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Alternative Gift Giving 

Do you have someone on your Christmas gift list for 
whom it’s difficult to buy? The person who seems to 
have everything? The person who doesn’t really need or 
want more “stuff”? 
 
Or do you feel that Christ has been lost in the 
commercialism of Christmas? Well, here is a chance to 
solve both of these problems. 
 
Give someone an Alternative Gift this year: a gift of a 
donation to a ministry that would have an impact on 
someone who really needs it. 
 
Look through this catalog and read about our featured 
ministries. Then visit our table in Fellowship Hall Nov 12, 
19, and 26. For each donation, you will receive a card 
explaining the organization and that you have donated 
to it in honor of the recipient. 
 
The card becomes your gift to give, and the money you 
donate will be a gift to people in need, reflecting the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
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Our Global Ministries 

Village Enterprise  
 

The mission of Village Enterprise is 

to break the cycle of poverty in 

East Africa by providing seed 

capital (grants), training, and 

mentoring for income-generating 

small businesses, and the formation of business savings 

groups. This support helps business owners to improve the 

lives of their families in areas of housing, education, 

nutrition, and health. Village Enterprise uses donations for 

business grants, training materials, and mentoring costs. 

Alongside Ministries International  
(Mark Stoscher in Albania) 

 Mark and Ruthie Stoscher, along 

with their four children, have 

been missionaries with Alongside 

Ministries in Albania for 22 years. 

They've developed a flourishing 

Christian church, summer camp, 

and winter Bible School. Foleza, which means “little nest” in 

Albanian, is a new ministry needing support. Foleza includes 

the House of Hope, a home to eleven orphans and eight 

additional children struggling in school. $40 will support one 

child for a month.  
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World Vision 
 

Through child sponsorships and 

community based programs, 

World Vision works to improve the 

lives, education and future of 

children.  Trinity partners with 

World Vision in Romania, sponsoring nearly 80 children in 

that country. Since so many children in Romania drop out of 

school after 8th grade, the new program “I want in the 9th 

Grade” seeks to provide support to 8th graders so they can 

attend high school. Donations will support this program. 
 

Mission Aviation Fellowship 
 MAF provides aviation and 

technology so that isolated people 

may be physically and spiritually 

transformed. In times of crisis, 

MAF’s large fleet of planes and 

helicopters transport aid workers, 

medical teams, missionaries, food, and supplies to some of 

the hardest hit and remotest areas of the world. Trinity 

supports John Woodberry, the Disaster Response Manager 

for MAF.  Donations will help John and the MAF team 

provide relief after the hurricanes in Puerto Rico and Haiti. 
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Our Local Ministries 
Puente (Puente de la Costa Sur) 

Serving nearly 1,500 people a 

year, Puente provides vital 

services for people living in the 

rural communities of San Mateo’s 

South Coast. With over 40 

programs dealing with health and wellness, youth leadership 

development, adult education, and economic security, 

Puente is the only community resource center for the South 

Coast. Donations help neighbors truly in need. 

 

St. Francis Center 
St. Francis Center serves 3,000 

individuals in the Redwood City 

area each month. The Center 

focuses on families and helping 

them to get back on their feet and 

on with their lives. St. Francis 

Center provides education to children and adults, housing, 

groceries, clothing, two community gardens, and a Christmas 

Toy Giveaway Program. Donations are used to purchase 

school supplies and educational materials, groceries, and 

diapers. 
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Redwood High School 
When a student is not on track to 

graduate in the Sequoia Union High 

School District, Redwood High steps 

in with alternative pathways to 

graduation. Redwood offers a smaller school with flexible 

schedules and personalized instruction. While parents pay 

for many “extras” in the comprehensive high schools, 

Redwood High doesn’t have that kind of help. So, your 

donations will go toward those extras (supplemental 

supplies, field trips, winter coats …) 

 

Siena Youth Center 
 Siena Youth Center, under the 

umbrella of St. Francis Center, 

focus' on economically 

disadvantaged youth in the 

Redwood City area. Through their 

after school programs, summer camps, and special projects 

they promote young people to live a healthy and active 

lifestyle, promote education, and teaches them how to find 

their voice and engage in their community. The center 

provides a safe place with academic enrichment, tutoring, 

sports, media art, bicycle repair training, leadership training, 

and field trips. Donations will be used to support these 

activities. 
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