
Dear Trinity Friends,  

 
Many of us enter this season with a swell of memories and emotions as vast as the cultural and religious 

rituals the holidays hold. Like a tapestry woven throughout time, the Christmas story weaves us in – to 

remember how God has shown up in the past, to continue the work of collective liberation, to behold the 

presence of God in flesh and bone. 

 
This year, our Advent theme, “From Generation to Generation…” is also a call to action: What are we 

being called to generate or bring forth? What have your ancestors 

and those who have come before you passed on for you to 

continue? Considering the many ways we embody, remember, and 

tell the story of Christ’s birth, which rituals hold the most meaning 

for you? What about this season will you pass on to the next 

generation? 

 
Along with engaging in weekly worship, either in person or online, 

I hope that you and your families will make use of the daily 

devotional that will be made accessible online (limited print copies 

will also be available). Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, 

this daily devotional follows the Christmas story through Epiphany. 

Each day offers something new: commentary, poetry, visual art, 

hymns, journaling, and recipes to cook as a Sabbath practice.  

 
This Advent, may we be reminded of the ways our lives, histories, actions, and stories are interconnected 

and woven together. This Advent, may you remember that you belong – to a story etched into the 

wrinkles of time, to generations that have come before and will come after, to a love that won ’t let you 

go. 

 
In Christ’s Peace, 

Pastor Brittany 
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Mission Study Update 

The Mission Study Team wants to give you an 

update on the progress that has been made in the 

process of preparing a Mission Study Report. As we 

have explained, a key goal is to understand these 

three basic questions:  

 

1. Who are we (now)? 

2. Who are our neighbors (now)? 

3. Who is God calling us to be in light of the first 

two questions? 

 

To help us determine answers to these questions, 

our team has been gathering data which has 

included feedback from the congregation. The first 

piece of this feedback was the on-line survey that 

was completed in early October. We appreciate the 

time that people took to complete the survey, and 

we are pleased with the strong interest shown by 

the 139 individuals who completed the survey. 

Much valuable information was gathered, and the 

team is in the process of evaluating this 

information. 

 

The second piece of information gathering from the 

congregation was the Gather and Glean program 

that was incorporated in the worship service on 

October 30. We were again pleased with the strong 

interest in this second phase. 70 individuals joined 

in small group discussions where the congregation 

shared their thoughts on what values would be 

important in the life of Trinity in the coming years.  

They also provided written feedback to assist in 

evaluating where God is calling us as a church. For 

those who were not able to attend this service, 

opportunities were provided to give us this same 

written feedback. 

 

During the coming weeks, the Mission Study Team 

will take this valuable information that we have 

gathered from the on-line survey, the Gather and 

Glean program, and other factual data per 

Presbytery guidelines (congregational 

demographics, church programs, our finances, 

demographics of the surrounding community, and 

previous pastoral leadership) to help us answer the 

three questions mentioned above and to prepare a 

Mission Study Report. We will share results after we 

have synthesized all of this information. 
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“…and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light 

will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.”  - Isaiah 58:10 

  

Change a Life Ministry (CALM) provides one-time grants to individuals in need in order to promote a positive 

change in their journey. Many times, a little help is all that is needed to promote an upward trajectory in a 

person’s life. 

  
Food insecurity (which describes a condition of limited or uncertain access to adequate food) is a relatively 

new term to describe an age-old problem that plagues the most vulnerable members of our community. One 

such person was Ezekiel (name changed to protect his identity). CALM became aware of Ezekiel’s situation 

through Susannah, the teacher of Ezekiel’s pre-school age child. Susannah described Ezekiel and his wife as 

loving, amazing parents who were always involved in the education of their five children. 

  
However, despite having a full-time job, Ezekiel found it hard to earn enough money to make ends meet. 

When the family lost their home, they were forced to live in hotels, stays which were funded by government 

aid vouchers. Without these vouchers, the family would have been living on the streets. 

  
Susannah reached out to CALM for help. Serving as their advocate, she applied for a grant “to ease the 

stress…so they (could) provide food and shelter for their children, …and to give them a little stability in their 

lives.” CALM was able to give Safeway gift cards so Ezekiel could feed his family during their quest to find a 

more stable living situation.  

 
Months later, Susannah reported that the family was finally able to move into their own apartment. A grant 

from CALM, while the amount might have seemed relatively small and insignificant to some, made possible a 

much bigger change in this family's journey. Many thanks to Trinity for making this all possible. 

Our goal is to have the Mission Study Report prepared 

in the first quarter of 2023. This report will go to the 

Trinity Session, the local Presbytery, and the Trinity 

congregation. When it is approved by Session and 

Presbytery, it will go to a Pastor Nominating 

Committee. A Ministry Information Form for future 

pastoral candidates will then be prepared. 

If you have questions, you are always welcome 

to discuss them with Renee Rico who is 

providing guidance for our Study, or with any of 

the members of the Mission Study Team. 

 
 Glen Nissen, Co-Chair 
 Grace Schulz, Co-Chair 
 Peter D’Souza 
 Mark Gerhardt 
 Karen Gernand 
 Holly Hayashida 
 Pam Tenn 

Change A Life Ministry (CALM) 



Family Connections:  
Fostering Koinonia  
 
Family Connections is a fellowship group for 

families with children ages newborn 

through high school. 

 
This last month, we spent time discussing 

Koinonia, a Greek word commonly 

translated as “fellowship.” But Koinonia 

means so much more than that! It can also 

mean participation, partnership, or sharing. 

The most accurate translation is a sharing of 

common life. That is what the Family 

Connections Group seeks to build through 

shared meals, discussion, Christian 

faithfulness, and encouragement of one 

another. This group will begin meeting again 

in January of 2023 – we invite ALL families 

with children to consider participation!  

Youth Programming for 2023 
 
This past summer, middle school and high school youth of Trinity Presbyterian Church were given 

opportunities to connect with one another, after years of disconnection and isolation from their peers due 

to the pandemic. As we move forward into 2023, we want to build on that in order to offer the youth of 

our church a deeper experience of Christian Faith – not just fellowship, but education, service 

opportunities, and Christian support. Pastor Tamminga is in the process of recruiting Youth Advisors with 

plans to develop sustainable programing for the coming year. If working with youth is something you are 

interested in and passionate about, please be in touch at btamminga@trinity-pres.org.  

Jan 5  Mexico Packets Due 
Jan 22  Potluck and Mexico Informational Meeting 
Feb 12  MMM 
Feb 26  MMM 
Mar 5  MMM 
Mar 11  Setup for Garage Sale  
Mar 12 -15 Garage Sale Donations 
Mar 18-19 Garage Sale 

Important Dates for Mexico Mission Trip 2023 

January Potluck 
 
The holidays, even with all their joys, are also a 

stressful time filled with family obligations, 

gatherings, shopping, holiday cooking, and an array 

of other activities on our to-do-lists. Thankfully, the 

month of January can often be a time to take a 

breath, re-center ourselves, and re-connect with 

those we haven’t seen in a while. The Connections 

and Fellowship Ministry Team wants to help you do 

just that. 

 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 22nd, 5:30-

7:00 pm for a “Bowl Food Potluck.” Nothing too 

complicated, just bring something with you that can 

be served in a bowl and we will provide the rest 

(including outlets and power strips to plug in slow-

cookers!) Come and re-connect with your church 

family over a shared meal! 

Connections and Fellowship   

Mar 26  Parent Meeting 
Apr 2  MMM 
Apr 8-14 Mexico Mission Trip 
Apr 15  24 Hour Reunion 
Apr 23  Mexico Sharing Service 



Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 
By Pat Brown 

 

Bringing the Love of Christ – and needed supplies – to the Isolated. 

 
Mission Aviation Fellowship – a Trinity Global Ministries partner for over 

30 years – is an international Christian organization that brings help, hope 

and healing through aviation to people living in isolation and poverty. 

 
Every six minutes a MAF aircraft takes off or lands somewhere in the world, transporting people who live in 

remote villages and assisting missions, churches, aid and development agencies, and others working to 

transform the lives of isolated communities. 

 
Started in 1945, MAF is a family of organizations around the world who share the vision of taking Christ’s 

love into the most remote places on earth. MAF-US collaborates with sister organizations to meet spiritual 

and physical needs in thirty-seven different countries. The MAF International fleet of 135 airplanes serves 

1,500 non-profit, church, and humanitarian organizations. 

 
Here are some of the people and products that MAF delivers through aviation: 

• Medical Care: Doctors, nurses, medicine, vaccines, and supplies. 

• Community Development: Building supplies, food, clean water, agriculture projects, and commerce. 

• Education: Students to schools, teachers to remote places, and school supplies. 

• Church Support: Local pastors to conferences, missionaries from the US or Europe, Bible translators, and 

Indigenous evangelists who want to reach a neighboring tribe. 

• Disaster Response: Food, clean water, medical supplies, shelter, and materials for rebuilding.  

• Technology: Resources to Indigenous church leaders, missionaries, educators, doctors, and evangelists.  

 
Trinity is proud to partner with MAF in leading isolated people to Christ’s love. 

Global Outreach 

A Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) Photo Story 
 
MAF missionaries are visiting Dr. Atik 

in Nalca, a remote village in 

Indonesia. The clinic’s supplies are 

flown in by MAF. MAF delivers 

medical supplies and transports 

critical patients. A woman was 

pregnant with her sixth child. 

Unfortunately, her first three babies had died during childbirth. 

Dr. Atik wondered if the woman was too small for a baby to 

survive a natural birth, so for her fourth pregnancy, she 

encouraged the woman to fly on MAF to the city where she had a caesarean birth ending in a healthy baby!  



 

Alternative Gift Opportunity  
(AGO) 

The Christmas season is coming.  As Christians, it is a time to celebrate the coming of 

Christ into the world and into our lives. However, it can also be a time of stress and 

anxiety as we get swept up in the materialism of our society. Perhaps you are already 

feeling stress just thinking of crowded malls and what to get people on your gift list. 

 
Want an alternative approach to the frenzy of Christmas shopping? Try the Alternative Gift Opportunity. 

Through AGO, you can honor someone on your shopping list by making a contribution that supports someone 

in real need in our community or across the globe. 

 
When you purchase a gift through the Alternative Gift Opportunity, 

you will receive a lovely card to be given to your loved one or friend 

that explains the gift that was purchased in their honor. Four global 

ministries (World Vision, The Stoschers in Albania, GAIA and MAF) 

along with four local ministries (Hope House, LUEC,  

Street Life Ministries and St. Francis Center) are the organizations 

represented this year. 

 
The AGO will be held in Fellowship Hall and through Trinity’s website at www.Trinity-pres.org/AGO.  

November 27, December 4 and December 11 

 
Please be part of the AGO this year. And thank you for proclaiming God’s love with your gifts of health and 

hope to those in need. Merry Christmas! 

Save the Date for Great Getaway (GGA) 2023! 
 

Trinity’s all-church retreat is confirmed the weekend of  
April 28-30 for fun, food, friends and fellowship at Redwood 
Glen! Stay tuned for more info soon from your GGA Team. 



Trinity’s Holiday Sharing program is halfway through! This program 
provides much-needed support for local community members during 
the holiday season. Gift cards are distributed to low-income families 
with children attending local elementary schools to help cover the 
cost of holiday meals. This November, Trinity donated gift cards to 56 
families across Taft, Garfield, Roosevelt, and Hoover elementary 
schools, with the gift card value varying with the recipient’s family 
size. We will provide support to families across these same schools for 
Christmas as well. 
 

Trinity also participates in the Angel Tree program. The Angel Tree will be up in the church 
lobby on November 27th. Please visit before or after service if you would like to provide gifts 
for children in need! The church will not be open on weekdays to visit the tree this year. We’re 
also looking for gift wrapping materials to wrap the presents after they have been received. 
 
Gifts and gift wrapping materials for Angel Tree need to be dropped off unwrapped either at 
service on December 11th or any time before that at Elsa Gernand's home (please see the 
directory for Elsa’s address). If you are unable to visit church on the 27th to choose an angel, 
but would still like to participate or would like to contribute in another way, please email Elsa 
at egernand@gmail.com or visit the Holiday Sharing table after service. 
 
Finally, Trinity also donates gift cards to the women of Hope House for Christmas gifts. The Deacons will 
purchase and distribute the gift cards on behalf of the congregation. Please consider giving as you are 
moved, by mailing a donation to the church office (please specify “Holiday Sharing” in the check memo), 
giving online at www.trinity-pres.org/give/give, or giving in person at the Holiday sharing table.  

Holiday Sharing 

1st Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, November 27 - “There’s room for 

every story”. We inherit stories, stories of our 

families, stories of our faith. What are the old 

paths that we’ve followed and where must 

we diverge into a new way? 

2nd Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 4 - “God meets us in our 

fear”. When the angel Gabriel comes to Mary, 
she is confused and anxious. And she is told, 

and we are also told, “Do not be afraid.” How 
are we invited to move beyond the story of 

fear in our lives? 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 11 -“We can choose a 

better way”. The story of Christmas includes a 

family problem – a teenage pregnancy. What 

better ways might we be invited into when 

holy disruptions enter our daily lives? 

4th Sunday in Advent  
Sunday, December 18  - “We see God in each 
other”. Through the story of Mary and her 
cousin Elizabeth, we are invited to consider 

how we can recognize the holy in one 
another. 

Sundays in Advent 

mailto:egernand@gmail.com


 

5pm Kid-Friendly Christmas 
Eve Service. This energetic service 

will be interactive and friendly to all 
ages. In-person only.  

8pm Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service. A traditional service of scriptures, 

prayers, Christmas carols, ending with the 
lighting of the candles. In-person and 
Livestream. 

10am Christmas Day Service 
Come, celebrate the “Good News of 
great joy for all” through this service of 
poetry and praise. In-person only.  

To unsubscribe from the newsletter mailing list email contact@trinity-pres.org 
To read the newsletter online visit www.trinity-pres.org/connect/upcoming-events 


