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December 22 is one of my favorite days of the year. It’s not the 
birthday of a loved one or close family friend. In fact, I’m not 
aware of anything particularly noteworthy in our personal history 

that happened on December 22. And, just to be clear, my affection for 
December 22 has absolutely nothing to do with any of the pagan religious 
practices associated with the Winter Solstice on December 21. No, 
December 22 is one of my favorite days of the year for a much simpler 
reason. It’s the day when the days begin to get a little bit longer and the 
nights a little shorter!

You know how it works. Beginning on June 22 those of us who live in the 
Northern Hemisphere lose a little bit of daylight each day until we suffer 
through the shortest day of the year on December 21. Then, on December 
22 that trend reverses and we begin to get more daylight each day. This 
year in Denver we’ll get exactly one second more daylight on December 
22 than we will have had on December 21! That’s a good reason to give 
December 22 a little more respect than it normally gets. 

Light is one of God’s greatest gifts. It is no accident that the first words 
of God recorded in Scripture are, “Let there be light.” The very first thing 
God created to overcome the lifeless chaos described in Genesis 1:2 was 
light—glorious, life-giving, order-making light. Everything that follows in 
God’s great creative acts is possible because God first created light. 

Without light there can be no life.

Without light we cannot see what’s real.

Without light we cannot find our way.

This makes me think of Jesus’ claim, “I am the way and the truth and the 
life” (John 14:6).

As we enter this month of anticipation for the joyous celebration of Jesus' 
birth, let’s pay attention to how much we enjoy the lights of Christmas. And 
as we enjoy them, let’s recall that the One who called Himself “the light of 
the world” (John 8:12), is the one we celebrate on Christmas morning.

Walking in the Light,

Mark Young
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 "DO NOT BE AFRAID. I BRING YOU GOOD NEWS THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT JOY 

FOR ALL THE PEOPLE. TODAY IN THE TOWN OF DAVID A SAVIOR 

HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU; HE IS THE MESSIAH, THE LORD." 

- LUKE 2:10-11

Father Theodore Dorrance
DMin Student

A Rhythm of Remembrance

In the Orthodox Church, Christians practice a rhythm of remembrance 
throughout the year. In continuity with ancient Judaism, the faithful celebrate 

the major events of salvation history through a cycle of preparation, fulfillment, 
and thanksgiving. This cycle helps Christians intentionally change their routines, 
adding spiritual disciplines to slow down and center themselves on the meaning 
and significance of each feast.

This practice can help Christians of every faith tradition in their celebration 
of Christmas. During the Christmas season, our society speeds up. The malls 
are filled to capacity. Companies host holiday parties, and families bake, shop, 
send Christmas cards, decorate, and stress over how they can possibly “afford 
Christmas” another year. It’s easy to get caught up in this “holiday spirit.” While 
most of these activities are well-intended, together they create a harried and 
overwhelming atmosphere.

We, too, can let these activities of the season become our dictators and cause us to 
burn out even before Christmas arrives. This year, to counter this tendency, I invite 
you to use each day of December leading up to Christmas to focus on a daily quiet 
time in prayer and study, focusing specifically on our Lord’s Nativity. The meaning 
of Christmas is the incarnation and birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world. When 
we think about the meaning of God’s incarnation, we should think of how Jesus 
can become increasingly incarnate in our lives and be born anew in our hearts. 
This requires a sensitive heart that desires Him above all other things. Consistent 
prayer produces this sensitive heart. Makarios of Egypt, a desert father of the 
fourth century, taught this:

The crown of every good endeavor and the highest of achievements is diligence 
in prayer. It is in prayer that the saints experience communion in the hidden 
energies of God’s holiness and inner union with it, and their souls are brought 
through unutterable love into the presence of the Lord. 

This year let us intentionally slow down our lives and carve out some dedicated 
time for prayer and reflection on the significance of God becoming human. In this 
way, all the other preparations of the season will only add to our sense of joy and 
gratitude.

December

“ARISE, SHINE, FOR YOUR LIGHT HAS COME, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD RISES UPON YOU. 

SEE, DARKNESS COVERS THE EARTH AND THICK DARKNESS IS OVER THE PEOPLES, 

BUT THE LORD RISES UPON YOU AND HIS GLORY APPEARS OVER YOU. 

NATIONS WILL COME TO YOUR LIGHT, 

AND KINGS TO THE BRIGHTNESS OF YOUR DAWN.” 

- ISAIAH 60:1-3
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 "DO NOT BE AFRAID. I BRING YOU GOOD NEWS THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT JOY 

FOR ALL THE PEOPLE. TODAY IN THE TOWN OF DAVID A SAVIOR 

HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU; HE IS THE MESSIAH, THE LORD." 

- LUKE 2:10-11

Father Theodore Dorrance
DMin Student
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“ARISE, SHINE, FOR YOUR LIGHT HAS COME, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD RISES UPON YOU. 

SEE, DARKNESS COVERS THE EARTH AND THICK DARKNESS IS OVER THE PEOPLES, 

BUT THE LORD RISES UPON YOU AND HIS GLORY APPEARS OVER YOU. 

NATIONS WILL COME TO YOUR LIGHT, 

AND KINGS TO THE BRIGHTNESS OF YOUR DAWN.” 

- ISAIAH 60:1-3

Arise, Shine, 
for Your Light Has Come

Keith P. Wells, DMin
Associate Professor of Theological Biography and Research 

and Director of Library

The contrast of light and darkness is a frequent theme throughout the Bible. 
The world is in darkness, and God brings light. The dramatic emphasis on 

light is particularly striking in this text because of the comprehensive extent of the 
darkness over the earth and its people. The source of this light, which penetrates 
the darkness so vividly and so completely, is the revelation of God’s glory. Clearly, 
something has occurred that opens the way for the glory of God to be revealed in 
His people and to draw the nations to this light.

From the descriptions of the Servant-Messiah in the Servant Songs of Isaiah (Isa. 
42–53), we learn that it is this Servant who is the conqueror of sin and the light 
for the nations. When the light of God dawns in Israel, the nations will recognize 
that the Servant is the manifestation of God’s glory and come streaming to it. The 
brightness of the glory of God in the person of the Servant will be irresistible to 
the nations and to the kings of the earth! 

The purpose of God’s sharing His glory with His people through the Servant-
Messiah is explicit. God’s people have a mission. The nations are in darkness 
because they do not know the Lord and His Servant-Messiah. When the glory of 
God is manifest through the Servant-Messiah, the mission of God’s people is to 
bear that light so all will see the glory of God’s Servant-Messiah.

As we reflect on the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the Servant-Messiah, in this 
Advent season, we are reminded of our privilege and calling to be the conduit of 
God’s light to the nations through Him. Though we always fall short of our calling 
as God’s people, may the Lord grant us grace to reflect the light of the Incarnation 
in such a way that even kings will want to come and fall at the feet of the Savior. 
Soli deo gloria.
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Infusing Advent with Gratitude

Aaron Johnson, MA
Associate Dean of Educational Technology

Instead of birthdays, our family celebrates birthweeks. Of course, that includes 
our daughters’ actual birthdays, but we begin each celebration on the Sunday 

before the big event. We leave notes of gratitude, make their favorite meals, 
indulge in more ice cream than usual, and surprise them with little gifts. Our 
seven-day celebrations color the week with special attention and gratitude for 
having that person as a part of our life and family. This tradition has helped me 
better understand the season of Advent. It is a time of attending, gratitude, and 
anticipation.

On the afternoon of Christmas Day, I often feel like I’ve missed something. I 
wonder how our family might have better enjoyed the Christmas season and 
allowed holy celebration to capture our attention. In the past, my reaction was to 
invent an elaborate family tradition and to get bogged down in the complexity 
of it all. But our birthweek celebrations taught me that little things matter. Now 
during Advent, we add to our dinner prayers a thanksgiving for Jesus coming to 
us. We recognize His desire to be Immanuel, “God with us.” When my children 
were six and eight, we read this devotional booklet at bedtime. Those small, 
repeated moments have the power to draw our attention to Jesus in the midst of a 
season characterized by distraction.

In our birthweeks and during Advent, the theme of our hearts becomes gratitude. 
This summer, we drove up Old Fall River Road in Rocky Mountain National Park. 
Along the way, we stopped to take in two waterfalls, explored an alpine meadow 
laden with wildflowers, and took a family photo in the high country. Driving 
down the mountainside, I was overwhelmed with gratitude for being alive and 
for the opportunity to take in such beauty. The long drive of Advent offers us a 
similar chance to take in the sights and sounds of our Lord’s intentions, in both 
His coming and His promise to come again. Those experiences have the power to 
warm our hearts and make us grateful people.

Most of us can remember the intense anticipation we experienced as children 
leading up to Christmas Day. Celebrating the weeks of Advent has the power 
to recapture that sense of anticipation, to gather up all our remembering 
and gratitude into a day of worship and celebration that makes Christmas a 
transforming event for us and our families. 

December

“BUT MARY TREASURED UP ALL THESE THINGS AND PONDERED THEM IN HER HEART.” 

- LUKE 2:19

“WHEN THE PARENTS BROUGHT IN THE CHILD JESUS TO DO FOR HIM 

WHAT THE CUSTOM OF THE LAW REQUIRED, 

SIMEON TOOK HIM IN HIS ARMS AND PRAISED GOD.” 

- LUKE 2:27-28
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To Hold God in Our Hands
Jessica J. Schroeder, Current Student

Master of Arts in Theology

When I consider the themes of Advent, the marvel of the Incarnation carries 
immense weight. Scripture tells us that God became human. Divinity united to 

human flesh, without confusion or alteration of these distinct natures. Though I have 
studied this concept over the years cerebrally, coming to grips with the tangibility of the 
concept—God in flesh—can be a bit bewildering. How does one come to understand 
this incredible thing?

A favorite Advent song of mine is called “Who Would Have Dreamed?” by Sovereign 
Grace Music. The lyrics contrast the glory and majesty of the coming King Jesus with 
the humility of His entrance into our dusty, often mundane, earth. The chorus reads: 
“Who would have dreamed or ever foreseen that we could hold God in our hands? The 
Giver of Life was born in the night, revealing God’s glorious plan—to save the world.”

Those words, “that we could hold God in our hands,” give me goosebumps, even as I 
write this!

In light of this song, the account of Simeon’s interaction with the infant Christ, Mary, 
and Joseph in Matthew and Luke struck me afresh. Luke 2:28 says, “Simeon took him 
[Jesus] in his arms and praised God” (emphasis mine). Of course, people take babes 
into their arms all the time; this is not a new thing. But Simeon took God into his 
arms. Jesus Christ, fully divine and fully human, was held in the arms of otherwise 
ordinary human beings.

As Simeon held the infant Christ, he proclaimed, “My eyes have seen your salvation,” 
and proclaimed Jesus “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 
people Israel” (2:30, 32). Simeon declared this babe in his arms to be God’s salvation 
and light for revelation and glory—a gift for all the nations.

Though this concept of God becoming human is difficult to comprehend, 
comprehension may not be the point. Rather, the Incarnation should lead us to an 
overwhelming sense of wonder. The marvelous mystery of how this could come to 
pass and the scandalous reality that it did come to pass ought to draw us into wonder, 
leading us, in turn, to worship.

As we “prepare Him room” this Advent season, let us create space in our days—and in 
our hearts—to meditate upon the wondrous mystery of Immanuel, God with us.

Aaron Johnson, MA
Associate Dean of Educational Technology

“BUT MARY TREASURED UP ALL THESE THINGS AND PONDERED THEM IN HER HEART.” 

- LUKE 2:19

“WHEN THE PARENTS BROUGHT IN THE CHILD JESUS TO DO FOR HIM 

WHAT THE CUSTOM OF THE LAW REQUIRED, 

SIMEON TOOK HIM IN HIS ARMS AND PRAISED GOD.” 

- LUKE 2:27-28
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The Divinely Appointed Journey

Ethan Weaver, MDiv 
Alumnus

“THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND MADE HIS DWELLING AMONG US. 

WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY, THE GLORY OF THE ONE AND ONLY SON, 

WHO CAME FROM THE FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH.” 

- JOHN 1:14

Perhaps the most anxiety-inducing aspect of our modern American lives is waiting. 
We impatiently tap our foot in the checkout line. We lose our temper at a delayed 

flight. We mourn the lack of direction for our next vocational move. In a world of 
instant messaging, microwaves, and digital music, waiting seems like a thorn resulting 
from the Fall.

The Gospel writers describe Jesus’ life as full of long journeys, delays, and frustrations. 
If we had advised God as He sent His Son into the world, wouldn’t we have suggested 
something more efficient? Since Jesus’ work culminated in His death and resurrection, 
couldn’t He have come as an adult one day, been crucified and risen the next, and been 
back in heaven in no time? At every opportunity throughout Jesus’ life, the devil and 
religious leaders sought to throw Him off His divine mission. Perhaps He should have 
foregone that long path from Bethlehem to Calvary.

Yet the miracle of the Incarnation is not simply that Jesus came in flesh, but that He 
came as an infant. He experienced full humanity in all its weakness and temptation. 
And through this journey, as the author of Hebrews says, He has become our Great 
High Priest, the One who intercedes for us and intimately knows our struggles (Heb. 
5:15). Through His life, He presented to the world the clearest expression of what God 
is like (Heb. 1:3). And so Jesus’ infancy, childhood, adolescence, and adulthood were 
not wasted. God’s divine journey for His Son brings about magnificent blessings for 
His creation. 

While Americans are often future-oriented, we hold the finish line so rigidly in our 
vision that we neglect the journey on which God brings us. We miss formational truths 
in our education, anticipating graduation day. We overlook the beauty of each stage 
of our children’s lives as we fret over their future livelihood. We yearn so strongly for 
marriage that we become blind to the relationships God has for us now. We become so 
impatient in waiting for direction that we ignore how God shapes us in the meantime. 

The Incarnation teaches us, as does much of Scripture, that the divinely appointed 
journey, not just the destination, is filled with God’s blessing. He has promised to bring 
us into conformity with the character of Jesus, and we joyfully journey with Him each 
day, open to what God has for us on this stretch of the path.

December
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Scott Klingsmith, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Intercultural Studies and Missiologist in Residence

Today we hear credible reports that more Muslims have turned to Christ in 
the past 30 years than in the previous 1,300 years. Thousands of Muslims 

have met Christ, many after experiencing a dream or a vision of Jesus appearing to 
them.

Some Christians in the West doubt these reports. They are convinced that God 
doesn’t, or even shouldn’t, reveal Himself in this way. They argue that the Bible is 
God’s finished revelation, and that missionaries are needed to take the gospel to 
people who have never had the chance to hear.

However, these stories shouldn’t surprise us. God is in the business of making 
Himself known, whether through the Scriptures or through Christian witnesses or 
through a direct encounter with Jesus. Matthew records just such a situation. We 
read of the Magi, wise men from Persia, who said to King Herod, “We have seen 
his star in the East and have come to worship him” (Mt. 2:2). They didn’t have 
the Hebrew Scriptures to point them to a coming King. They didn’t have specific 
revelation to tell them to expect a royal birth. Instead they had the evidence of the 
stars. And based on that evidence they chose to seek Him out.

Most of the Muslims coming to Christ are introduced to Him in a dream, 
but their experience doesn’t end there. It’s often the beginning of a journey of 
discovery, not the end. Usually they somehow come in contact with a Bible, which 
can give them the big picture of the gospel, or they meet a Christian, who tells 
them more explicitly about Jesus the King and Savior. In this way, they can come 
to a fuller understanding of who He is and what He has done. They need to hear 
about His death on the cross and learn about His resurrection from the dead and 
His provision of salvation by grace. In the same way, the Magi needed to learn 
more about the newborn King. They knew enough to get to Herod’s palace, but 
they needed special revelation to point the way to Bethlehem. They knew enough 
to seek Him, but they didn’t know who He truly was. They needed to meet the 
child Jesus so they could worship Him. 

Even today God doesn’t leave Himself without a witness. His desire is that people 
from all nations learn to worship Him alone as the true king of the universe.

Ethan Weaver, MDiv 
Alumnus

“THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND MADE HIS DWELLING AMONG US. 

WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY, THE GLORY OF THE ONE AND ONLY SON, 

WHO CAME FROM THE FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH.” 

- JOHN 1:14

“AFTER JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM IN JUDEA, DURING THE TIME OF KING HEROD, 

MAGI FROM THE EAST CAME TO JERUSALEM AND ASKED, 

‘WHERE IS THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN BORN KING OF THE JEWS? 

WE SAW HIS STAR WHEN IT ROSE AND HAVE COME TO WORSHIP HIM.’” 

- MATTHEW 2:1-2

God Still Reveals 
Himself to the World

6 Dece
mber
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Let Us Walk in the Light

Elodie Ballantine Emig, MA
Instructor of Greek

“BUT IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT, AS HE IS IN THE LIGHT, 

WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER, 

AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS, HIS SON, PURIFIES US FROM ALL SIN.” 

- 1 JOHN 1:7

We live in remarkably uncivil times. Television is crass and violent, whether 
news reports or “entertainment.” Social media allows people to vent 

impatience and invective at anyone who disagrees with them. Hate crimes, 
including those against Christians, are on the increase. So what are we to do?

We could, and probably should, pray about our use of all media, but let’s dig 
deeper. This Advent season, let’s make it our priority to consider what it means to 
behave like Christians and have fellowship with the people around us. Given the 
historical and literary contexts of the Apostle John's first letter, we can be confident 
that he expected his audience to have fellowship with believers. So even though we 
Christians should treat all those we meet with civility and even love, we can begin 
in-house.

Loving our fellow believers is not easy. Fellowship, participation in a community of 
faith that would meet John’s standards of sharing and transparency, does not come 
naturally to sinners. Even though the early Church was far better known for love 
and fellowship than most modern, Western churches are, John knew his standards 
were high.

Notice what he does and does not say. He says Jesus’ blood cleanses us because 
sin interrupts and ultimately destroys fellowship. But he does not say that if we 
walk in the light we have fellowship with Him. Yet I think he sets us up to expect 
just that, because “He Himself ” is emphatic, and because it is true. We do have 
fellowship with God when we walk in the light of His absolute moral perfection 
(1:5). John knew this too. John took his audience immediately to the level of 
application: walking in the light of fellowship with God entails fellowship with 
others. Anyone can claim to walk with the unseen God, but John makes it clear 
that validation of that claim requires observable community.

As we celebrate the light that Jesus brought into the world, let’s also walk in it. 
Let’s take counter-cultural steps together that bring others into our lives and put 
them first. It will not be easy in these dark times, but it will be good.

"BLESSED IS SHE WHO HAS BELIEVED THAT THE LORD 

WOULD FULFILL HIS PROMISES TO HER!"

- LUKE 1:45

"NOW FAITH IS CONFIDENCE IN WHAT WE HOPE FOR AND 

ASSURANCE ABOUT WHAT WE DO NOT SEE."

- HEBREWS 11:1

7December
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Mary' s Active Faith

Don J. Payne, PhD
Associate Professor of Theology and Christian Formation

The writer to the Hebrews did not include Mary, Jesus’ mother, in the 
celebrated “Faith Hall of Fame,” but she definitely would have qualified. 

That litany of faithful figures, both daunting and inspiring, points us to those 
whose personal faith was anchored in God’s faithfulness. Several endured the 
unimaginable because they trusted God. Each played a role in God’s broader 
redemptive purposes beyond what they could have envisioned. Hebrews presents 
these faithful individuals—some of them heroic and some utterly ordinary—as 
forerunners and models for the faith of all who must trust that God’s purposes and 
God’s faithfulness are bigger than the circumstances that threaten to suffocate our 
lives. Sweet teenaged Mary was just such a model, even though she did not make 
the Hebrews list (no criticism intended).

The first Advent of our Lord in the Incarnation was both fulfillment and reminder 
of God’s promised faithfulness. In one sense, Mary’s faith in God seems rather 
passive and perhaps unnecessary. The angel simply showed up, told her what 
was to happen, and she found herself pregnant without sexual union. We might 
not think it took much faith for her to believe that—only morning sickness and 
observation! So why did her cousin Elizabeth declare this blessing on her for 
her faith? Perhaps her faith was not so passive after all. Apparently Mary visited 
Elizabeth soon after the angel had visited her. She may not have started to “show” 
or experience any symptoms of pregnancy. It took faith for Mary to submit to 
what she knew would create disbelief and scandal. Yet she moved ahead, trusting 
that God would do as promised.

Our faith focuses not only on what happened as a result of this pregnancy. Our 
faith can also be bolstered by the easily overlooked faith of this young virgin. 
Without fanfare or pretense, she trusted God with a future that was to be as 
strange and painful as it was redemptive and glorious. Her faith journey bears 
remarkable resemblance to ours, doesn’t it?

Who says we have nothing to learn from young teenagers?

Elodie Ballantine Emig, MA
Instructor of Greek

“BUT IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT, AS HE IS IN THE LIGHT, 

WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER, 

AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS, HIS SON, PURIFIES US FROM ALL SIN.” 

- 1 JOHN 1:7

"BLESSED IS SHE WHO HAS BELIEVED THAT THE LORD 

WOULD FULFILL HIS PROMISES TO HER!"

- LUKE 1:45

"NOW FAITH IS CONFIDENCE IN WHAT WE HOPE FOR AND 

ASSURANCE ABOUT WHAT WE DO NOT SEE."

- HEBREWS 11:1

8 Dece
mber
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God Holds Our Future

Laurel Ackerman
Admissions Operations Coordinator

“YOU WILL KEEP IN PERFECT PEACE THOSE WHOSE MINDS ARE STEADFAST, 

BECAUSE THEY TRUST IN YOU. TRUST IN THE LORD FOREVER, 

FOR THE LORD, THE LORD HIMSELF, IS THE ROCK ETERNAL.”

- ISAIAH 26:3-4

How do you find peace when facing an uncertain future? Often I find myself 
struggling with some sense of anxiety as I wait to see how the future will 

resolve. But waiting is a common theme in the Christian walk. Advent is a season 
that celebrates waiting.

Some of the anxiety that was experienced in the first Advent might be lost on us. 
We know how the story ends. But in the first chapter of Luke, we meet Zechariah 
at the moment he learns his future is about to change.

Zechariah received the startling revelation that he and his wife would have a child 
despite their old age. He responded to this news by saying, "How will I know this? 
For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years" (Luke 1:18). Zechariah 
was admonished and literally silenced by God’s messenger. The rebuke was clear: 
God had spoken, and God would accomplish His will in His timing. What could 
be more certain than that? But Zechariah didn't believe. His unbelief was deeper 
than simply accepting or rejecting God's message. By responding as he did, 
Zechariah didn't acknowledge God's sovereignty, goodness, and faithfulness to 
fulfill His word.

In Zechariah's response, I hear an echo of my own heart when circumstances seem 
uncertain. I tend to believe that the future is only certain when I know how events 
will, or even could, unfold. But by relying on my own understanding to find 
peace, I ignore God's sovereignty over my circumstances. Zechariah received direct 
revelation about his future, which is far more than most of us have in a season of 
waiting. Yet even with direct revelation, Zechariah did not first turn to God, but 
instead relied on his own understanding of his circumstances.

Our peace is not dependent on our circumstances or in our ability to know how 
or when future events will work out. Rather, it is anchored in God Himself—His 
sovereignty, His goodness, His faithfulness, and so much more. Rather than 
struggling in vain to know what the future will hold, I can rest in the knowledge 
that God holds my future. To find peace in the face of uncertainty is to trust that 
God is who He says He is.

“SHE WILL GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND YOU ARE TO GIVE HIM THE  NAME JESUS, 

BECAUSE HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.” 

- MATTHEW 1:21

9December
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Saved From Sin
Ben R. Crenshaw, MA

Marketing and Communications Coordinator

In 1949 C. S. Lewis penned a seminal essay, “The Humanitarian Theory of 
Punishment,” in which he examined various theories of punishment. According 

to Lewis, theories that reject retribution in favor of curing the guilty or deterring the 
delinquent are undergirded by an anthropology that believes humans are merely ill 
and in need of rehabilitation, not sinful and in need of saving.

In contrast to this flawed anthropology, the Gospels present a starker, but ultimately 
more refreshing, picture. In Matthew 1:21, the angel could have said any number 
of things about the implications of Jesus’ name, which in Hebrew means “Yahweh 
saves.” The angel could have pronounced that Jesus would save His people from 
foreign oppressors, natural disaster, national decline, or pestilences and pathologies. 
Instead he highlighted the one flaw we each possess: sin. Jesus died for our sins to 
save us from the penalty of sin: death (Rom. 5:12; 6:23; James 1:15). By doing so, 
He also conquered despotism, disease, disaster, decline, and decay. Sin was at the 
root of the corruption of God’s creation, so God’s rescue plan targeted sin. Once that 
problem was dealt with, new creation could ripple out across the cosmos.

Our world has little interest or patience for sin. By rejecting the sinfulness of 
humankind, we have pronounced the death of Jesus absurd. If our problem is mere 
sickness or disease, then Jesus dying on our behalf is not only incomprehensible but 
unjust. What kind of bloodthirsty God would demand the death of His Son for 
human pathologies when other remedies are available? Repulsed by such a thought, 
we reach for medicine, technology, economic policy, and education to cure ourselves 
and achieve cosmic justice. This is all the god of Moralistic Therapeutic Deism has to 
offer.

Still, we know this approach is insufficient: we stagger under the weight of a fallen 
and decaying world, we wrestle with our flaws and frightening capacity for evil, and 
we grieve and become incensed by the injustices in our society. We are flummoxed 
by death, and without the gospel we would despair. If the human condition is 
marred by a sinfulness unto death that resists all efforts of self-resuscitation, we need 
a dying Savior. Only in this case does the coming of Jesus make sense.

This Christmas let us celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the One who came to save 
His people from their sins, and through that, the world.

Laurel Ackerman
Admissions Operations Coordinator

“YOU WILL KEEP IN PERFECT PEACE THOSE WHOSE MINDS ARE STEADFAST, 

BECAUSE THEY TRUST IN YOU. TRUST IN THE LORD FOREVER, 

FOR THE LORD, THE LORD HIMSELF, IS THE ROCK ETERNAL.”

- ISAIAH 26:3-4

“SHE WILL GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND YOU ARE TO GIVE HIM THE  NAME JESUS, 

BECAUSE HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.” 

- MATTHEW 1:21

10 Dece
mber
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Living Between the Advents

Briana Bailey, MDiv 
Alumna

As modern-day Christians, we live in between the times. In Christian lingo, 
this is often described as the "already-and-not-yet kingdom of God." In less-

common terms, we are living “in between the Advents.” We know that Christ has 
come (in the first Advent), Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again (in the second Advent).

Let us not forget the gravity of what it means to live as new-covenant believers in 
between the Advents. This is a unique privilege and a distinct challenge.

We have the privilege of approaching Christ’s throne of grace with confidence 
because of the certainty that His character and His sacrifice gave to the world. 
What a unique privilege we have! Let us celebrate our confidence in Christ, which 
allows us to bypass all other mediators and go directly into the presence of the Son 
of God, who willingly incarnated Himself on our behalf. 

The challenge we face living between the Advents is to not allow our privilege 
to leave us comfortable or complacent in the present, to not let our comfortable 
lifestyles manifest spiritual complacency. Rather, the certainty we have in Christ 
should cultivate a posture of persistent, redemptive expectancy. According to 
Hebrews, this posture must be faith-rooted (Heb. 2:14), hope-anchored (6:19), 
love-driven (10:24–25), and joy-filled (12:1–2). 

Can you imagine how our wanting world might receive the good news of Christ 
if each of us, as part of His body, would embody faith, hope, love, and joy? Can 
you imagine how the kingdom might come to fuller fruition if we lived in between 
the Advents with a posture of redemptive expectancy? Let us collectively and 
individually cultivate this posture “all the more as you see the Day approaching” 
(Heb. 10:23).

“THEREFORE, SINCE WE HAVE A GREAT HIGH PRIEST WHO HAS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, 

JESUS THE SON OF GOD, LET US HOLD FIRMLY TO THE FAITH WE PROFESS. 

FOR WE DO NOT HAVE A HIGH PRIEST WHO IS UNABLE TO EMPATHIZE WITH OUR WEAKNESSES, 

BUT WE HAVE ONE WHO HAS BEEN TEMPTED IN EVERY WAY, JUST AS WE ARE—YET HE DID NOT SIN. 

LET US THEN APPROACH GOD’S THRONE OF GRACE WITH CONFIDENCE, 

SO THAT WE MAY RECEIVE MERCY AND FIND GRACE TO HELP US IN OUR TIME OF NEED.” 

- HEBREWS 4:14-16

"AS SOON AS THE SOUND OF YOUR GREETING REACHED MY EARS, 

THE BABY IN MY WOMB LEAPED FOR JOY. 

BLESSED IS SHE WHO HAS BELIEVED THAT THE LORD WOULD FULFILL HIS PROMISES TO HER!.

- LUKE 1:44-45
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Joy that Shows
Marshall Shelley, DD

Director of Doctor of Ministry Program and  
Associate Professor of Pastoral Leadership and Ministry

“In a few days, we will have the joy of celebrating the Lord’s birth … the 
manifestation of the love of God who does not limit himself to give us 

something or to send us some message or some messengers, but gives himself to 
us; the mystery of God that takes our human condition and our sins on himself to 
reveal his divine life to us, his immense grace and his gratuitous forgiveness.”

That’s how Pope Francis, a few years ago, addressed the Curia, his church leaders, 
before warning them of certain spiritual dangers leaders face.

One of the dangers he named was “the sickness of the mournful face” or believing 
that to be serious they must exhibit a melancholy or severe face and treat others 
with rigidity, harshness, and arrogance.

“In reality,” he said, “theatrical severity and sterile pessimism are often symptoms 
of fear and of one’s own insecurity.” Instead, each person must force himself or 
herself “to be a courteous, serene, enthusiastic and joyful person who transmits joy 
wherever he is. A heart full of God is a happy heart that radiates and infects with 
joy all those around him: it is seen immediately!” 

Then Francis suggested that we remember the prayer of Thomas More: “Lord, 
give me a good digestion and also something to digest. Give me health of body 
and the good humor necessary to maintain it. Give me, Lord, a simple soul that is 
able to make a treasure of all that is good and is not astonished in view of evil but 
rather always finds the way to put things back in place. Give me a soul that knows 
not boredom, grumbling, sighs, laments, and do not permit me to trouble myself 
with that very cumbersome thing called ‘I.’ Give me, Lord a sense of good humor. 
Grant me the grace to understand a joke, to discover in life a bit of joy, and to 
make others part of it. Amen.” “I pray it every day,” Francis said. “It does me much 
good.” 

The joy of Christmas is an everyday reality. To remind me of that wisdom is one of 
the reasons I sign each of my emails with the complimentary close: 

Grace, strength, and joy, 
Marshall Shelley.

Briana Bailey, MDiv 
Alumna

“THEREFORE, SINCE WE HAVE A GREAT HIGH PRIEST WHO HAS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, 

JESUS THE SON OF GOD, LET US HOLD FIRMLY TO THE FAITH WE PROFESS. 

FOR WE DO NOT HAVE A HIGH PRIEST WHO IS UNABLE TO EMPATHIZE WITH OUR WEAKNESSES, 

BUT WE HAVE ONE WHO HAS BEEN TEMPTED IN EVERY WAY, JUST AS WE ARE—YET HE DID NOT SIN. 

LET US THEN APPROACH GOD’S THRONE OF GRACE WITH CONFIDENCE, 

SO THAT WE MAY RECEIVE MERCY AND FIND GRACE TO HELP US IN OUR TIME OF NEED.” 

- HEBREWS 4:14-16

"AS SOON AS THE SOUND OF YOUR GREETING REACHED MY EARS, 

THE BABY IN MY WOMB LEAPED FOR JOY. 

BLESSED IS SHE WHO HAS BELIEVED THAT THE LORD WOULD FULFILL HIS PROMISES TO HER!.

- LUKE 1:44-45
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Perpetual Christmas

Debra Anderson, MA
Mentoring Director

“FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN, TO US A SON IS GIVEN, 

AND THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE ON HIS SHOULDERS. 

AND HE WILL BE CALLED WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD, 

EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.” 

- ISAIAH 9:6

The prophecy of Isaiah tells us about a child, a son, a baby who will bring 
wonder, might, and peace. What an interesting turn for Isaiah to then call that 

child, “Father.” To call a king “father” in Isaiah’s day—likely eighth century B.C.—
was not unheard of, but it was rare. If a king called himself a father, it was a levied 
title rather than a loved one, a self-painted boasting he imposed over his people. 
Isaiah turns this title around. The Everlasting Father is a gift to all, perpetually 
offering wise help, might, and wholeness.

Everlasting Father is a beautiful name to meditate on in this season of temporary 
pleasures. The Advent season lasts for just a few short weeks, and much of our 
celebration relies on vanishing amusements: wrapping paper delights for just one 
use, Christmas dinner is devoured in 20 minutes, and toy batteries die after a 
rush of excited use. We then carry off the mementos, clean up the mess, and leave 
another Christmas behind us.

What might it take to shift our focus from temporary trappings to eternity? God 
helps us with this, for Ecclesiastes 3:11 tells us, “He has made everything beautiful 
in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom 
what God has done from beginning to end.” Our Everlasting Father has put 
something into our hearts which yearns for Him and keeps us closely knit to our 
Creator, longing to understand what He has done and is doing. The Everlasting 
Father is the One we reach toward over and over seeking counsel, power, and 
peace. He has made us for this ongoing relationship, and He doesn’t leave it 
behind.

As God’s children, we share in eternity. We have the capacity to reflect beyond 
our days. Are we too hounded with hurry to do so? The celebration of Christmas 
will begin and end, but God is with us perpetually. Christmas doesn’t just end our 
waiting; it begins our living—life with God for those who believe. How will the 
Everlasting Father dwell with you long after the celebration has ended? 

13December

“BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO THEM, ‘DO NOT BE AFRAID. I BRING YOU 

GOOD NEWS THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT JOY FOR ALL THE PEOPLE. 

TODAY IN THE TOWN OF DAVID A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU; 

HE IS CHRIST THE LORD’” 

- LUKE 2:10-11
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Joy to the World

Eddie Broussard, MA
Board Member

As the familiar sights and sounds of Christmas welcome us again to this merry 
season, they may too easily shroud the greatest joy the world has ever known. 

The giving and receiving of gifts certainly give us joy, but the Gospel of Luke points 
us to the greatest joy the world has ever known. Luke writes, “But the angel said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord’” (Luke 2:10–11).

This unique joy comes from the good news that a long-anticipated King has been 
born. Luke uses the word euangelidzō, which would have evoked intrigue and 
fascination to readers familiar with the culture of the Greco-Roman world of the 
first century. This word, meaning “to announce good news,” was used to describe the 
good news that accompanied the reign of Caesar Augustus who was thought to be 
the “savior” that would bring peace for all.

Luke chooses the word joy to describe the birth of Jesus! Jesus was born a King, but 
of a whole other order. His kingdom is not earthly or limited with a beginning and 
end, as was the Roman Caesars. His kingdom is everlasting, and His kingship is all 
powerful. Jesus is King of all, and He, with the Father and Spirit, rules forever. He is 
the Savior of the world. He alone saves people from the consequence of their sin—
eternal death—and gives them entrance into the eternal, unshakeable, and glorious 
kingdom.

If joy is defined as “the emotion evoked by well-being, success, or good fortune or 
by the prospect of possessing what one desires,” the greatest joy would come from 
receiving a gift that gives the greatest sense of well-being, success, and good fortune, 
one that gives us what our hearts most deeply long for. The greatest treasures we 
will find in this age and the next will be in intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father, and the Spirit in their eternal kingdom! This is the gift Christmas 
brings to us. Receive the gift and open it! Joy to the world!

Debra Anderson, MA
Mentoring Director

“FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN, TO US A SON IS GIVEN, 

AND THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE ON HIS SHOULDERS. 

AND HE WILL BE CALLED WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD, 

EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.” 

- ISAIAH 9:6
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“BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO THEM, ‘DO NOT BE AFRAID. I BRING YOU 

GOOD NEWS THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT JOY FOR ALL THE PEOPLE. 

TODAY IN THE TOWN OF DAVID A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU; 

HE IS CHRIST THE LORD’” 

- LUKE 2:10-11
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A Refreshing Kingdom

Patty Pell, MA
Director of Justice and Mission Program

When there is a significant and life-changing discovery or event in our world 
today, the first people to know about it are usually those in power and 

leadership. If a new medical procedure or vaccine is developed, the people holding 
high positions in the health care industry and in the government are first to be “in 
the know.” Likewise, if there is good news in international affairs—for example, a 
cease-fire or a peace treaty—the people in power hear the announcement first. This 
is how we expect things to work, but the kingdom of God is different. We glimpse 
the difference in the birth narrative of Jesus.

A king was born, a child who would grow up to bless all the nations and establish a 
kingdom forever, and who heard about this incredible news first? Not the powerful 
rulers, nor the religious leaders of the day, but a group of socially marginalized, 
economically struggling, working-class people: shepherds. When King Jesus was 
born, the angels of heaven came singing and praising God to announce the most 
historically significant event that had ever happened, appearing first to a group of 
shepherds working the night shift in the pastures. The angels proclaimed that the 
birth of this child was good news for all people, confirmed by the fact that they 
gave this announcement to those without influence or power.

The birth story of our Lord Jesus is evidence that the kingdom of heaven does 
not function according to the rules of the world. The details of the story show the 
upside-down nature of the kingdom. The rich, the powerful, and the “important” 
are not more valuable or more deserving than those who struggle, suffer, and are 
invisible to the world. This seismic news was delivered first to the lowly. When 
the God of heaven and earth chose to take on flesh and dwell among His people 
to bring salvation to all, the news of this event was first proclaimed in a field at 
night to people without influence, wealth, or worldly significance. How gloriously 
refreshing!

“AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS LIVING OUT IN THE FIELDS NEARBY, 

KEEPING WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCKS AT NIGHT. AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 

APPEARED TO THEM, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHONE AROUND THEM, 

AND THEY WERE TERRIFIED. BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO THEM, ‘DO NOT BE AFRAID. 

I BRING YOU GOOD NEWS THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT JOY FOR ALL THE PEOPLE. 

TODAY IN THE TOWN OF DAVID A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU; HE IS THE MESSIAH, THE LORD. 

THIS WILL BE A SIGN TO YOU: YOU WILL FIND A BABY WRAPPED IN CLOTHS AND LYING IN A MANGER.’” 

- LUKE 2:8-12
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“FATHER, IF YOU ARE WILLING, TAKE THIS CUP FROM ME; 

YET NOT MY WILL, BUT YOURS BE DONE.” 

- LUKE 22:42
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The Prayer Coin

Elisa Morgan, MDiv
Alumna and Board Member 

Patty Pell, MA
Director of Justice and Mission Program

“AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS LIVING OUT IN THE FIELDS NEARBY, 

KEEPING WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCKS AT NIGHT. AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 

APPEARED TO THEM, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHONE AROUND THEM, 

AND THEY WERE TERRIFIED. BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO THEM, ‘DO NOT BE AFRAID. 

I BRING YOU GOOD NEWS THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT JOY FOR ALL THE PEOPLE. 

TODAY IN THE TOWN OF DAVID A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU; HE IS THE MESSIAH, THE LORD. 

THIS WILL BE A SIGN TO YOU: YOU WILL FIND A BABY WRAPPED IN CLOTHS AND LYING IN A MANGER.’” 

- LUKE 2:8-12
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As a child, during the weeks before Christmas, I’d overturn my piggy bank and 
dump out my savings, carefully calculating my gift-giving budget. Grabbing 

up the quarters, I’d stare at the face of George Washington before turning the coin 
over to consider the American bald eagle. Holding a nickel, I’d check out Thomas 
Jefferson and flip it over to his amazing home, Monticello. My coinage usually 
totaled under five dollars. I wondered how I’d ever stretch the coins to cover 
presents for each member of my small, single-mom-led family.

Like a coin, prayer possesses two sides. The night before Jesus went to die on a 
cross, He prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup, yet not my will but 
yours be done” (Luke 22:42). When Jesus said, “Take this cup,” He prayed the 
honest side of the prayer. He revealed His own desire: “This is what I want.” Then 
Jesus turned the coin, praying, “Not my will,” the side of abandon. Abandon is 
saying to God, “But what do you want, God?”

Jesus’ prayer is included in Matthew 26, Mark 14, and Luke 22, and it is 
mentioned in John 18. “Take this cup.” “Not my will.” Two sides of Jesus. Two 
sides of prayer. The prayer coin.

I remember my heart beating a bit faster when I paused to take in this realization. 
What might we learn if we prayed both sides of prayer—honesty and abandon—
like Jesus? This prayer is quoted more than any other prayer in the Bible. Yet I had 
to ask myself, Have I ever prayed it? For myself? For those I love? Have you? 

What might happen in our lives this Christmas and into the next year if we spent 
prayer like a coin, following after the example of Jesus, who spent everything to 
provide the ultimate gift of intimacy with our loving God? As a child, my meager 
piggy bank savings limited me. But God’s lavish gift of Jesus makes it possible for 
us to enjoy ongoing, never-ending, abundant intimacy with him—every day of the 
year.

“FATHER, IF YOU ARE WILLING, TAKE THIS CUP FROM ME; 

YET NOT MY WILL, BUT YOURS BE DONE.” 

- LUKE 22:42
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"I HAVE LEARNED TO BE CONTENT WHATEVER THE CIRCUMSTANCES."

- PHILIPPIANS 4:11

Good News, 
Good Cheer, and Repentance

Kathleen Mulhern, PhD
Alumna and Associate Faculty of Christian Formation

“JOHN THE BAPTIST WENT INTO ALL THE REGION AROUND THE JORDAN, 

PREACHING A BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.” 

- LUKE 3:3

In the liturgical community, Advent always includes an element of repentance as 
the central way to prepare for the birth of our Lord. For that, people often turn 

in the Scriptures to John the Baptist, who always seems rather jarring to listen to 
amidst the sweet talk of a newborn babe and the lilt of cheery carols and festivities 
of the season. John the Baptist was not a jolly sort.

Yet the Gospels tell us that the call to repentance is the beginning of the good 
news. God has acted conclusively in our world by sending the Savior, and the 
appropriate response is to repent. That message doesn’t play terribly well in our 
world. It doesn’t even have much credence in our churches. The call to repent 
reminds us that we are sinners, and that’s a curmudgeonly message during a 
holiday season that conspires to push us toward overindulgence and consumerism. 
After all, only the Scrooges of our world need to repent, right? 

Yet the good news about sin from a biblical perspective is that it’s never just about 
breaking a law or violating a moral code; sin is always about a relationship. When 
we recognize that we are sinners, we, like the prodigal son, say, “Oh! We’re far away 
and lost. But, oh! We belong somewhere—home—and to someone—our Father.” 
Like the prodigal, when we say we’re sinners, we come to our senses.

Good news! God wants you to come home. That’s a message that both Scrooge 
and Tiny Tim need to hear, for they are both beloved.
 
Repentance is the pathway to joy. It is our Advent road, a journey that culminates 
in the exquisite good cheer of recognizing that God has done all and that our job is 
to turn and be healed. Our Lord—the One who forgives all our sins, who heals all 
our diseases, who redeems our lives from the pit, who crowns us with steadfast love 
and mercy, who satisfies us with good—has come, is coming, and will come again. 
When we turn to welcome Him, His light and life illuminate our hearts, banish 
the shadows in our souls, and draw us into the loving embrace of God.
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"I HAVE LEARNED TO BE CONTENT WHATEVER THE CIRCUMSTANCES."

- PHILIPPIANS 4:11

Jabez, Jesus, and January
Craig L. Blomberg, PhD

Distinguished Professor of New Testament

The Gospel of Matthew starts with a genealogy to show that Jesus had all the 
ancestral credentials to be the Messiah. But it also shows that He would be a 

liberator not just for Jews but for all people.

However, the longest genealogical section of Scripture by far is 1 Chronicle 1-9. First 
and Second Chronicles present a particularly positive take on David, his descendants, 
and the southern kingdom of Judah during the period of the divided kingdom.

At the turn of the millennium, one small passage in the genealogies in 1 Chronicles 
1–9 commanded huge attention due to a best-selling book called The Prayer of Jabez, 
by Bruce Wilkinson. In 4:9–10, one of the descendants of Judah, the tribe from 
which Messiah would come, prayed for and received territory that God blessed and 
enlarged. He asked for and was granted protection from harm and freedom from 
pain.

The Prayer of Jabez encouraged modern Christians to make similar requests from 
God, expecting to receive them. But there is nothing prescriptive in these verses in 
Chronicles; they are merely descriptive. There is nothing wrong with praying for 
property, protection, and prosperity. There are many things wrong, however, with 
assuming one knows that those things are God’s will for one’s life or for anyone else’s. 
They may or may not be.

During the Christmas season, we look forward to celebrations, often with family, 
surrounding the birth of Jesus. It can be a very happy time, though not necessarily—
especially when families are broken in some fashion. Almost everyone heads into 
January, however, experiencing some doldrums after the holidays, especially if the 
weather is bleak.

Jesus’ life was a far cry from Jabez’s. He did not experience financial prosperity. His 
property was not enlarged. In fact, whatever He might have inherited He left behind 
for an itinerant ministry. His life, especially toward the end, was scarcely protected 
from harm. The agony of the crucifixion was unspeakable.

Sometimes God grants us great earthly blessings and comfort; other times not. 
Whether Christmastime is especially happy for you or not, chances are you’ll have 
some January doldrums. That’s when we need Jesus’ experiences to encourage us far 
more than Jabez’s.

Kathleen Mulhern, PhD
Alumna and Associate Faculty of Christian Formation

“JOHN THE BAPTIST WENT INTO ALL THE REGION AROUND THE JORDAN, 

PREACHING A BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.” 

- LUKE 3:3
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Traditions Saturated with Love

Lindsey Medenwaldt, 
Current Student, Master of Arts in Apologetics and Ethics

What’s your favorite holiday tradition? While preparing to write this 
devotional, I asked my seven-and-a-half-year-old daughter, Thalia, this 

question, and she said presents (of course!) and building gingerbread houses with 
her grandma. Our whole family looks forward to the gingerbread houses. We enjoy 
them so much, in fact, that we built gingerbread houses with grandma when we 
visited her this summer. Each house is built with different frosting, candy, and 
design. All are built with care and love.
 
My favorite holiday tradition, Thanksgiving dinner, is not typically considered 
Christmas-related, but it gets me in the right mindset for the Advent season. For 
the past few years, we’ve hosted a Thanksgiving meal for seminary residents who 
stay on campus during the holiday. That means we host dinner for nearly 70 
people! Each year we come together and celebrate as a community. Some bring 
turkey, some bring pie, and all bring love.

Isn’t that the point of all these traditions? No matter where you’re from or whom 
you spend the season with, each tradition is rooted in love—for each other, and 
ultimately, for our Savior. After all, Christ came to us because of the Father’s love 
for us (1 John 4:9).

So instead of getting wrapped up (literally and figuratively) in our holiday 
traditions this year, let’s take some time to reflect on the reason we celebrate. Why 
are we here? What hope can we offer the world because of the hope our Father has 
given to us? It isn’t about gingerbread houses, presents, or turkey; it’s about truth, 
hope, and love. There is hope within us, and it is our duty to share that hope with 
others (1 Pet. 3:15).

“AT ONE TIME WE TOO, WERE FOOLISH, DISOBEDIENT, DECEIVED, AND ENSLAVED BY 

ALL KINDS OF PASSIONS AND PLEASURES. WE LIVED IN MALICE AND ENVY, 

BEING HATED AND HATING ONE ANOTHER. BUT WHEN THE KINDNESS AND LOVE OF GOD OUR SAVIOR 

APPEARED, HE SAVED US, NOT BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUS THINGS WE HAD DONE, BUT BECAUSE OF HIS MERCY. 

HE SAVED US THROUGH THE WASHING OF REBIRTH AND RENEWAL BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

WHOM HE POURED OUT ON US GENEROUSLY THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOR, SO THAT, 

HAVING BEEN JUSTIFIED BY HIS GRACE, WE MIGHT BECOME HEIRS HAVING THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE.” 

- TITUS 3:3-7
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Dan Steiner, ThM
Mentoring Director

“BUT MARY TREASURED UP ALL THESE THINGS AND PONDERED THEM IN HER HEART.” 

- LUKE 2:19
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Lindsey Medenwaldt, 
Current Student, Master of Arts in Apologetics and Ethics

“AT ONE TIME WE TOO, WERE FOOLISH, DISOBEDIENT, DECEIVED, AND ENSLAVED BY 

ALL KINDS OF PASSIONS AND PLEASURES. WE LIVED IN MALICE AND ENVY, 

BEING HATED AND HATING ONE ANOTHER. BUT WHEN THE KINDNESS AND LOVE OF GOD OUR SAVIOR 

APPEARED, HE SAVED US, NOT BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUS THINGS WE HAD DONE, BUT BECAUSE OF HIS MERCY. 

HE SAVED US THROUGH THE WASHING OF REBIRTH AND RENEWAL BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

WHOM HE POURED OUT ON US GENEROUSLY THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOR, SO THAT, 

HAVING BEEN JUSTIFIED BY HIS GRACE, WE MIGHT BECOME HEIRS HAVING THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE.” 

- TITUS 3:3-7
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Dan Steiner, ThM
Mentoring Director

Pausing and Pondering

A lot had happened in the previous nine months. It all began back in Nazareth 
with an intrusive announcement from an angel and culminated in Bethlehem 

with shepherds running into the night to tell others about the birth of her baby. 
The previous day had been a whirlwind, and now that the dust was finally settling, 
Mary was left to her own thoughts. In that moment, she did what anyone should 
do in a situation such as this: she paused and she pondered. 

Mary probably had a stronger sense than anyone about what was actually taking 
place, and if anyone was entitled to worry about what would come next, she was 
that person. She sifted through all manner of thoughts in her heart: the questions 
that confronted her, the blessings to rejoice over, the concerns that lurked at the 
edge of her conscious, and the musings regarding what was next. Yet rather than 
plan or fix or worry or doubt, she paused and she pondered.

Advent is a time of joy and celebration, but it can also be a time of doubt and 
uncertainty. During a season marked by the distractions of coming and going, 
gathering and celebrating, and shopping and wrapping, what role should pausing 
and pondering have in your life? Like Mary we have varied thoughts that need to 
be sifted, pondered, and given space in our mind and heart. While the temptation 
to scurry from one activity to the next is ever before us, perhaps what we need 
most is the inactivity of pausing and pondering.

Ships don’t accidentally drift into the safety of a port; they tend to drift out to 
sea. In the same way, it is unlikely you will accidentally find yourself pausing 
and pondering. Reflection takes a good deal of intentionality in this age of noise, 
busyness, and social media. Don’t wait until after Christmas to reflect. Take 
some time today to pause and ponder the circumstances of your life and how the 
coming of a baby 2,000 years ago can help give those thoughts perspective and 
place within God’s redemptive story.
 

“BUT MARY TREASURED UP ALL THESE THINGS AND PONDERED THEM IN HER HEART.” 

- LUKE 2:19



26

22

"FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN, TO US A SON IS GIVEN."

- ISAIAH 9:6

Rejoicing in Life' s Detours
Alicia Duprée, MDiv, MA

Alumna

“’I AM THE LORD’S SERVANT,’ MARY ANSWERED. ‘MAY YOUR WORD TO ME BE FULFILLED.’” 

- LUKE 1:38

Life rarely turns out the way we expect. Yet we spend much of it being 
disappointed when life does not go according to our plans. I have long been 

an obsessive planner, fixating on contingencies for my contingencies. But over the 
last 14 years, I have learned that God might have a different trajectory in mind for 
my life than I do. I have also discovered that what feels like a painful, unplanned 
detour can grow to become an incredible blessing. 

After college I sustained injuries during my time in the Army. Consequently I 
was medically retired in 2007, and I have lived with chronic pain and fatigue ever 
since. When it first hit me that life as I knew it had changed forever, I felt like 
my life was over. But over time I gave my disappointment and anger to God and 
asked Him to work through my new circumstances. As a result, I began to grow 
exponentially in my walk with Christ and started seeing God work in my life in 
startling new ways. I even began to find joy in the life I never would have chosen 
for myself.

I aspire to Mary’s quiet and confident response to the angel’s stunning news that 
she would bear the Savior (Luke 1:28–38). She simply concluded, “I am the Lord’s 
servant. … May your word to me be fulfilled,” despite the fact that she had no 
husband, no money, and no status. In today’s culture, it is easy to overlook the 
fact that pregnancy out of wedlock meant ruination for a woman’s reputation and, 
therefore, her life.

Yet Mary not only faithfully accepted God’s shocking plans for her life, but just 
a few verses later she went even further to deliver a beautiful hymn praising God 
for how He had taken care of her and His people (vv. 46–55). Mary not only 
submitted to God’s radical detour for her life—one that could have cost her 
everything by the world’s standards—she rejoiced in it (v. 47)!

Take a moment to ask yourself this question today: What detour has God 
permitted in my life that I could seek to not only accept, but also in which I could 
rejoice?
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"FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN, TO US A SON IS GIVEN."

- ISAIAH 9:6

The Gift of the Child
Richard S. Hess, PhD

Distinguished Professor of Old Testament

“For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given, 
 and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace 
 there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne 
 and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it 
 with justice and righteousness 
 from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
 will accomplish this.”
 - Isaiah 9:6–7 

The gift of children is a special one. It began with the births of the first children 
in Genesis and continues right up to the present. The child celebrated at 

Christmas, however, is more than the birth of so many others. We rightly speak 
of the gift of life, but for this child, that gift was more than what may come from 
a human father and mother. The child born at Christmas brought into the world 
both the divine life of Father God and the human life of Mary His mother. Given 
the terrible effects of sin on the human race, bringing all sorts of tragedy and 
destruction, only a reception of divine life from God could reverse this downward 
trend. Only the life that the baby Jesus brought into the human race could provide 
a way out of the pit and destruction of what sin had done.

When we look at the titles of verse 9, we see first of all “Wonderful Counselor.” 
This is a great promise of One who will solve so many of the problems we face. 
The epithet “Mighty God” is a clear sign of that divine life that Jesus brings to us 
through His birth, death, and resurrection. This sets Him apart from any other 
king or person of any kind. “Everlasting Father” compounds that sense of deity, 
although the expression is more ambiguous than “Mighty God.” “Prince of Peace” 
is an expression that comes at the end. Shalom, with the sense of wellbeing and 
wholeness, provides a climax and conclusion to this praise of the One born at 
Christmas. He restores what we lost in our hearts and will one day fully restore it 
in this world. 

Alicia Duprée, MDiv, MA
Alumna

“’I AM THE LORD’S SERVANT,’ MARY ANSWERED. ‘MAY YOUR WORD TO ME BE FULFILLED.’” 

- LUKE 1:38
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New Growth from Dead Wood
Linda Foote Brown, MA

Adjunct Professor of Old Testament and Board Member

“A SHOOT WILL COME UP FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE; 

FROM HIS ROOTS A BRANCH WILL BEAR FRUIT. THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WILL 

REST ON HIM—THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND OF UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND OF MIGHT, 

THE SPIRIT OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND FEAR OF THE LORD—AND HE WILL DELIGHT IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD.” 

- ISAIAH 11:1-3

"BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO HER, 'DO NOT BE AFRAID, MARY; YOU HAVE FOUND FAVOR WITH GOD. 

YOU WILL CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND YOU ARE TO CALL HIM JESUS. 

HE WILL BE GREAT AND WILL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH. 

THE LORD GOD WILL GIVE HIM THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVID, 

AND HE WILL REIGN OVER JACOB’S DESCENDANTS FOREVER; HIS KINGDOM WILL NEVER END.'”

- LUKE 1:30-33

Several weeks back, my husband, Steve, and I packed up our tiny “teardrop” 
trailer and headed west to Arches National Park in Utah. Being empty nesters 

and free for adventures, we like to experience and enjoy God’s beauty in our 
national parks. Steve tends to focus on the “big things” on our adventures, like 
the majestic arch and rock formations, while I, being a gardener, am more drawn 
towards flora and fauna.

While hiking in the hot sun (102 degrees Fahrenheit!), a juniper tree captured my 
imagination. Its gnarled and twisted trunk appeared to be dead for the first three 
feet of growth. Additional thick branches curled out from the main trunk, and 
they too appeared to be dead. Several shoots however proved surprising when I 
looked closer. New growth was evident.

I came to learn that the Utah Juniper, adapts in order to survive in a harsh desert 
climate. It begins shutting down its internal water supply to older wood in order 
to conserve water and foster new growth. So while the Utah Juniper often looks 
dead and scraggly, it can live up to several hundred years, always with new growth 
sprouting from a seemingly dead trunk. The hope of new life is found in the tips 
of these trees, being fed from the root stock.

The prophet Isaiah prophesies of a similar anomaly: “A shoot will come up from 
the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit” (Isa. 11:1).

Isaiah is speaking to a people under God’s judgment, by way of invasion by the 
Assyrian army. The Branch he mentions will grow out of the dead wood of both a 
failed community and its leadership. Out of dead wood will come new life that is 
actually from the root stock of Jesse, the father of David. God’s promises to David 
will not be thwarted (2 Sam. 7). From his dynasty will ultimately come Jesus the 
Messiah (Hebrew for “Anointed One”), the awaited hope. Those in the midst of 
death are given a promise of life.

When I remember the Utah Juniper, I am reminded of God’s faithful promises 
to His people. Though our world is often reminiscent of death—with school 
shootings, natural disasters, broken relationships, and political strife—we celebrate 
hope in new life in the form of a baby this Advent and always.
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Present at the Birth

Lynn H. Cohick, PhD 
Provost and Dean

The story of Mary invites us to ponder God’s workings, even as Mary herself 
pondered all that happened to her and around her. Mary was a mother, a 

prophet, and a model disciple. Luke’s gospel tells of the angel Gabriel coming to 
Mary with great news: she was highly favored by God and would bear a Son, who 
would redeem Israel.

Luke develops Mary’s character as a prophet. Several points bear this out. First, 
in response to Gabriel’s message, Mary identified herself as God’s slave (doulos) 
(Luke 1:38). This is a very familiar self-designation used by disciples and apostles. 
Second, her prophetic role takes form in her Magnificat; she announced God’s 
judgment upon those who abuse their wealth and power and highlighted His 
vindication of the poor and needy. Mary testified to the widespread Jewish belief 
that the Messiah would establish the Davidic kingdom. She did not understand 
all that God was doing with the birth of her baby, but she thought she knew more 
than it turns out she actually did. (How often in our own lives do we think we 
know exactly where God is going with this or that, only to be brought up short?) 
This confidence in her own clarity about God’s plan was shaken as Jesus began His 
ministry. Mary failed to grasp what He was doing. 

John writes about Jesus turning water to wine, at the apparent instigation of His 
mother (John 2). Mary showed great courage, even a willingness to be understood 
as a disciple—“woman,” rather than “mother.” But as the months stretched on and 
no messianic kingdom appeared, she began to lose her nerve and fears or concerns 
about social honor surfaced (Mark 3). Mary stood with the beloved disciple near 
the cross as her Son took His last breaths. Jesus identified Mary as a disciple, 
“woman,” as one who had pondered the teachings and deeds of her Son—no, of 
her Messiah—even to His final hour (John 19:25–27). Then in Acts 1:14, we find 
her with those believers and apostles who diligently prayed together as they waited 
for God’s next act: Pentecost.

Mary participated in the birth of Jesus and in the birth of the church. She 
knew the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit in her conceiving of Jesus, and she 
experienced the indwelling fire of the Holy Spirit as the church burst into being.

Linda Foote Brown, MA
Adjunct Professor of Old Testament and Board Member

“A SHOOT WILL COME UP FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE; 

FROM HIS ROOTS A BRANCH WILL BEAR FRUIT. THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WILL 

REST ON HIM—THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND OF UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND OF MIGHT, 

THE SPIRIT OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND FEAR OF THE LORD—AND HE WILL DELIGHT IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD.” 

- ISAIAH 11:1-3

"BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO HER, 'DO NOT BE AFRAID, MARY; YOU HAVE FOUND FAVOR WITH GOD. 

YOU WILL CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND YOU ARE TO CALL HIM JESUS. 

HE WILL BE GREAT AND WILL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH. 

THE LORD GOD WILL GIVE HIM THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVID, 

AND HE WILL REIGN OVER JACOB’S DESCENDANTS FOREVER; HIS KINGDOM WILL NEVER END.'”

- LUKE 1:30-33
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“IN HIM WAS LIFE, AND THAT LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF ALL MANKIND. 

THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS HAS NOT OVERCOME IT. 

- JOHN 1:4-5

Mark Young, PhD
 President

Let There Be Light

I’m a scaredy-cat in the dark. Many of us are. In darkness a place as familiar as
our own home loses its sense of security. Sounds are magnified. Shapes and

shadows replace the sharp contours of the objects around us. And our imaginations
run wild. Darkness breeds fear. As Yann Martel puts it in his book Life of Pi, fear
is “a wordless darkness.”

God’s very first words in the book of Genesis are, “Let there be light” (1:3).
They are spoken over a lifeless void smothered in darkness. There can be no life
without light. So God speaks light into existence and the possibility of life emerges
from that dark, lifeless chaos. Throughout the Old Testament darkness is used
metaphorically for evil and death. Light, on the other hand, represents goodness
and life.

The birth of Jesus Christ is God saying once again, “Let there be light.” Jesus enters
into a lifeless spiritual darkness and brings life and light. The Apostle John put it
this way: "In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it" (John 1:4–5). Darkness
flees before light and cannot extinguish it. In the birth of Jesus, death and evil flee
from His life-giving presence, and they cannot stop His life-giving mission.

Light makes it possible to see what’s real while darkness distorts and deceives.
Light makes it possible to know the truth and to embrace it while darkness masks
the truth and keeps us from finding our way. When Jesus came into the world, He
made God known to us so that we can embrace Him and find our way into His
family (John 1:9–12). That’s why the One who said, “I am the light of the world”
is "the way and the truth and the life" through whom we may come to the Father.

Each morning as the dawn breaks and the sun’s light pushes back the darkness
of night, we are given a vivid reminder of the coming of the Son of God into
a spiritually dark and lifeless void. This Christmas morning, and perhaps every
morning, let’s begin the day with the simple refrain, “Let there be light.” And let’s
remember the One who is the “light of the world.”
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“IN HIM WAS LIFE, AND THAT LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF ALL MANKIND. 

THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS HAS NOT OVERCOME IT. 

- JOHN 1:4-5

Mark Young, PhD
 President We trust that these Advent 

devotionals have enriched 
your celebration of the  

birth of our Savior.  

May you be filled with 
joy and gratitude this 

Christmas!

And the entire  
Denver Seminary Family


