January 2023

The Voice of the Shepherd
"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me — just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father — and I lay down my life for the sheep. - Jhn 10:14-15 NIV

A few years ago, there was a video
produced on YouTube that perfectly
illustrated this passage of Scripture. A group of
children were challenged to call out to a flock of about
50 sheep grazing in a field. Several children called
out to the sheep but the sheep paid absolutely no
attention to their voices. The sheep kept
grazing. Then a shepherd stepped up and called out to
the sheep. Immediately, you saw a few sheep lift their
heads up and turn toward the shepherd. As the call
continued, the other sheep stopped grazing and looked
toward the shepherd. A few seconds later, several
began running toward the shepherd. Before long, the
whole flock surrounded the shepherd and followed
him as he walked along. It would be hard to imagine
a better scene to meditate upon to nourish our soul.
Jesus invites us into a relationship of deep
connection. We often try to use human relationships
as analogies to explain the deep connection God wants
for us — a husband and wife; a child and parent; two
friends. Perhaps these are the best we can do, but
Jesus goes further, teaching, “...as the Father knows
me and I know the Father…” so Jesus will know you
and you will know Jesus. Knowing and being known
are desires that form the foundation of our most
intimate relationships. Our best relationships reveal a
knowledge of one another that has grown a mutual

self-giving love. The Father and Son knew one
another and experienced this deep unity — a mystery
that has defied explanation for 2000 years. Usually,
the more we try to explain it, the more confused we
get. It cannot be explained but only believed in faith
and then experienced.

“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the Lord's holy
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep
is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.” - Eph 3:17-19 NIV
How do we experience deep connection and unity with
Jesus? Like sheep, we listen for his voice. Someone
has said, “What gets my attention, gets me.” Not only
do we listen for his voice but we also learn not to listen
to other voices. Like the school children in the
YouTube video, there are other voices calling us but
we must not turn to those voices. We must learn to
turn away from the voices that criticize or condemn;
the voices that attempt to control or constrict us. We
listen for and turn to the voice of the one who laid
down his life for us. His love is true. And he invites
us into his flock.

Pastor Tim Harmon
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1
Happy New Year

2
Grief Share

3

4
Adult Bible Study
RLSM Youth Group
Kids Connect
First Steps Refresh

5

6

7

8

9
Women’s Group

10
Cancer Support

11
Adult Bible Study
RLSM Youth Group
Kids Connect
First Steps Refresh

12

13

14

19

20

21
Men’s Breakfast

26

27

28
Teen Celebrate Life

Grief Share

16

16
Women’s Group

17
PrimeTime
Luncheon

18

22

23
Women’s Group

24

25
Adult Bible Study
RLSM Youth Group
Kids Connect
First Steps Refresh

29

30
Women’s Group

31

Adult Bible Study
RLSM Youth Group
Kids Connect
First Steps Refresh

Wednesday Evening Opportunities
Family style meal served at 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall.
Men’s Study @ 7pm in Sanctuary
Women’s Study @ 7pm in Fellowship Hall
Youth Group @ 6:30pm in Lower Level
Children @ 7pm in Room 103 or 202

Discipleship & Fellowship Opportunities
Women’s Small Group
Mondays at 2pm, beginning January 9
This weekly women’s small group is exploring a Max
Lucado study called Bad Girls of the Bible and What We
Can Learn From Them.
Cancer Support Group
Jan 10 at 2pm in Heritage Hall
Caring cancer survivors meet monthly to listen and discuss
the challenges of living with cancer. Everyone is welcome.
Prime Time Luncheon
Jan 17at 12pm in Heritage Hall
PrimeTime is for anyone 50 years or better, who enjoys fun
and fellowship. Meat and potatoes will be provided and you
are encouraged to bring your favorite holiday side dish to
our meal.
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Men’s Breakfast
Jan 21 at 8am in Heritage Hall
All men are invited for good food, great fellowship and
relevant teaching.
Teen Celebrate Life
Jan 28
Our Teens are heading to District Celebrate Life on January
28. This event helps teens develop and celebrate the gifts
God has given them so they can use them for His glory.
There are opportunities in team sports, individual sports,
arts, music, creative writing and many others. Please be in
prayer for our students as they prepare and later gather with
other Nazarene teens across our district to glorify God.

