who gather here. God is good! 
 
By God’s grace may we continue to navigate through this time with wisdom, trust, hope, and faith. While we 
have experienced a challenging time, we also see God’s movement in new ways of doing mission and ministry 
and in coming together as his people. And we give thanks for these resources. We worship together each 
Sunday in-person and online.  Our Youth Group and Bible Studies also meet in-person and online. Other plans 
remain fluid as we monitor the pandemic and pray for its end.  We are proud of our staff and volunteers as they 
continue to pivot and discern how to retain or refresh much of what we do as Orenco Church.   
 
Our updated policies and procedures are listed below.  Please reach out to us with questions you have.   
 

Masks 
Effective March 12, 2022, our Governor has lifted the mask mandate. Therefore, at Orenco Church masks are 
now optional for all ages, indoors and outdoors, and regardless of vaccination status. 

 

Worship Sunday Mornings 
While our time of worship has not returned fully to pre-Covid “normal,” it brings us joy to see one another’s 
faces in-person.  We also live-stream our services on YouTube each Sunday morning at 10:00 am. In March, 
2022, we started offering the option of going forward to receive communion by intinction, and we continue to 
offer the pre-filled cups with juice and wafer to those who prefer to remain seated. Offering plates are located 
in the front and back of the sanctuary and are not passed between individuals at this time. We encourage you 
to utilize online giving, mail or bring your offering to the church office, or ask us for other options. Giving has 
decreased during the pandemic, and we as you to pray for our church finances and remember that giving is 
our response to what God has done. 
 

Children’s and Youth Ministry  
Children toddlers through 5th grade are invited to The Club House on Sunday mornings with our Outreach & 
Children’s Director, Haven Gilbert.  Most Sundays, the children begin worship with their families in the 
sanctuary and go forward for a special children’s time during the service.  Then they head to The Club House 
for a short lesson, sometimes a craft, and some social time with peers.  We also host a community Easter Egg 
Hunt and Trunk or Treat each year, and in 2022 plan to return to in-person events (instead of drive-thrus).   
Contact Haven at outreach@orencochurch.org.  
 
Our youth ministry meets in-person on Sunday evenings. Our Youth Director, Jennifer Schatz, always has a 
variety of events planned for the teenagers, including a few off-site events.  She specializes in teaching life 
skills to teens in a fun and interesting manner.  Volunteers are often needed, to find out how to participate 
email jenni@orencochurch.org. 
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Overflow Room Available  
Our “Meeting Place” room also serves as an overflow room on Sunday mornings for those needing additional 
space during the worship service, which is available via streaming on the TV. 
 

Nursery and Cry Room 
The Cry Room is available for young families needing a little more space during the service on Sundays. Our 
Nursery remains closed at this time but is available as an overflow space for the Cry Room. If you are 
interested in volunteering in our nursery in the future, please contact office@orencochurch.org. 

 

Playground 
Families are welcome to utilize our playground outdoors.  Parental supervision is required and use of the 
equipment is at your own risk.   
 

Coffee & Refreshments  
Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea from our hallway stand prior to or during our Sunday service. After the service, 
everyone is invited for a time of fellowship in the sanctuary and to enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and a pre-
packaged snack. 

 

Church Office  
Our office is open Monday to Thursday, from 9:00am to 5:00pm. Communications by email or phone are the 
most common.  You may also come to the church in-person; if possible, call ahead to arrange a time so we’ll 
know to expect you  (503-640-8179).   
 

Food Pantry 
Our deacons’ maintain a food pantry that is available to the local community.  A pre-filled bag of non-perishable 
food may be picked up in the front lobby during office hours or on Sunday mornings.  
 

Restrooms  
The restrooms near the front entrance of the building are open for your use during church activities and are 
cleaned and sanitized regularly.  Our back restrooms are reserved for church staff and our Club House 
children.  Thank you. 
 

Drinking Fountains 
Our drinking fountains are available to use by filling a cup or water bottle; please do not drink directly from the 
fountains. 

 
We will continue to communicate transitions in our procedures or pandemic policies in the future. In all things, 
we know one thing remains our foundation and stability, and that is the love of God in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Jesus, our Lord, remains the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 
Please reach out to us via the church office with questions: office@orencochurch.org. 
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An Update on Covid-19 Procedures, Orenco Church 

 

August 13, 2021 

 
Dear Orenco Church Family and Friends, 
 
Our last update was around late June, as our Governor lifted most covid-19 restrictions, and at that time masks 
were optional in our church building. Today’s update reflects our most recent guidance from Governor Brown.  
 
As the statewide mask mandate has been reinstituted in the state of Oregon, masks are again required at 
Orenco Church for those age 5 and older. This is regardless of vaccination status. Masks are not required 
outdoors. 
 
We continue to remember that by God’s grace we navigate through this time with wisdom, trust, hope, and 
faith. While we have experienced such a challenging time, we also see God’s movement in new ways of doing 
mission and ministry and in coming together as his people.  
 
We continue to worship online and in person, always giving thanks for these resources.  
 
Youth group continues to meet in person, as do other events and activities. Many plans remain fluid during this 
challenging time, so keep in touch with us as we navigate these new waters. September’s plans are coming 
together and include fellowship opportunities, so welcomed at this time! We are proud of our staff and 
volunteers as they continue to pivot and discern how to retain or refresh much of what we do as Orenco 
Church. 
 
Please reach out to us with questions and worship with us -- online and in person -- as we give thanks to our 
God.  
 
Our updated policies and procedures continue below: 
 

Masks 

 
As the Governor has reinstituted statewide masking, masks while indoors are again required at Orenco Church 
for those age 5 and older, regardless of vaccination status. Masks are not required outdoors.  
 

Worship Sunday Mornings 

 
While our time of worship has not returned to pre-Covid “normal,” it brings us joy to see one another’s faces 
during this time. Our pews remain spaced further apart, with plenty of seating and space for every family. Our 
offering plate remains in the back of the sanctuary, to collect your offerings, and will not be passed between 
individuals at this time. We encourage you to utilize online giving, mail or bring your offering to the church 
office, or ask us for other options. We are currently researching additional options, as we look to restore other 
elements of worship simplified during this time and remember that giving is our response to what God has 
done. 
 
We also continue to live-stream our services on YouTube each Sunday morning at 10:00 am. 

 

 



Children’s and Youth Ministry  
 
Our children’s ministry opened on Sunday mornings in June, after over a year of closure on Sunday mornings.  
Outreach Coordinator Haven Gilbert invites children (toddlers through grade 5) to join her in The Clubhouse. 
This brand-new area for young children is located in rooms 1 and 2 in our back hallway. Children begin 
worship with their families in the sanctuary and are dismissed during the greeting time. Please direct any 
questions to our Outreach Director, Haven, at outreach@orencochurch.org.  
 
Our youth ministry continues to meet in person on Sunday evenings. Additional opportunities are available too, 
as our youth group serves at Vacation Bible School, studies the Bible together, and is even decorating a brand 
new youth room! Please reach out to our Youth Director, Jennifer, to find out how to participate: 
jenni@orencochurch.org. 
 

Overflow Room Available  
 
Our Overflow Room remains available for those needing additional space, but it has relocated to The Meeting 
Room, just off of the main hallway. Our service is available via streaming as you worship in this space. 
 

Nursery Update 

 
Our nursery remains closed at this time, but remains available as overflow space for our Cry Room, for young 
families needing a little more space during the service. If you are interested in volunteering in our nursery in the 
future, please reach out to Pastor Rachel: pastorrachel@orencochurch.org. 
 

Playground 

 
Our playground is not regularly sanitized, but repairs are complete, and families are welcome to utilize our 
playground! Thank you to all who continue to improve our outdoor spaces. 
 

Coffee & Refreshments  
 
Coffee is back! Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea from our hallway stand, if you like, prior to or during our service. As 
in March, when we reopened for in-person worship, pre-packaged cookies will continue to be available during 
a time of fellowship following our worship services. At this time, we will not be serving food prepared at home 
during fellowship time. This time of hospitality remains indoors at this time, but our “tents” remain up in our 
parking lot for those needing more space.  
 

Church Office  
 
Our office remains open Monday to Thursday, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Continue to handle church business and 
communications remotely, if you are more comfortable. We also are available to meet you in the parking lot; 
give us a heads up at 503-640-8179. Temperature checks are no longer required. Our staff is available by 
appointment, and delighted to meet with you! We welcome you back to our building, as you are comfortable! 
 

Food Pantry 

 
Our deacons’ food pantry continues to be available to the local community.  A pre-filled bag of non-perishable 
food may be picked up in the front lobby during office hours or on Sunday mornings.   
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Restrooms  
 
At this time, our back restrooms remain available for staff and volunteers. Restrooms near the front entrance 
remain open for your use and are cleaned and sanitized regularly, per Covid-19 procedures.  
 

Drinking Fountains 

 
Our drinking fountains remain available for your use filling a cup or bottle at this time.  
 
We will continue to communicate transitions in our procedures or pandemic policies in the future. In all things, 
we know one thing remains our foundation and stability, and that is the love of God in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Jesus, our Lord, remains the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 
Please reach out to us via the church office with questions: office@orencochurch.org. 
 
In peace and grace, 
Pastor Rachel 

 

 
An Update on our In-Person Services & Covid-19 Procedures, Orenco Church 

Published July 8, 2021 
 

 

Dear Orenco Church Family and Friends, 
In late June, the Oregon Governor lifted covid-19 restrictions, and her executive order cancelled most 
pandemic-related restrictions. We rejoice in God’s grace and this return to “normal,” yet we continue to 
proceed with grace and wisdom, navigating what are certainly new waters for Orenco Church and all ministries 
and businesses. At this time, we clarify our policies and announce new changes as we move forward as 
Orenco Church.  
 

First, we remember that our church community is made up of those who are vaccinated, those who chose not 
to be vaccinated or were unable to receive the vaccine for other reasons, as well as those who continue to 
wear a mask. We remember all are welcome! And we display hospitality to all who gather here! God is good! 
 

Second, this continues to be a challenging time. We have experienced a reduction in offerings, attendance, 
and volunteerism, as a result of the pandemic. We ask for your patience and grace for those who still remain at 
home and are proceeding cautiously. Likewise, it will be some time before we come back together with a full 
schedule of events and activities, as our resources are limited. Please continue to reach out to us with 
questions and any concerns, and worship with us -- online and in person -- always giving thanks to our God.  
 

 

Our updated policies and procedures continue below: 
 

Masks 

As the Governor has lifted the mask mandate, we announced on Sunday, July 4 that masks are no 
longer  required at Orenco Church. You may choose to wear a mask, and masks are encouraged for the 
unvaccinated. Our staff members have received the Covid-19 vaccine. 
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Worship Sunday Mornings 

While our time of worship has not returned to pre-Covid “normal,” it brings us joy to see one another’s faces 
during this time. Our pews remain spaced further apart, with plenty of seating and space for every family. Our 
offering plate remains in the back of the sanctuary, to collect your offerings, and will not be passed between 
individuals at this time. We encourage you to utilize online giving, mail or bring your offering to the church 
office, or ask us for other options.  
 

We also continue to live-stream our services on YouTube each Sunday morning at 10:00 am. 
 

Children’s and Youth Ministry  
Our children’s ministry opened on Sunday mornings in June, after over a year of closure on Sunday mornings.  
Outreach Coordinator Haven Gilbert invites children (toddlers through grade 5) to join her in The Clubhouse. 
This brand-new area for young children is located in rooms 1 and 2 in our back hallway. Children begin 
worship with their families in the sanctuary and are dismissed during the greeting time. Please direct any 
questions to our Outreach Director, Haven, at outreach@orencochurch.org.  
 

Our youth ministry continues to meet in person on Sunday evenings. Additional opportunities are available too, 
as our youth group serves at Vacation Bible School, studies the Bible together, and is even decorating a brand 
new youth room! Please reach out to our Youth Director, Jennifer, to find out how to participate: 
jenni@orencochurch.org. 
 

Summer Camps 

As we hold our first Vacation Bible School (VBS) since 2019 and continue with other camp opportunities, we 
continue to follow recommended guidelines from the Oregon Health Authority, cohort children to minimize risk, 
and keep careful records for contact tracing. 
 

Overflow Room Available  
Our Overflow Room remains available for those needing additional space. See this space in rooms 3 and 4, or 
ask a Greeter for help. Our service is available via streaming as you worship in this space. 
 

Nursery Update 

Our nursery remains closed at this time, but remains available as overflow space for our Cry Room, for young 
families needing a little more space during the service. If you are interested in volunteering in our nursery in the 
future, please reach out to Pastor Rachel: pastorrachel@orencochurch.org. 
 

Playground 

Our playground is not regularly sanitized, but repairs are complete, and families are welcome to utilize our 
playground! Thank you to all who continue to improve our outdoor spaces. 
 

Coffee & Refreshments  
Coffee is back! Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea from our hallway stand, if you like, prior to or during our service. As 
in March, when we reopened for in-person worship, pre-packaged cookies will continue to be available during 
a time of fellowship following our worship services. At this time, we will not be serving food prepared at home 
during fellowship time.  
 

This time of hospitality has now been moved indoors! Plan to stay after worship and greet one another; coffee 
and pre-packaged snacks are available. Please utilize the hand sanitizer when serving yourself, and we look 
forward to safely welcoming back additional food and fellowship opportunities in the future.  
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Church Office  
Our office remains open Monday to Thursday, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Continue to handle church business and 
communications remotely, if you are more comfortable. We also are available to meet you in the parking lot; 
give us a heads up at 503-640-8179. Temperature checks are no longer required. Our staff is available by 
appointment, and delighted to meet with you! We welcome you back to our building, as you are comfortable! 

 
Food Pantry 

Our deacons’ food pantry continues to be available to the local community.  A pre-filled bag of non-perishable 
food may be picked up in the front lobby during office hours or on Sunday mornings.   
 

Restrooms  
At this time, our back restrooms remain available for staff and volunteers. Restrooms near the front entrance 
remain open for your use and are cleaned and sanitized regularly, per Covid-19 procedures.  
 

Drinking Fountains 

Our drinking fountains remain available for your use filling a cup or bottle at this time.  
 

We will continue to communicate transitions in our procedures or pandemic policies in the future. In all things, 
we know one thing remains our foundation and stability, and that is the love of God in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Please reach out to us via the church office with questions: office@orencochurch.org. 
 

 

An Update on our In-Person Services & Covid-19 Procedures 
Published June 1, 2021 

 

In mid-May, the CDC and Oregon Governor announced progress towards those who are fully vaccinated no 

longer needing to wear masks with the exception of certain settings. We understand this has created varying 

amounts of confusion, as well as change or restatement of policy for all public and private settings. At this 

time, as we have for many months, we ask you continue to wear a mask while indoors for 

worship services at Orenco Church. The reasons for this are two -fold: 

1. Our church community is made up of those who are vaccinated, those who chose not to be vaccinated or 

were for other reasons unable to receive the vaccine, and those who are more comfortable wearing a 

mask at this time. As we continue to worship in a diverse setting, we remember all are welcome, and we 

display hospitality to all who gather here. 

2. This is a challenging time for the Church and for all of us, as brothers and sisters in Christ. As we take 

steps toward coming back together with a full schedule of gatherings and activities, we ask for your 

patience and grace for those who still choose to remain home and are proceeding cautiously. Likewise, 

we proceed cautiously in our return to what feels “normal” in our worship space. Our aim is for each of 

us to be comfortable, to feel welcome, and to know God’s love and presence in our time together during 

worship. Should you have questions or need further clarification at this time, please contact one of our 

pastors through the church office. Further updates will be available in coming weeks. 
 

Important Update for Children 
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We appreciate your patience, as our staff continues to navigate their areas of ministry during this pandemic. 

Beginning June 6th, our children’s ministry will reopen on Sunday mornings! Outreach Coordinator Haven 

Gilbert invites children (toddlers through grade 5) to join her in The Clubhouse. This brand-new area for young 

children is located in rooms 1 and 2 in our back hallway. 

As worship begins, please worship alongside your children in the sanctuary. It is important to us they learn to 

worship and rejoice, as we sing together! Following the announcements and opening prayer, children will be 

dismissed with Haven, to hear a lesson, do a craft or activity, and play alongside their peers. Infants and 

children are of course always welcome in the sanctuary, but we welcome this age-specific ministry back to 

Sunday mornings! If you have questions, please see Haven or email her at outreach@orencochurch.org. 

 

Overflow Room Available 
For those who need additional space, an Overflow Room was established at Easter and remains available in 

rooms 3 and 4. Please ask a Greeter for help, should you need to utilize this space; our service is available via 

streaming as you worship in the Overflow Room. 

 

Nursery Update 
Our nursery remains closed at this time, but is now available as overflow space for our Cry Room, for young 

families needing a little more space during worship.  

 

Coffee & Refreshments 
As in March, when we reopened for in-person worship, pre-packaged cookies will continue to be available 

during a time of fellowship following our worship services. Through the side door, join us in the parking lot 

(rain or shine!) and greet one another! Our pastors are available at this time. And beginning in June, coffee has 

returned following worship! Please utilize the hand sanitizer when serving yourself, and we look forward to 

safely welcoming back additional food and fellowship opportunities in the future. 

 

Church Office 
Our office remains open and unlocked Monday to Thursday, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Continue to handle church 

business and communications remotely, if you are more comfortable. We also are available to meet you in the 

parking lot; give us a heads up at 503-640-8179. Our staff is available by appointment, and delighted to meet 

with you! Masks are available, and temperature checks are no longer required. We welcome you back to our 

building, as you are comfortable!  

 

 

Reopening Plan for Orenco Church 
Here are things you can expect as we return to in-person worship on March 14, 2021. 

 

The Heart Behind Our Decision 

Recently, we met with the elders to discuss reopening our church for worship.  After some prayer and reflection 

time, we decided to reopen our doors.  We are excited and feel confident that this is God’s will for our 

church.  The consensus of our meeting was that we need to gather as a whole church as soon and as safely as 

possible.  We have set a target date for Sunday, March 14th, at the regular hour, 10 AM.  



 

We have taken the necessary precautions to protect the health of our church family and neighbors.  We believe 

the way forward is to focus on practices most widely acknowledged as beneficial to community health, as well 

as trusting you all know how to live in this unique time.  We will do all the necessary things to provide for a 

safe environment. 

 

Our Schedule of Activities 

As we reopen our doors on March 14 for in-person worship, we will also live-stream worship on our YouTube 

channel.  You can always join us using your computers and televisions, just as you have been these past months.  

We will continue to meet for Bible studies, for the Adult Sunday School class, for board meetings using Zoom.  

The Children’s and Youth ministries are also now meeting for live events as well as those already going on 

online.  You can find information for these and all events on the church website (www.orencochurch.org) and 

from timely emails sent out by the church office and staff.   

 

Thank you for your continued support of the church and its ministries.  The various giving options are shown on 

the church website and though the offering plates will not be passed during in-person worship, they will be 

available for you to put in your tithes and offerings as you leave following worship on Sunday morning.   

 

Overview of Plan 

We have put together a plan to increase the safety of our church community as we again gather together in 

person.  Please read and heed the following: 

• We ask that anyone who has exhibited any signs of illness within the previous 14 days to stay at home.  

Each Sunday worship service will be live streamed online on the church’s YouTube channel. 

• Some of you may choose to stay at home out of concern for your health.  We respect your decision and 

will nonetheless continue to serve you through our online community efforts. 

• We will be setting up online registrations for those who wish to attend worship in person.  This will help 

us know how many people to expect each week, in regards to the latest Covid guidelines.  We will use 

the EventBrite app and will have a banner picture available on the church website 

(www.orencochurch.org) you can click for easy access. 

 

How the Service and Space Will Be Set Up 

The order of our worship service will not be the same as it was before the current pandemic. We will strive to 

keep our worship time together to an hour.  Here are some of the changes to our usual Sunday schedule: 

1. No Sunday school (other than the Adult online class), nursery, separate children’s ministry, or other 

special services will be offered.  We welcome you to bring your children with you and worship 

together.  We will have a special time for the kids as part of our time together, and teens will have a 

quiz sheet they can fill out during the sermon for their further engagement (and candy!). 

2. Only the main center doors will be used for entrance. 

3. Only the exterior doors out of the sanctuary will be used to exit. 

4. Passageways throughout the building will be restricted, with only the front restrooms open for your 

convenience. 

5. In the sanctuary, the pews have been set up to give people ample spacing.   

6. There will be no Bulletins, but the order for the worship time together will be consistently shown on 

the front walls, just as we were used to. 

7. We ask that you always wear your facemask.  The pastors and staff will also wear their masks, 

except when actually leading in worship. 
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8. An outside Fellowship Time will follow our worship services.  We can gather outside under the pop-

ups set up in the parking lot. 

 

What to Do When You Get Here 

1. Please enter the building through the main entrance only. 

2. Wear your mask at all times (except for children under 2 years of age).  If you do not have a mask, 

one will be provided for you. 

3. Greeters will welcome you and direct you to where you can sit.  Families and those in the same 

household can sit together – while others can comfortably distance themselves so that all are 

comfortable and able to worship. 

4. Following worship, you can exit through either exit door out of the sanctuary. 

      5.   Please bring your Bibles; for now, all pew Bibles and hymnals have been removed. 

 

We so look forward to seeing you on Sunday, the 14th! 

 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 

10:24-25) 

 

O R E N C O   P R E S B Y T E R I A N   C H U R C H 
6420 NE Oelrich Street 

Hillsboro, Oregon 97124 

www.orencochurch.org 

February 25, 2021 

To our church family and our Orenco neighbors, 

We have made the decision – with our session – to reopen for in-person worship! But first, how did we get 

here? 

This has been a very unique and challenging year – one unlike any other we’ve known!  As you know, because 

of Covid-19 in March of 2020 we made the decision to suspend in-person worship and other church 

activities.  We immediately switched to filming our worship services during the week, and posted them on 

YouTube, encouraging everyone to join us online for Sunday worship at our regular 10:00am time.  We also 

moved to zoom Bible studies and gatherings and meetings, while still trying to navigate through all of this – 

while still searching ways to stay connected and minister to all of you and to our community.  In this we are so 

thankful for the many of you who stepped up to these challenges – especially Bob Kuest (who has filmed every 

worship service since March 15) and Jake and Julie Tucker, and later Keith Jaeger (who have edited and put all 

those recordings online) - your efforts are both amazing and greatly appreciated!  

Many others of you have been a great help and blessing during this time.  Many stepped forward to strive to 

contact everyone in the church family, seeking to meet whatever needs were and continue to be there.  Many are 

still working to keep in contact with all of you, even as we have entered the new year.  Again, we are so 

thankful for your efforts! 
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All of life has been affected – businesses restricted with some of them having to make the difficult decision to 

close, school as we knew it also dramatically changed to online, the medical challenges of the Covid-19 disease 

and for some the loss of life, the great psychological and emotional impact on our children and others as our 

lives changed and continue to be challenged – all that we’ve recognized and all we will learn in the weeks, 

months and years ahead – this has been a challenging time to say the least. 

At Orenco Church we have continually sought our Lord’s guidance on how to respond to the entirety of this.  In 

addition to the immediate changes made in March, we also looked for new ways we could meet your needs, 

realizing that though we’d never seen anything like this in our lifetime, that God is still God, and we are still 

His church. One of our early moves was the development and implementation of Soteria – a new program 

aimed at helping people of all ages – spiritually and emotionally, both individually and collectively.  Some of 

you stepped up and directly contributed financially to this effort.  Others also came forward to volunteer their 

time and talent.  One of many things this new ministry has done is the successful Grumpy Grandpa work 

teams.  These two one-week camps involved more than a dozen youth and almost as many adults in providing 

for fellowship and mentoring, as well as the direct help to one of our elderly church families with the 

construction of a much-needed wheelchair ramp off their back porch.  The Soteria program continues to 

minister to the ongoing needs of our youth, providing for a bi-weekly Homework Club and other fellowship 

events.  Together, with the Children’s and Youth Ministries, we seek to find and implement ways to help the 

children and youth of our church and community. 

Knowing this would be a financially challenging year, we sought and received a $60,000 grant through the 

national Payroll Protection Plan.  In addition, some of you stepped forward and contributed above and beyond 

your tithes and offerings to help us continue with our ministry costs.  At the same time, the session and church 

staff continued to monitor our spending, resulting in spending below what we had budgeted.  As we suspended 

in-person worship, we also had to suspend our preschool and its ministry.  Not only did this result in ceasing 

this ministry to our church and community little ones, it also resulted in a great loss of income – which came as 

the ongoing costs from this ministry continued to be there.  In all, the church incurred great financial loss due to 

the circumstances and challenges of this past year.  In this we have found that many churches have been forced 

to close – we are extremely thankful that this has not been the case for us at Orenco Church, and we continue 

now in the new year to successfully move forward in our ministries and mission God has called us to.  With 

your help, we can do this – and much more! 

In our continued efforts to move forward, we tried in November to resume in-person worship and other 

activities, only to see the Covid-19 numbers increase.  We were forced to again remain with our mostly online 

efforts, while continuing to look for new and augmented ways to minister to you and our community, 

prayerfully seeking God and His will and direction for us all.  As we have now entered a new year, those 

prayers and efforts have continued. 

And as this new year has begun, both Rachel and I have continued our earnest prayers – for all of you and for 

the opportunity to reopen our church – Jesus’ Church!  In faith we began to move forward, with the date of 

Sunday, March 14th, in our plans.   

God has answered our prayers and your prayers – we ARE reopening for in-person worship on Sunday, 

March 14th, at 10:00am!  Added to that, is that the governor just moved Washington County into the 

“Moderate Risk” category, which gives us more flexibility as we reopen! 



Finally, this past Sunday morning before our own online worship, Pastor Rachel and I attended in-person 

worship at our sister church, Sonrise Church.  What a blessing it was to be with other people.  Masked and 

observing all the protocols, we were able to worship with others.  As the praise song “I Raise A Hallelujah” 

began, I began to cry – “Lord, I have missed this so much!”  Afterwards, Rachel said she also cried as the music 

began.  What joy will fill our hearts and we gather again in person on the 14th. 

Watch to receive more about our reopening soon – by letter, your email and our church website. 

So anxious and grateful to see you soon, 

Pastors Mark and Rachel 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  by a new and living 

way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to 

God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 

faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.                             --

Hebrews 10:19-25 

 

 

 

Orenco Christian Preschool 
Posted Monday, October 26, 2020 

 

After weeks and months of prayerful consideration regarding when and how we can safely open Orenco 

Christian Preschool, we have determined that we cannot safely reopen at the present time.  We are committed to 

providing a safe environment for your children and for our staff; because of Covid-19 restrictions, we are not 

able to ensure a healthy, comfortable, and safe environment at this time.  

Thank you for inquiring about the preschool and our ongoing plans.  We are committed to providing your 

preschool-aged children with a program that teaches them the educational basics needed as they enter 

kindergarten and beyond, as well as the social environment necessary as they begin interacting with their peers. 

With no timetable in place, we will continue to monitor the extent of the Covid-19 virus, as well as guidance 

from state and local governments as we determine our next steps.  Thank you for your past support and 

participation in our preschool program. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Mark Rainey, Orenco Presbyterian Church 

Sherry Wright, Orenco Christian Preschool Director 
 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 15, 2020 

 



Church Office Reopening 
We are pleased to announce that the church office is re-opening on October 15, 2020 with the following 

hours:  Monday – Thursday, from 1:00 – 5:00PM.  Since we are still in a pandemic, we ask that you continue to 

handle church business remotely when possible, and that you stay home if you are not feeling well.  Calling 

ahead continues to be appreciated.  Having office hours, even if half days, will make us more available to you 

and more convenient to drop off and pick up items at the church.  

 

If you need to come by the church, please try to during our new office hours (Monday – Thursday, 1:00-

5:00PM.)  The doors will be unlocked but we ask that you remain in the front lobby, just inside the front door, 

and be wearing a mask.  We also have masks available.  Wait there until someone comes out to greet you; they 

will also take your temperature and have you answer a few questions and sign a log sheet. 

 

Our church staff continue to work their normal hours and are available to meet by appointment, with distancing 

and masks. Please call or email us to schedule a time.  If your appointment is outside our new office hours the 

doors will be locked; please call 503-640-8179 from your car and we will meet you at the front door. 

 

Thank you for your continued prayers!  May God guide us as we continue to meet the challenges before us! 

 

 

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 

Orenco Church Reopening Task Force Established 

On Friday, May 22nd, Washington County applied for phase one of the re-opening process, with an affirmative 

answer to begin on June 1st.  Please remember this is only phase one of a 3-step process. 

Many of you are asking about the reopening of the Orenco Church, what that will look like, and when it will 

take place.  In May, your Session officially called for the formation of a Reopening Task Force, to study the 

situation and to return to Session with recommendations. 

The Reopening Task Force is made up of members of our congregation representing various segments and age 

groups of our church family and community. Our church family is diverse and represents a variety of concerns 

and needs, all of which will be considered as we seek to move from a “Shelter in Place” classification to a 

schedule of gathering in person to worship together and for other activities. This Task Force will consider what 

worship and other aspects of our church life together will look like.  The Task Force will monitor the 

constantly changing guidelines, make recommendations specific to Orenco Church, and provide effective 

and timely communication.  

We thank those whom have agreed to serve on this Task Force.  

The Reopening Task Force will also consider two important positions in its recommendations:  

• The policies of our Governor, Kate Brown concerning reopening. 

• The guidance of the Cascades Presbytery, of which Orenco is one of 96 churches represented by the 

presbytery. Presbytery staff, the Presbytery Leadership Commission, and Presbytery’s own Reopening 

Task Force continue to provide guidance as well as helpful resources for reopening and for our safety. 



We have adopted a cautious approach to the resumption of in-person worship, with a belief that our 

commitment to the welfare of our church family and neighbors is more consistent with our faith than a 

premature return to worship.  

This Task Force will make the following considerations: 

• Consideration of all who are vulnerable, including the elderly and people with underlying health 

conditions, making recommendations for reopening according to our county’s phase.  

• Design necessary plans and protocols for distancing for groups gathering in numbers greater than 10, 

where and when allowed.  This would include the number designated for worship in our sanctuary, 

given the protocols set by the governor. 

• Understand and make recommendations according to the governor’s designation of what is essential, 

guidelines for large gatherings, social distancing protocols, and any other prevention measures.  

Pray for our Reopening Task Force, as they study the governor’s protocols for phases of reopening. The Task 

Force following study, discussion, and prayer will then make appropriate recommendations for our church 

family and community, with safety of all persons our utmost priority. Pray also for our Session and Staff. 

Together, let us take the necessary steps and precautions necessary to come back together for worship. 

Pastors Mark and Rachel 

 

 

March 25, 2020  

Covid-19 Update 

Though our church office is closed, our staff is working remotely to serve you and our community during this 

unique and challenging time.  If you need to talk or pray with a pastor, please call one of them using the phone 

numbers listed in the directory.  Please contact the church office using the church phone (503-640-8179) to 

leave a message.  Messages are being checked twice daily. 

Please join us remotely again this coming Sunday morning at 10:00 for worship.  You can join us either on the 

church website (www.orencochurch.org), click on the banner picture on the homepage, or on Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/orencochurch).   

Please remember that although we cannot meet in person at this time, you can still support the work of our 

church and our staff through giving in the following ways: 

• Giving online through the church website (www.orencochurch.org/give) 

• Set up bill-pay through your bank to send a check directly to the church. 

• Mail in your donation directly to Orenco Church at 6420 NE Oelrich St., Hillsboro, OR 97124 

Finally, continue to keep each other in prayer.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

http://www.orencochurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/orencochurch
http://www.orencochurch.org/give


 

 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

We are certainly in trying times.  We have never been in territory like this before, and it changes daily. 

In the midst of this, we are called to be God’s church today, just as we were yesterday, and just as we will be in 

the time ahead.  While the times and circumstances are challenging, they are also a great opportunity to stretch 

and meet the tasks before us head on.  Our God is faithful, and while we cannot meet together, we remain 

Orenco Church! 

Paul, in writing to Timothy, said, “for the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love 

and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7).  In this time, we choose to be timid, or we choose to rely on God and His 

presence and power—and do all we can do and even more during these times! 

Here are our ongoing plans and needs: 

· Worship will now be online—you’ll be able to use the link provided on the church’s website and join us for 

worship each Sunday.   

· While some of our ministries are on hold (as we cannot meet together), we will be using electronic means to 

stay connected  and to tackle new and innovative ministry opportunities.  You’ll be able to see these soon on 

the church’s website and Facebook pages.  This is a great opportunity for creativity! 

· An Orenco Church Task Force has been organized and commissioned to better stay in touch with our church 

families and individuals, as well as our community neighbors— focusing on immediate and long-term needs 

of those around us.  Expect a call soon, as they check in on how you are doing! 

· This last one is our heart-felt request and definite need.  Without worship together, our finances will take a 

huge hit.  While we are looking at creative ways to do ministry and mission,  we still have staff obligations 

to meet—salaries and taxes.  These individuals and their families are dependent on your generosity—now 

more than ever.  We also have ongoing commitments and bills to pay.  Please prayerfully consider how you 

can keep your tithes and offerings current, and even extend the amount you give during this unique time.  

You can mail your checks to the church, you can schedule to send the church a check through your bank, or 

you can go to the church’s website.  Look for the church logo and click on the “Give” that is located just to 

the right, beneath it. 

In advance, thank you for your partnership in being the Body of Christ, here in Orenco, in Hillsboro and 

beyond.  Together, let us meet the challenge before us—no, let us more than meet it and instead thrive in spite 

of it.  With God’s help, we can and will!  

In His love and grace,  

Mark and Rachel 

    Orenco Presbyterian Church 



“Called to put God's love in action, Orenco Church  glorifies  Jesus Christ by worshipping God and 

celebrating Him, sharing His Good News, and caring for the community and beyond."  

  

 

 

 

Friday, March 13, 2020    

Greetings to our church family and friends,  

Due to the recent updates connected with the COVID-19 epidemic, we will be unable to gather for worship this 

coming Sunday morning, March 15th.  As you are aware, this is a situation that changes daily.   

Worship at 10 am will be cancelled, however, the sanctuary will be open from 9:30 to 11:30 am for those who 

wish to pray. Pastors Mark and Rachel will be there, and following a scripture reading, we will support our 

community in prayer as we face this challenge. A portion of scripture will be available on our website following 

this time of prayer.  

All other parts of our normal Sunday schedule will not be held – no Sunday morning classes, no nursery or 

childcare, and no youth group on Sunday evening.  All other events scheduled for the coming week are also 

postponed, however, the church office will be open during the week during our normal hours of 9:00am to 

5:00pm. • Because the schools have also been closed, a special opportunity has been given to us.  On Monday, 

March 16th, we will be taking some lunches (around 50 or so) to children at Quatama Crossing.  These kids 

normally receive lunches through the school they attend, but because there are no schools open, we can now fill 

the gap.  More information will be posted as it becomes available.  

These are unique times – times most of us have never encountered.  In the midst of these times, and as always, 

God is Lord of all.  We encourage you to lean on God and his faithfulness.  

As in our previous notices this week, we encourage you to take care of yourself and follow guidelines such as 

washing hands and sanitizing surfaces. This is also a tremendous opportunity to check on our neighbors, 

friends, and loved ones, especially those who are most vulnerable. • Our session will be establishing a taskforce 

who will connect with members of our congregation to ask of your needs and answer any questions you may 

have, as we seek as a Church to help squelch the spread of Covid-19.  

May God bless us as together we seek Him and His will for us, individually and as His body.   Let us live out 

our vision statement: We joyfully serve Jesus and our community!  

Faithfully yours,  

Pastors Mark and Rachel  

Scriptures for this Sunday, to be reflected on during our time of prayer or online at our website 

www.orencochurch.org after March 15: 2 Timothy 1:7-8 Romans 8:35-39 John 10  

Join us this Sunday morning for worship—10:00am! 

Just go to the church website: orencochurch.org 



  

Thursday, March 12, 2020  

Friends,  

Here is our latest update for the Orenco Church, concerning the COVID-19 situation. Since yesterday and then 

earlier this morning, both President Trump and Governor Brown have held press conferences, giving us the 

latest information available. The changes highlighted in yesterday’s update are in line with the latest 

recommendations. At this time, our weekly events will continue as previously scheduled, including worship and 

the Sunday morning education classes, Sunday youth group, weekly Bible studies, and other events scheduled 

on the March church calendar. We continue to re-evaluate daily.   

Here’s what else you need to know:   

• We ask that if you are showing any signs of the cold or flu that you choose to stay home until you are well.   

• We continue to sanitize highly touched surfaces before and after every service and meeting, including doors, 

handles, light switches, tables, check-in stations, sinks, etc.   

• Our staff and volunteers are washing their hands frequently and have been asked to stay at home if they are 

sick.   

• We continue to provide hand sanitizing stations and Kleenex around the church for everyone to use.   

• Please hold one another in prayer and please let the church office know of anyone who is ill so that we may 

respond to their needs.   

Listen online: If you or a family member is sick or you need to stay home during this time, audio versions of 

each Sunday’s sermon are available online shortly after each Sunday service. We are also seeking to have entire 

services posted in the near future.   

For families with kids:  In light of the Governor’s ban on events larger than 250 guests, the Easter Egg Hunt 

scheduled for April 11 will be postponed, as 800-1000 guests were expected at this event. Regularly scheduled 

events will continue, but we are monitoring the situation on a daily basis.   

In addition to keeping our campus clean, we continue to take extra care with our children’s spaces. All 

classrooms will continue to be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized. We encourage children and youth to practice 

good hygiene during our time with them. While we cannot control the spread or impact of the virus, we’re 

doing everything possible to maximize the safety and cleanliness of our church, making it a safe place for all. 

Thank you for helping us do just that.   

If you have questions or concerns as we navigate this situation, please call us or email 

office@orencochurch.org. Your input is truly important to us. We will revise this statement as the situation 

warrants.  

Blessings, Pastors Mark and Rachel 


