
 Saints' Alive! 
December 1, 2019                                           ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH                                   Volume 100, Issue 12

 

 

 
Seasons' Greetings, All Saints'. 
    You may notice that instead of using singular posses-
sive (Season's), I'm using a plural possessive (Seasons') in 
my greetings to you today. After all, the month of Decem-
ber, in the Church calendar, has not one but two Seasons 
within it – Advent and Christmas – and we don't want to 
collapse them. 
    Largely, I suspect, the reason we often feel rushed at 
this time of year (planning, shopping, decorating, etc), is 
that our dominant consumer-culture blithely skips over 
Advent with only Christmas in view (and no, Christmas is 
not “a day” but a season). But you see, this one month 
(December) is a month in our calendar that has a much 
larger story to tell, in two parts; and the second (Christ-
mas) hardly makes sense if we fail to pay attention to the 
first (Advent). And, so it is in this context that we, as 
Christians, must slow down from all our scurrying about 
and allow the full story of redemption to speak to us as a 
people called to more than the impulses of our dominant 
culture. 
    Advent is the First Season of the Christian calendar – 
our liturgical year begins now, not January 1. And Advent 
is all about the preparation for the arrival of God-with-us. 
So, if we are thinking of preparing for anything, we ought 
to be thinking about how prepared we are - how ready we 
are – to meet Christ and what that means? If you look 
ahead at the Lectionary calendar – the prescribed lessons, 
and the Collects (prayers) - for Advent, you will notice 
that repentance and faith are the twin theological messages 
of this season. Yes, there are the customary Gospel les-
sons of John the Baptist preaching about the coming of the 
Messiah but the central point is clear: repentance and faith 
is how we are to be prepared to meet God in His coming. 
You see, the Gospel, which promises forgiveness, in 
light of Christ's coming and dying for sins, makes little or 
no sense if we don't know or haven't heard that we are 
sinners who have failed to live according to God's will. 
This is why we sometimes hear the phrase, “Law and 
Gospel.” Without the first, the second becomes its re-
placement and we make the Gospel message a false and 
paltry demand, “just be good and God will reward your 
efforts and intentions.” That is a false gospel and misses 
the Law and Gospel of Christ altogether. Advent prepares 
us for Christmas precisely because in it we are reminded 
that we need a Savior, that we cannot earn salvation by 
our own goodness. And, Christmas – when we celebrate 
the arrival of Christ – is when we recognize that the much 
needed and anticipated Savior has indeed come in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, born of the virgin Mary. 
    So let us, in heart and mind, understand and embrace 
these two Seasons because they are about our need and 
God's answer to it by His grace and sacrificial love.  
 
Blessed Seasons of Advent and Christmas to you all. 
In Christ, 
Fr. David, Rector 
 
 

 

 

December Vestry Meeting Is 
Monday, December 9th 

At 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

December 2019 Special Dates 
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019 
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2019 
• New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2019 
 

 
2019 Christmas Services Schedule 

Christmas Eve Services 
Tuesday, December 24th 
7:30 p.m., Solemn High  

Choral Eucharist 
 

Christmas Day Service 
Wednesday, December 25th 

10:00 a.m., Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 29th 
10:30 a.m., Holy Communion with  

Lessons & Carols 
No Sunday School 

 
 

 
We are in the middle of our annual focus on 
stewardship. Whether it is my recent letter, 
reminders during announcements on Sunday, 
and now the newsletter you probably are con-
sidering how you will commitment to share 
your talents, treasures and grow as a disciple 
of Christ in 2020.  Soon the Finance Committee 
will need to compile your pledge amounts and 
begin to develop a budget for the year com-
ing. This budget needs to be presented to the 
Vestry in January for their approval. Please 
make your gifts known soon by filling out a 
pledge Card and placing it in the offering 
plate, leave it in the Parish office or with a ves-
try person. You can even mail it to the Church 
(PO Box 100686 Anchorage, AK 99510). 
 

Mark DeVries, Senior Warden 

From Our Priest 
Rev. David Terwilliger 

 

There will be an  
Acolyte practice  

Sunday, December 22th  
after the 10:30am service.  
 



  

         
BIRTHDAYS 

December 1st, Jeff Hayner 
December 2nd, Kiefer Geraghty  
December 7th, Ansley Carter 

December 12th, Mike Geraghty 
December 19th, Loloma Johnston 

December 25th, Marguerite Iverson 
December 29th, Sarah Schierhorn 

December 29, Donna Young 
ANNIVERSARIES 

December 14th, Crista & Mark Burson  
 
 

 
2020 Pledge Cards are available outside of 
the church office and in the narthex.  Please 
return your Pledge Card as soon as possible!  
Offering Envelopes will be available in the 
narthex at the end of December for those who 
submitted 2020 pledge cards. 
 
 

 
Sunday School will not meet Sundays,  

December 22nd, 29th or January 5th.  It will 
resume on Sunday, January 11th. 

 
 

All Saints’ Church Store is  
having a Sale! 

Come in during December 
and receive 50% off all 

Christmas items!  The ECW 
Church Store offers cards for 
Christmas and all occasions.  
We have a variety of beauti-

fully matted creeds, the 
Lord’s Prayer and favorite Scripture verses.  We 

also offer a wide selection of gift items.  The 
store is open following the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

service or by appointment. All proceeds benefit 
ECW Missions & Outreach. 

 

 
 

 
Christmas Greens & Flowers 

If you would like to make a contribution towards 
Christmas greens and flowers, please call the Church 

Office or send an email to allsaintsak@gci.net no 
later than Sunday, December 16th, indicating your 

name and if the donation is in memory of a loved one 
or as an expression of thanks for inclusion in the 

Christmas bulletin.  All flower money and the above 
information may be placed in the collection plate.  
Indicate in your check memo block the donation is 
for “Christmas Flowers”.  Cash donations should be 

enclosed in an envelope annotated “Christmas 
Flowers” along with your name.  Please call Ginny 

Sears, 333-4147 (home), if you have any questions. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

A Partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ 
Two turtle doves are the Old & New Testa-
ments 
Three French hens stand for faith, hope & love 
Four calling birds are the four Gospels of         
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John 
Five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the 
first five books of…the Old Testament 
Six geese a laying stand for the six days of crea-
tion 
Seven swans a-swimming represent the seven-
fold gifts of the Holy Spirit—Prophesy, Serving, 
Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, 
& Mercy 
Eight maids a-milking are the eight beatitudes 
Nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the 
Holy Spirit—Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kind-
ness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness & Self 
Control 
Ten lords a-leaping are the ten commandments 
Eleven pipers piping stand for the eleven faith-
ful disciples 
Twelve drummers drumming symbolizes the 
twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed 

Please join us on Tuesday Evenings for Bible 
Study with the Rev. David Dobler at 7:00pm. 
We will be studying the Gospel of Matthew. 
Assigned reading for Dec. 3rd is chapters 
1&2, Dec. 10th is chapters 3&4. We will con-
tinue with the Gospel of Matthew after the 
New Year on Jan. 7th. Everyone is welcome! 

Interested in being a Greeter and/or Usher? 
We’d love to have you join us! For more 
information please contact Greg MacDon-
ald by phone or text @ (907)830-4657.  
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

	
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 


