
G P S  F A I T H  C O M M U N I T Y

2020  Y e a r  E n d  r e p o r t



Kick off the meeting with a welcome and intro by Leadership
President -Mike Hotopp

Begin with Devotion and Prayer: Philippians 4:4 will be the focus
verse for the day - Pastor Brandon

Yearly recap by Leadership President - Mike Hotopp

Budget recap and 2021 Budget proposal/vote - Larry Smith

Thank retiring 2020 Leadership Team members - Mike Hotopp

Introduction of new 2021 Leadership Team members and vote - Mike
Hotopp

Pastor’s 2020 recap and 2021 dreaming - Pastor Brandon

Sending from meeting with GPS sending and a thank you: Let us go
now as God’s People Serving - Mike Hotopp

2021 GPS Annual Meeting Agenda 
 

February  21  at 1:00  pm on Zoom

 

‘Celebrate God all day,  every  day’  

Philippians 4:4
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‘Celebrate God all day,  every  day’   

Philippians 4:4

      What better thing can we do but celebrate God? In our best and worst
day praising God has a way of giving us perspective and lifting us up. The
year of 2020 was a year full of ups and downs that had us leaning into our
faith. My hope is that GPS as a faith community encouraged you for the
journey that you took this year. In the beginning of 2020 we said farewell to
Monica Proefrock after years of serving GPS. We were thankful for her years
of serving and what she offered our faith community. In March we found
ourselves in a place many never imagined, right in the middle of a global
pandemic that would shift patterns of living having us experience loss on a
global and national level. As a result of these life altering moments we
found our worship experiences to be mostly online. With a focus on online
worship were able to make many upgrades to our experience as the year
went on. We began filming with just a smart phone and now we have a
multi-camera set up, a dedicated computer, new lighting and more. These
upgrades have moved us into a future experience of worship that opens our
worship to anyone, anywhere. 
      In the fall we formed a group of GPS members who are intentionally
making connections with our membership. It is vitally important to be
connecting to one another especially in this past year that has been difficult
and found us disconnected to the communities and rhythms that give us life.
All through 2020 we also worked hard to serve in the capacities we could.
GPS helped the boys and girls club to create a new E-sports space, build
veggie boxes for summer programming and more. We also handed off a
monthly meat and cheese donation to Miss Carly’s as she serves hundreds of
lunches a day to our community as well as handing off a monthly donation of
food from the Northern Illinois Food bank. Another service opportunity at 
 Miss Carly’s was with the Thanksgiving meal they handed off. GPS members
cut pies, made sandwiches and compiled meals for those in need. GPS has
also continued our partnership with our local schools by handing
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off packages of love to the staff at both Ralston and Maple in this difficult
year. One of my favorite weekends this past year was our night of worship
and service where we served, collected supplies and gathered for worship. A
night of fun capped 2020 off with our Christmas drive thru which was fun for
GPS members to serve and the community that came through it. 2020 was a
year that will surely leave its mark on all of us and how we live life. 
     As we look toward 2021 let’s focus on the mission we share and move
forward to deepen our relationships with God, one another and our
community through worship and serving. Some ways we will do this is
through strengthening our already established groups that are meeting and
to grow in number some small group offerings this next year. We will also be
deepening our connections with our local organizations and begin some
work with Global missions to connect our community of faith to the needs
within the world. The desire at GPS is to deeply live out our purpose
statement of ‘Finding Direction by loving God and serving others.’ As your
Pastor I long for you to hear a thank you for how you used your gifts, talents,
resources and more at GPS for the sake of our community and world in 2020.
I also look with excitement to what God has for us in this next year.

In God’s love, 

Pastor Brandon Nelson
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For I  am the Lord ,  your God ,  who takes hold of your right hand and

 says to you ,  Do not fear ;  I  w ill help you .  

Isaiah 41:13

 

      I wish to recognize the members of your Leadership Team; Chuck Wilke,

Rebecca Brooks, Mike Ilseman, Jacob Grogan, Larry Smith, Bob Wilson, Amanda

Cismesia, and Youth Representatives Isabella Brooks and Noah Johnson. I also

wish to thank the team for their contributions and their diligence this past year.

Our monthly meetings turned into bi-weekly and in some cases weekly meetings

as we planned our response to the COVID crisis. We worked together as a team

to wade through mounds of information and directives we received from the

Northern Illinois Synod, the CDC and the Winnebago County Health Department.

A special thanks goes out to the team members who completed their terms at

the end of 2020: Chuck Wilke, Rebecca Brooks, Mike Ilseman, Jacob Grogan, and

Noah Johnson.

        The following members have agreed to join the leadership team this year:

Sheila Becker and Felicia Woodard. A youth representative will be named in the

weeks ahead. The following leadership team members have agreed to serve in

their respective positions. The GPS Constitution requires the congregation to

vote on affirming these individuals to these positions. President: Mike Hotopp

Vice President: Sheila Becker Treasurer: Larry Smith    We are extremely thankful

to TJ, members of the band, technical assistants and Pastor Brandon for their

hard work and flexibility in these unusual times. Everyone has come together to

make dramatic improvements to our live stream worship experience. Many of us

desire to move back into live worship. Yet it is also important to continue to

offer a live stream each week to members and visitors who prefer this kind of

worship experience.

Blessings,

Mike Hotopp
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2020  Financial Recap at GPS Faith 

           

      It is the work of the whole that allows us to the hand and feet of Jesus and Able to

Stretch out God's love in a real way. Thank you so much for your gifts to the life and

ministry of GPS Faith Community this past year. For 2020 our tithes and offerings received

totaled $248,279. Our total revenue exceeded our total expanses by $7,322 for the giving

year of 2020. We have approximately $79,953 in cash of which 32, 216 is restricted.

2021  P r o p o s e d  b u d g e t
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2020  O f f e r i n g s
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M I N I S T R I E S

Serving Others          

   In 2020 we found ourselves at work serving our community in many ways. Throughout

2020 we continued to partner with Miss Carly's through moments of serving, compiling

thanksgiving dinners, collecting supplies, donating thousands of pounds of food and more.

As a faith community we also served alongside the boys and girls brigade through building

vegetable boxes for their summer programs, creating an E-sports space, cleaning during

the fall and connecting. As well our connection with our schools both Maple and Ralston

continued through a challenging year with cards, gifts of support and donations. We

continued our partnership with the Helping Hands food pantry by serving once a month.

As a faith community serving is foundational to who we are. There are many other acts of

kindness and serving that occurred during this year and each brought God's love to

another.  We look forward to what 2021 has for us as we reach out with God's love. 

 Loving god

    This past year we grew deeper in our faith through worship, small groups, Sunday

school and more. Our online worship experience was shaped and formed in the months

that our main point of worship connection was online. These months allowed us the ability

to grow in how we worship online as well as who we were connecting with. This online

worship reality is here to stay and will give us an amazing way to connect with any who

wish to visit with us. As a faith community we also grew together in the many small

groups that meet at GPS. There was also some that began this past year and a book group

that has gone through 2 books so far and meets every other week. Small group gatherings

are at the heart of growing deeper in our faith and we hope to grow in number and depth

in these for 2021. Throughout 2020 we also connected through faith formation with our

school age children through summer faith kits, online Sunday school experiences/faith kits

as well as confirmation meeting in-person and the beginnings of a youth group for our

oldest students. It is a joy to gather together, share our faith and lives together. If you

aren’t connected to a small group and would like to be don’t hesitate to reach out to

Pastor Brandon.           
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       As we reflect on 2020 it is a year we will not soon forget. Looking over our year

together as GPS Faith Community it is clear that God has been present throughout the ups

and downs.  As always thank you for how you make God's presence and love known with

your life. 


