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Face to Face and Shoulder to Shoulder 

At the start of the Lenten season in 2020 

just before the global COVID-19 

pandemic hit, we began a Sunday 

sermon series called “Face to Face 

Grace.”  The Lord placed on Pastor Tim’s heart a challenge 

for our church community to examine our relationships.  A 

week after his opening sermon, the world observed stay at 

home orders and we had our first online worship service.  

In an ironic twist (or an attack from the enemy) as Pastor 

Tim was feeling the Lord call us to deeper face to face 

connection, we were unexpectedly finding ourselves behind 

screens in a pseudo-community as we experienced life as 

the scattered church.  Thankfully, we are moving beyond 

the pandemic and the sweet joy of sharing in fellowship 

and worship with one another as the gathered church is 

becoming a norm.  Yet, reports seem to suggest we’re still 

feeling the same loneliness we felt during the pandemic.   

    People across generations are reporting increased 

feelings of loneliness.  Researcher Susan Mettes says 

loneliness “is the distress someone feels when their social 

connections don’t meet their need for emotional intimacy.  

It’s lack.  It’s disappointment.  It’s something we are 

conscious of, even when we don’t call it loneliness.  

Loneliness is a thirst that drives us to seek companionship 

– or, perhaps better, fellowship.  Without fellowship, we go 

on needing others and seeking relief for that need.”  We 

need others.   

    Pride can make it hard to admit that need and respond 

vulnerably.  Other times we just fill our lives with more 

than we can manage and forget to prioritize the most 

important things.  And sometimes we believe that 

counterfeit alternatives offered by our technologies are as 

good as the real thing.  Sure, technology has its value.  

Video conferencing can save time and allows some people 

the ability to join in when they otherwise couldn’t.  Texting 

and tracking apps can be an invaluable tool in parenting 

teens through their transition to independence.  When we 

can’t travel to our loved ones, it’s a gift to video chat with 

them.  But, experts have been sounding the warning sirens 

about these technologies for good reason.  To make money, 

technology developers have used behavioral addiction 

research against us so that our need for community is never 

met.  Experience tells us that any sense of connection we 

receive from the flickering blue light of our screen is 

fleeting and quickly replaced by insecurity, anxiety, 

depression, disconnection and loneliness.     

    Authentic, vulnerable, face to face and shoulder to 

shoulder community is the only thing that eases loneliness.  

We know this at a gut level.  The pandemic taught us this.  

Conversation over a meal or coffee with another lifts us.  

Sharing our hearts with friends releases a burden.  Laughter 

at the campfire is medicine for the soul.  Hearing the way 

the Lord works in our friends lives reorients our faith.  

Lifting praise to God alongside our brothers and sisters in 

worship restores the joy of the Lord in our lives.   Praying 

for one another heals us.  We are meant to be present in 

body and spirit – physically and emotionally – to people. 

    In Psalm 90, the community urges the Lord, “Teach us to 

number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  

Life is brief and fragile and we need wisdom to determine 

what is most pressing – what is most precious in this life.  

It’s scary to need people and express that need.  Lots of 

good things fill our calendars and keep us away.  We can 

convince ourselves that there will be time later or that for 

now a text and a like on a social media post is enough for us 

to feel understood and valued and close to others.  But have 

we chosen wisely?  May we hear the Spirit speak and 

respond with love for the Lord and our neighbor.   

               Pastor Stacy Smith 

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” - Psalm 90:12 



Fellowship Opportunities 
Naza-What Class 

May 3 & 10 from 6:30-8:00pm 

Our name, Nazarene, is taken from a term that was used in 
the first century to describe Jesus and his followers.  The 
term "Nazarene" was used to describe people who were 
pretty ordinary. When we call Jesus "the Nazarene," we're 
reminding ourselves that Jesus isn't just for a select group of 
people, he's for everyone who seeks him! Join Pastor Tim 
on May 4th to learn about the church, it’s beliefs and 
membership.  
 
Annual Meeting & Church Elections 

Join us on Sunday, June 4th at 7pm for the annual meeting 
as we reflect on and celebrate the previous church 
year.  Annual Church Elections take place during the fifteen 
minutes before and after services on May 28, May 31, & 
June 4.  Church members vote to fill positions for church 
board positions, District Assembly delegates and missions 
delegates.   Page 2 

Cancer Support Group 

May 9 at 2pm 

Caring cancer survivors meet monthly to listen and discuss 
the challenges of living with cancer.  Everyone is welcome.   
 
PrimeTime Luncheon 

May 16 at 12pm  

PrimeTime is for anyone 55 years old and over, who enjoys 
fun and fellowship.  Bring a dish to pass and come to enjoy 
fellowship with one another.  We’ll enjoy a music from our 
own Chrissy Rust. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 

Sat, May 20 at 8am . Country Ranch in Morrice 

All men are invited for good food, great fellowship and 
relevant teaching.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 Wednesday Meal 
Naza-What Class 
Adult Bible Study 
Real Life Students 
Kids Connect 
First Steps Refresh 

4 5 6 

7 8 
 

9 
Cancer Support 

10 Wednesday Meal 
Naza-What Class 
Adult Bible Study 
Real Life Students 
Kids Connect 
First Steps Refresh 

11 
Teen Regional 
Celebrate Life 

12 
Teen Regional 
Celebrate Life 

13 
Teen Regional 
Celebrate Life 

14 15 16 
PrimeTime 
Luncheon 

17   
Wednesday Meal 
Adult Bible Study 
Real Life Students 
Kids Connect 
First Steps Refresh 

18 19 20 
Men’s Breakfast 

21 22 
 

23 24 
Adult Bible Study 
Real Life Students 
Kids Connect 
First Steps Refresh 

25 
 

26 
 

27 

28 
Church Picnic 

29 30 31 
Adult Bible Study 
Real Life Students 
Kids Connect 
First Steps Refresh 

   Men’s Coffee . Wednesdays at 6:30am   
All men are invited for fellowship and coffee at the 
newly remodeled Admin Center.  Park in the church 
parking lot and enter through the east side lower level 
entrance. 



Regional Celebrate 

Life . May 11-13 

Fourteen teens and 

chaperones will head to 

Olivet Nazarene University 

for a weekend of seeking 

God and watching teens 

develop the gifts God has given them.  Be praying for 

students and leaders.  Thank you!   

Promotion Sunday 

June 4 at 11am 

Students currently in 6th grade will be “promoted” to 

youth group, Sunday School and Youth Group events.  

Welcome Party 

June 14th from 7-8pm 

We will celebrate the newcomers to youth group on 

Wednesday, June 14th from 7-8pm.  There will be games, 

snacks and a short devotional that will help welcome our 

newest Youth-Group-ers to our community! 

Memorial Roll 
Nazarene Missions International raises funds for the 

medical needs of missionaries through the memorial 

roll.  For seventy-five dollars ($75) the name of a deceased 

friend or loved one is placed on the Memorial Roll.  If you 

have a family member or friend you would like to 

memorialize in this way, please see Pastor Tim  by 

Sunday, May 21st.  We will present memorial rolls on 

Sun, June 4. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Monday June 19 from 10am-3:45pm 

There is a critical need for blood.  We’re hosting a blood 

drive at our church.  You can sign up to donate online at 

redcross.org/give-blood.html by entering “Perry Naz” in 

the location search.  Or you can call the church office at 

517-625-3400 to schedule an appointment.   

Looking for Pictures 
We have many talented photographers among us who have 

captured God’s creation in beautiful ways.  We would love 

to see creation through your eye!  If you would like to 

share a picture that we can showcase on our bulletin cover, 

please contact Pastor Stacy.    

Summer Adult Study 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Heritage Hall  

Beginning May 24th, men and women will join together for 

a summer Bible study where we’ll learn about and discuss 

the foundations of our faith and it’s relevance to current 

issues.  You’ll find this to be useful preparation as you 

connect with people in our community.        

Summer Camp Scholarships 
We’re gearing up to send our students to summer camp at 

Indian Lake Nazarene Campgrounds and our goal is to 

provide $100 scholarships to each student who attends 

camp.  If you would like to partner with us to send kids to 

this life changing week, pick up a donation slip on the board 

in the narthex.  You can donate in person by including an 

offering in an envelope marked “camp scholarship” or by 

donating online with the QR code on the back of this page. 

Church Picnic 
Sunday, May 28 after 11am Service 

Join us for a church picnic to kick off the summer.  The 

Church Life committee will provide the meat and beverages, 

families can bring sides and desserts and enjoy fellowship 

with one another.   

Infant—Kindergarten 
Sunday Worship at 11am 

Children (18mo-K) gather in 

worship with songs, Bible stories 

and crafts geared to their age.  

Nursery is available for infants –

18month. 

First Steps Refresh (Infant—K) . Wednesdays at 7pm 

With experiential story-telling and engaging activities, our 

little ones will travel through God’s story in both the Old 

and New Testaments. 

 

1st—6th Grade 
Sunday Worship at 11am 

Through hands-on activities, 

energetic worship, engaging 

sermons, and relational prayer time, 

we learn and celebrate who God is. 

Kids Connect . Wednesdays from 7-8pm 

We are in a Jesus-centered journey through God’s story of 

love.  Every aspect will set the stage to intentionally grow 

friendship with Jesus as our Lord and Savior!    



Each Week in May 

 Sunday morning 

  9:00 Early Worship 

 10:00 Discipleship Classes (all 
ages) 

11:00 Morning Worship 
First Steps Worship 
Inside Out Worship 
Nursery 

 Wednesday evening 

  6:00 Wednesday Meal 

  7:00 Adult Bible Study 
Real Life Student Ministries 
Kids Connect 
First Steps Refresh 

Perry Church of the Nazarene 

3100 W. Ellsworth Road 

Perry, MI 48872 

(517) 625-3400 

www.perrynazarene.com 

Perry Church of the Nazarene Mission Statement:  We exist to lead as many as possible to become devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

SUMMER CAMP AT INDIAN LAKE 

Camp is filled with wonderful services, speakers, music, action and fun.  Students will 
have an adventurous time in creation, stretching their hearts and minds (and legs) and 
have a new sense of purpose.  Because we value camp so much and want to see broader 
participation, our church is offering discounts of $100 to all children and teens who 
attend.  Families with elementary children should contact Pastor Sarah and families with 
teens should contact Pastor Aaron for more information to register. 
 
6th-8th grade $250 
9th-12th grade $210  
K-2nd grade $150 
2nd –4th grade $250 
4th-6th grade $250 
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