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Dear All Saints', 
 In St Paul's letter to the Romans, chapter 8, he 
asks a rhetorical question that, to many people today, 
might not seem so rhetorical at all.  He writes: “Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword?” (vs 35) Life amid 
the difficulties of a worldwide pandemic, social 
isolation, uncertainties, economic struggles, and the 
most basic existential threats of sickness and death, 
ought to cause us all to think hard about such 
questions.  For, if we blithely pass over such things in 
our minds – for how disturbing or distressing they 
may seem to us at the time – I think we fail to be in 
touch with reality, as it faces us, and the truths of our 
Christian Faith centered upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Now, some may look upon these times and 
suppose worldwide sickness and death is God's 
judgment brought upon our human family.  To that I 
would say, such a proposition is well beyond my 
feeble knowing.  But to my understanding, the Bible 
is very clear about this; God did not bring death, and 
the fulness of its meaning, into His creation.  No. 
God is the One who singularly has and is addressing 
that dilemma through Christ our Lord.  This is the 
reason why St Paul extolls the reality that God, in His 
immeasurable grace towards sinful mankind, did not 
spare His own Son but gave him up for us all. (vs. 
32)  Christ, who died for us, could not be held by 
death and so now He intercedes on our behalf at the 
right hand of God. (vs 34)   St Paul took that 
rhetorical question he posed seriously.  And, he 
answered it for his first readers and us by writing: 37 
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 Before closing (and I know this article is 
much longer than usual), I'd like to share a couple of 
paragraphs from a sermon preached in Washington 
DC on November 3, 1918 – in the midst of the 
horrors of the Spanish Flu – by The Rev. Francis J. 
Grimke.  I pray that our faith would be strengthened. 
 “In the presence of such a faith, in the 
realization of God's love, as revealed in Jesus Christ, 
in the consciousness of fellowship with him, what are 
epidemics, what are scourges, what are all of life's 
trials, sufferings, disappointments?  They only tend to 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.  But, of course, if faith is to help us; 
if it is to put its great strong arms under us; if we are 
to feel its sustaining power under such distressing 
circumstances, it must be a real, living faith in God – 
it must be the genuine article – a faith that works, that 
works by love, and that purifies the heart.  Any other 

faith is of absolutely no value to us in the midst of the 
great crises of life.” …  “It is a good time for those of 
us who are Christians to examine ourselves to see 
exactly how it is with us, whether the foundation 
upon which we are building is a rock foundation – 
whether our faith is really resting upon Christ, the 
solid Rock, or not.  And I still feel that one important 
function of the epidemic will be lost if it fails to have 
that effect upon us, if it does not lead to careful heart-
searching on our part.” 
 “If, as a result of such examination, we find 
that we did not get out of our religion very much 
help, in bracing us up under the strain through which 
we have been passing, then we know that there is 
something wrong; either we have no faith at all, or it 
is very weak and therefore that we need to give a 
little more attention to our spiritual condition than we 
have been giving.” ... “Or, if we find that we were 
helped, that our fears were allayed as we thought of 
our relations to God and to His Son Jesus Christ, then 
we have an additional reason why we should cling all 
the closer to Him, and why we should be all the more 
earnest in our efforts to serve Him.  We ought to 
come out of this epidemic more determined than ever 
to run with patience the race that is set before us; 
more determined than ever to make heaven our 
home.” … “Let us all draw near to God in simple 
faith.  Let us reconsecrate ourselves, all of us, to 
Him; let us all make up our minds to be better 
Christians.”  ~ Francis J. Grimke 
 
In the promises of Easter, let wisdom attend. 
Fr. David 
 
 
 

 
 

April 2020 Special Dates 
 

• Holy Week, April 5-12  
• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5 

• Maundy Thursday, April 9 
• Good Friday, April 10  

• Easter Sunday, April 12  
 

 

April Vestry Meeting Is  
Monday, April 20th At 6:00 p.m.  
*Stay tuned for any updates* 

From Our Priest 
Rev. David Terwilliger 

 



  

 
Due to the recent mandates concerning the 
COVID-19 virus, our Worship services are 

available online for you on YouTube and can be 
found on our parish website: 

www.allsaintsalaska.org. Just click on the tab 
that says “YouTube Services” at the top of the 
page. We will continue with the online services 

until the mandate is lifted and we are able to 
worship together again. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          
April 1st, Trinity Ware 

April 2nd, Byron Boquist 
April 5th, Robert Omnik 
April 5th, Angie Conley 

April 6th, Devin Geraghty 
April 7th, Bill Batson 

April 7th, Mishel Geraghty 
April 8th, Mary Grace Terwilliger 

April 8th, Karen Omnik 
April 11th, Eileen Ransom 
April 13th, Freddie Olin 

April 16th, Lisa Terwilliger 
April 17th, Crista Burson 

April 18th, Leslie Hepburn 
April 20th, Harriet Nicholas 

April 21st, Pete Sparkes 
April 23rd, Rose Marie Lauser 

April 28th, Mark Burson 
 

 
 

April 13th, Ginny & Glenn Sears, Anniversary  
April 27th, Judy & Mark DeVries, Anniversary 

 
 

 
 
 

If you or someone you know of 
are in need of groceries and it 
is difficult for you to get to the 
store please call the church at 
279-3924 or send an email to 
allsaintsanchorage@gmail.com 
with a list of items and we will 

set up deliveries. We have a couple of parishioners 
who have volunteered to make shopping trips. 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Tuesday Night Bible Study with  
David Dobler beginning  

Tuesday, April 7th @ 7:00pm. 
Due to the COVID-19 virus this study will be 
web-based using ZOOM. If you are interested 

in joining the study please email David  
Dobler at dldobler@yahoo.com to let him 
know and he will send you a return email 

with the ZOOM meeting link. 
 

Tuesday Night Bible Study Readings 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans 

April 7 – Romans 1:1-15, Introduction to 
Paul, Romans and Zoom 

April 14 – 1:16- 3:20, God’s wrath and the 
sins of Jews and Gentiles 

April 21 – 3:21- 4:25, Justification by faith 
apart from works of the Law 

April 28 – 5:1 - 8:39, God’s Salvation for 
those justified by faith 

May 5 – 9:1 – 11:36, God’s promise to 
Israel 

May 12 – 12:1 - 13:14, Authoritative advice 
for Christian living 

May 19 – 14:1 – 15:13, The strong owe love 
to the weak 

May 26 – 15:14 – 16:27, Paul’s plans. 
Blessing. Advice. Doxology. 

View online – 
Friday, April 3rd & April 10th via 

YouTube service on  
Our Website, www.allsaintsa-

kaska.org 
Click on “YouTube Services” at top of page. 

  
  
 


