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Dear All Saints', 

I pray that this month's newsletter finds you all well 
and sustained in the presence and peace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Over the past 4+ months, we have experienced life – 
I believe – as strange, disorienting and tragic. No one 
would have guessed in 2019 the drama we have en-
countered already in 2020. Yes, in the long view of 
history, there have been other times when communi-
ties and whole nations – ours included – have en-
countered major upheaval. However, it seems to me 
that because we can't collectively poke our heads 
above the horizon of time to glimpse the larger pic-
ture, we find ourselves swayed or pushed into ways 
of thinking and being whose long-term consequences 
are yet unrealized. And, knowing this makes the 
months and days we've been living in – and those yet 
to come – filled with uncertainty, frustration and 
angst.  

That said, for Christians, we have been given a larger 
picture in the collective stories of the Faith we hold 
and confess. You see, communities, as well as indi-
viduals, are shaped by the stories of the life and times 
they have lived through, then passed on to others, and 
repeatedly told to each another. The Christian faith 
encapsulates all the stories of the People of God … 
Creation, Fall, Covenant, Exile, Consolation, Re-
demption, and a final Consummation. And, when we 
hear those stories, tell those stories, and pass them on 
to others, we find in the narrative of Faith - even in 
its most difficult chapters – a deep and quiet theme 
that pulls them all together like a draw-string. And, 
that draw-string is Hope.  

You see, we are people of Hope. It is not so much 
that we are people who have been given hope (though 
that for sure) … but rather, it is we who have been 
given to Hope. To see this, we need to grasp that this 
story of our Faith is actually God's story. And, be-
cause He entered it Himself through His incarnation 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, He draws us into His story; 
and so, we are given to it. We are not this story's au-
thor or editor (though sometimes we may wish we 
were), but God is. And for this reason, most of all, we 
can take solace in the midst of uncertainty, confusion 
and fear. Our story, the story we belong to, is a story 
of certain and unwavering promises sealed by God, 
its Author, in the life, death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In this, our Christian Hope is not a 
fire-escape plan from history, but an embrace and 
calling by the One who, in His sovereignty over all of 
history, is able to walk beside us now and in the days 
and years to come. 

And so, in closing, I want to say to you, along with St 
Paul in Romans 12:12, our part in this story is to “Re-
joice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer.” For we belong to the story of Hope. So, 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope.” (Rom. 15:13) Amen.  

Blessings in Christ, 

Fr. David 

 

August Vestry Meeting Is 
Monday, August 10th 

At 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2020 Special Dates 
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, August 6, 2020 
• ASD-school starts, August 20, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since we are limited to what we are 
able to safely do at the church  

during the Pandemic, we will not be 
starting Sunday School classes in 
September. We’ll re-access the  

situation as time goes on and keep 
you informed of any changes.  

 
 
 

Please stay 
tuned to updates 
about our video 
services as we 
hope to move to 
a livestream 
format this 
month. Those 

services will eventually be linked to 
our webpage and our church Facebook 
page. We will make future announce-
ments about this change via email and 
on our website and Facebook page.  

From Our Priest 
Rev. David Terwilliger 

 



  

 
 

August 4th, Ray Wells 
August 7th, Judy Nelson 

August 12th, Judy DeVries 
August 18th, Frew Winkle 
August 27th, Susan Abbott 

 

 
 

August 1st, Susan & Bill Bowers, Anniversary 
August 3rd, Jane & Steve Jordan, Anniversary  
August 23rd, Carol & Bill Batson, Anniversary 

 
 

Prayer Support & Prayer Ministry 
Sixteen people currently make-up the 
All Saints Prayer group.  We agree to 
pray for those people on the Prayer 
List every day but depending on the 
situation, we may constantly pray 
throughout the day.   If you wish to 

join this ministry, please contact Judy DeVries at 
the church office: 907-279-3924 or 
www.allsaintsanchorage@gmail.com.  

Prayer is powerful! 
 
 

                           Willow  
The billowing branches of 
the “weeping willow” 
symbolize mourning,  
especially of the Israelites 
as they endured captivity. 
The willow, which grows 
well in marshy areas, is  
associated in the Bible with 
fruitful, well-watered land (see Ezekiel 
17:5). In descriptions of Old Testament  
festivals of praise, God’s people were told “to 
take branches from luxuriant trees — from 
palms, willows and other leafy trees — and 
rejoice before the LORD your God for seven 
days” (Leviticus 23:40, NIV). 
 
 
“Ramen Noodle August” To  
benefit the food pantry at New 
Hope Compassionate Ministries  
(formerly known as New Hope  
On The Last Frontier).  
Please bring your donations of 
ramen noodles or any other canned goods to church 
each Sunday during August. 

 
If you have a prayer request 
please go to our website  
(allsaintsalaska.org) and click 
on the prayer request tab. 

There is a form for you to fill out and submit. 
If you have any questions please contact 
Judy DeVries at 279-3924 or allsaintsan-
chorage@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 


