
Dear Trinity,  

 
Thank you all for the very generous welcome you 

have given me as I have come into your midst. The 

Deacons gave a lovely reception on my first Sunday, 

small groups have let me meet with them, and things 

are (mostly) unpacked in my office and at home. 

 
As we work through this time of transition, I thought 

it might be helpful to lay out what the steps ahead 

are. Calling a pastor in the Presbyterian Church has 

some key processes that we will follow. There are 

two big parts of the process: the mission study, and 

the pastor search(es). 

 
Mission Study 

As Roger Nicholson discusses in his book Temporary 

Shepherds, “[O]ne of the firmest foundations of our 

Christian faith is that we worship a God who, in 

Christ, is continually ‘doing a new thing’.” In fact, the 

earliest imagery for baptism was that the individual 

was dying to an old life and being raised with Christ 

to a new one, with a new identity with Christ. 

 
Just like a person, congregations change through 

time. Trinity has done a few mission reviews over the 

years, but it has been a few years since the last one, 

and especially with the changes associated with the 

pandemic, it’s a good time to do this work.  

 

The goal is for the you, the congregation, to become 

aware of who you are now, to see how you do and 

might relate to your immediate and wider 

communities, which has implications for the gifts, skills 

and abilities that are needed in the next pastors. We’ll 

be asking three basic questions: 

 
1.Who are we (now)? 

2.Who are our neighbors (now)? 

3.Who is God calling us to be in light of the first 

   two questions? 

 
The Session is appointing a task force to lead the 

congregation in this process. We plan to have parts of 

the study process that will include wide participation 

as we look at these and other questions. I will be 

coaching the team through this process, and our 

Presbytery will review our study, make suggestions if 

needed, and approve the study. 

 
The Pastor Search 

The second part of the process is the pastor search; 

this will occur once the mission study is approved. The 

process begins with the election of members to a 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) by the 

congregation. Each PNC is elected for seeking one 

pastor, so part of the discernment in the Mission Study 

will be how to do the transition, given we have two 

interim positions now. 
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The PNC members will be trained in their work and 

have a liaison from the Presbytery, then create the 

paperwork for the position (a Ministry Information 

Form – or MIF) based on the Mission Study, which is 

then reviewed and approved by the Presbytery, and 

put up on a website where the position is posted. Once 

candidate profiles (PIFs) are received, the deliberations 

of this group are confidential. The group will hear 

sermons, interview top candidates, check references, 

and bring finalists to the area and church – in 

confidence. And they will do this with an attitude of 

prayer all along the way, seeking God’s guidance in 

each step. Once the PNC finds one candidate that they 

agree is the one to bring to the congregation, a 

“candidating weekend” will be scheduled, and the 

whole congregation will hear the candidate preach in 

worship, ask questions, and then vote on whether to 

call the candidate as the new pastor. 

 
Summary 

This journey will take some time, and we will 

move with all deliberate speed through these 

steps. Please reach out to me if you have 

questions regarding the process, I am happy to 

have conversation! 

 
Blessings and light, Pastor Renée 

 

Celebrate With Us  
 
Holidays are a time when we get together to celebrate something special, like 

Thanksgiving or Christmas. Last year, our government gave us a new holiday when 

President Biden signed a bill making Juneteenth a federal holiday. The day is 

officially called Juneteenth National Independence Day to commemorate the end of 

slavery in the United States. Freedom Day celebrations usually include church 

services, cookouts, parades, and festivals with music and dancing. 

 
On Sunday, June 19th, Trinity will be having a mini-celebration on the patio after worship to mark this festive 

occasion. Members from Trinity's Racial Justice Advocacy Group (RJAG) will be there to share what the group has 

been up to. More information about RJAG is available on the church's website at https://trinity-pres.org/connect/

adult. We invite you to have cake with us on June 19th and rejoice in the victory over slavery. Praise God! 

May News from CALM  
 
This year Change a Life Ministry was able to help several 

women through our connection with C.O.R.A (Community 

Overcoming Relationship Abuse), a social service 

organization that operates in San Mateo that works to help 

people suffering abuse in intimate partner relationships. 

C.O.R.A. can help clients with crisis housing, legal assistance, 

counseling, and many other critical kinds of assistance. 

Through a client advocate at CORA, we received a grant 

application from Rosalba (not her real name). Rosalba’s 

daughter was shot and killed by an abusive partner, leaving 

behind three children, for whom Rosalba became suddenly 

responsible. We were able to provide a grant that helped 

Rosalba with funds she could use for rent, groceries, and 

gasoline while she and her grandchildren sought to establish 

a more stable life in a new environment. This is the kind of 

compassionate crisis intervention that your support of 

Trinity makes possible. When we delivered the grant to 

Rosalba’s advocate at 

C.O.R.A., she thanked 

everyone at Trinity again 

and again for this 

generous help.   

Change A Life Ministry  

CALM Team (left to right): 
Ken Won 
Joan Bell 
Keri Satterwhite 
Suzanne Wilsey 
Peter Schuurmans 

Racial Justice Advocacy 



Building Relationships Through Connections and Fellowship 
 
Fellowship is essential to our lives as Christians. Having others to talk, laugh, cry and 

study with helps up grow as believers and as the body of Christ.  

 
Trinity Presbyterian Church already offers a variety of opportunities for members and 

friends to participate in fellowship and grow in community. The Men’s Breakfast, 

Women’s Connection, and Family Connection are all wonderful places to gather 

around similar experiences. Small Groups foster deep relationships, all the while 

keeping us rooted in God’s Word. The Racial Justice Advocacy Group and Trinity 

Softball Team provide opportunities for folks from different walks of life to meet 

around shared passions. Finally, this summer, middle school and high school youth will 

have a chance to gather with their peers for shared meals, games, and faith 

conversations! 

 
The newly re-formed Connections and Fellowship Ministry Team affirms the value of and 

depth of relationships that have been cultivated, fostered, and strengthened throughout 

the pandemic; however, they also recognize the need for increased opportunities to 

connect and build relationships with siblings in Christ. Perhaps the future is affinity 

groups, that is, gatherings based on shared interests such as knitting and crocheting, 

hiking, lunching, or a book club. Perhaps we might increase opportunities for fellowship 

following worship on Sunday afternoons, encouraging more people to stick around and 

catch up with one another. Perhaps it is more opportunities for intergenerational 

fellowship such as congregational game nights, trivia, scavenger hunts, sporting events, 

or plugging into already existing community activities.  

 
The opportunities are endless… but the truth that remains at the heart of our faith is 

this: God built us for relationship – deep relationship to God AND deep relationship to 

others. If this sounds like a ministry you would like to be involved in, please be in touch 

with Jodie Gerhardt (Jodie.gerhardt@gmail.com) or Pastor Tamminga 

(btamminga@trinity-pres.org) and remember to keep your eyes and ears open for 

upcoming fellowship opportunities! 

 
In Christ, 

 
Pastor Brittany 

Calling All Youth:  
Middle school and High School 

 
Save the date! The youth of Trinity Presbyterian Church will be gathering for a fel-
lowship event on Sunday, June 26th at 11:30 am. We will be catching up with one 
another, playing some games, talking about plans and hopes for the summer, and 
(of course) chowing down on some pizza. We hope you will join us! 

 

All Church  
Baseball 
Outing 

 

The Connections and 
Fellowship Ministry 

Team will be 
organizing a trip to a 

Giants game at Oracle 
Park Sunday, July 31. 

Tickets will be 
available to purchase 
beginning in July; in 
the meantime, mark 

your calendars! 

Connections and Fellowship 



GREAT GETAWAY was wonderful! We had heard about it for years…. 

And for one reason or another never quite made it. It was wonderful to 

see familiar faces, meet new people, and get to know those we knew a 

bit better.  

 

From the first campfire, where none of us knew quite what to expect, to 

our kids leaving our cabin and walking to breakfast on their own Sunday 

morning (because they felt so comfortable in the environment and with 

all the caring people around) it was quite an experience for all 4 of us.  

In between there were great games, a great speaker, and great 

conversations with others. And there was a great creek walk, where 

other more experienced GGAers had towels and river shoes (all the 

things we forgot - thank you all for sharing with us!) It was wonderful to 

be “away” for the “great” weekend.  

 

Thanks again to all those you helped make GGA a wonderful weekend 

for all who attended. And if you were like us, and hadn’t quite decided 

in the past to go, I highly recommend signing up for next year for the 

Great Get Away!   

-The Matsushima’s  (John, Susan, Paul and Pamela) 

Great Getaway 2022 



 
 

We were so blessed that the Mexico 

Mission Trip was able to happen this 

year. Once again it was an amazing 

trip. Don’t just take my word for it, 

read some quotes from other 

participants: 

 

The Mexico trip impacted me because 

of all the connections and memories I 

made. I also feel a deeper sense of 

gratitude for the life and privilege I have here in San Carlos. - Shpresa Knowles, Sophomore at Notre Dame 

 

The mission trip is an invaluable experience that has given me more purpose in my life. I believe everyone 

needs to try this program to better empathize with people living in poverty.   

- Michael Father, Senior at Carlmont HS 

 

It was so wonderful to go back to Mexico and to see the impact it had on each and every student that 

attended. Additionally, it re-awakened the servant's heart in me and drew me closer to the Lord once again! I 

highly recommend the trip for students and for 

adult advisors! Thank you Trinity for your 

faithful support of this awesome life changing 

experience for the youth!  

- Connie Walikonis, Advisor 

 

Thanks to all the people who helped with the 

Garage Sale and prayed for us. The Estrada 

Moreno family is deeply grateful for the house.    

 

Blessings, Drew Schulz 

Mexico Mission Trip 2022 



Children’s Ministry 

Easter Egg Hunt With A Mission Twist 
By Kristan Verveniotis 

 
Children's Ministry sponsored a Mission-themed Egg Hunt after 

worship on Easter. We hid plastic eggs on our playground that were 

filled with fake money of different denominations. We had over 20 

children search for the 125+ eggs! We invited friends from the 

Global and Community Outreach Ministry teams to talk about four of the 

organizations Trinity sponsors. After we heard about the organizations and how 

each helps people, the children chose how to “donate” their money by placing 

the play money in baskets. In return, they got an Easter goody bag! After counting 

everything up, Children's Ministry sent checks to the following organizations. This 

was a great way for children to learn 

what it means to be Easter people in a 

hurting world! 

 
Puente Ministries- $63.97 

Siena After School - $68.18 

Mission Aviation Fellowship - $83.86  

World Vision Child Sponsorship - $67.58 



Siena Youth Center  –  Connecting Equipment With Need 
By Carol Dudick-Nicholas 

 
This is a story of how being a connector is another way to be God’s servant. 

It doesn’t take a checkbook, just open eyes and ears for opportunities and 

need. I was approached by my very good friend about one of her co-

workers at Edlen Electrical Exhibition Services, Gary Chinca. Gary has a 

“hobby/passion” for collecting bikes, reconditioning them, and donating 

them. Over the pandemic, he has accumulated approximately 25 bicycles 

in all sizes – from tricycles to mountain bikes. They are currently sitting in 

the company’s warehouse in South San Francisco. I contacted Siena Youth 

Center Program Manager, Hugo Torres and asked if they might want them 

for Summer Camp. His eyes lit up - Christmas in July (actually June)!!  

 
Hugo has planned a Bike Day, where all the kids bring their bikes for check-

ups and tune-ups. Edlen is supplying a truck and Gary and his co-worker 

Mike will transport the bikes to Siena Center on company time. Gary along with two of my bike-enthusiast 

neighbors will donate their time to help with Bike Day check-ups. The donated bikes will be given to kids who 

don’t and wouldn’t otherwise have one. The following week several Redwood City police officers will join the 

kids on a neighborhood bike ride.  

Community Outreach 

Global Aids Interfaith Alliance (GAIA) Changes Lives In Malawi 
By Mindy Pearce 

GAIA was founded 20 years ago as an organization to provide AIDS 

testing, education and treatment to the people of Malawi, most 

who live in very isolated rural villages. At its inception the focus was 

on training local residents to provide these services to their own 

community. Since 2010, the number of people on anti-retroviral 

medication has tripled and deaths due to HIV/AIDS related illnesses 

has decreased by 60%.   

 

Recognizing their success and seeing the strains on Malawi’s health 

system, especially the shortage of nurses, GAIA expanded their 

mission to increase the nursing workforce through a nursing 

scholarship program. They did not stray from their original model of recruiting people from local communities. GAIA   

provides full financial assistance and psycho –social support to their scholars, 60% of whom are orphans who lost 

parents to HIV/AIDS. There are now more than 600 GAIA nursing graduates and 93% of them have returned to work 

in the rural underserved districts in Malawi. A nursing scholar recently commented that not only is GAIA changing 

lives for the scholar, but also for his or her family for generations to come with the hope of financial independence.   

 
GAIA’s ability to recognize current needs and adjust resources to best serve Malawi has been life changing for so 

many in this country.  

Global Outreach 



Summer Food and Fellowship  
After Worship: 

June 19 (Juneteenth) - Cake 
July 17 - Hot Dogs 

August 21 - Ice Cream  

Save the Date!  
Worship in the Park  

September 18 
Twin Pines Park, Belmont 

Congregational Meeting  
to elect Deacons 

June 12 at 11 am 
 


