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iNSiDE:
“For last year’s words belong to last 

year’s language And next year’s words 
await another voice.” 

― T.S. Eliot

Weekend Weather
via noaa.gov

Friday

Saturday

Sunday
Hi 12° Low 2°Mostly sunny

Happy 
New Year

Hi 14° Low 7°30% Chance Snow

Hi 18° Low 3°30% Chance Snow

Happy 
New Year

By Douglas Cunningham

The details are eerily simi-
lar: A passenger train hurtling 
along at 80 miles an hour, 
maybe faster. It goes into a 
curve rated for 30 mp, it de-
rails, and passengers die. That 
was the situation in December 
2013, when the Metro-North 
train carrying Philipstown’s 
James Lovell was speeding 
at 82 miles an hour going into 
a 30-mph curve at Spuyten 
Duyvil, one of the sharpest 
on the Hudson line. Lovell 
and three others died in the 
derailment.

And it was the situation last 

Monday morning, when an 
Amtrak train out of Seattle 
and bound for Portland, Or-
egon, went into a curve rated 
for 30 mph over Interstate 5. 
It was going 80 mph when it 
derailed; at least three people 
died as rail cars careened into 
the woods or onto the highway 
below. Some 100 were injured.

And, as before, “positive 
train control,” a technology 
that matches geography, track 
conditions, other train traffic 
and the train’s speed, could 
have alerted the engineer, or 
even overridden the controls 
if he did not respond. But 
Metro-North did not have 

PTC in 2013, and that section 
of Amtrak track didn’t have it 
operational last Monday. The 
deaths that resulted didn’t 
have to happen, lawmak-
ers said. Rep. Sean Patrick 
Maloney of Cold Spring has 
advocated extensively for 
PTC, both in 2013 and in the 
years since.

“My heart goes out to the 
victims of the crash and their 
friends and families,” Malo-
ney said Tuesday. “Many of 
us in New York understand 
all too well what it’s like to 
lose someone in a derailment. 
We don’t have all the facts 

‘Positive Train Control’ Could 
Have Prevented Accident
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‘Positive train control’ could override the engineer in cases where a train is speeding 
into a curve, potentially saving lives. A Metro-North train on the Hudson line is shown 
here Tuesday in Cold Spring.

By EriC gross

Each of Putnam’s 45 ser-
vices stations and conve-
nience stores selling gasoline 
from Cold Spring to Carmel 
has been visited at least once 
this year by John Lee, Put-
nam’s Inspector of Weights 
and Measures.

Lee uses intricate equip-
ment that measures five gal-
lon test drafts based on cubic 
inches.

Last Tuesday during a visit 
to a service station in Kent 

off I-84, less than a mile 
from the Dutchess County 
line, Lee explained “f ive 
gallons of gasoline contains 
1,155 cubic inches. A mini-
mum of 1,149 inches must 
be pumped.”

Lee calibrated the findings 
and discovered the particular 
pump was pumping two to 
three cubic inches more than 
indicated at the pump: “The 
stat ion is actually giving 
away a minimum amount of 
fuel on this 89 octane pump.”

Gas Pumps Inspected For Accuracy
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Mike Budzienski checks the interior of a pump in search of 
illegal scamming devices.

(See gas on Page 6) (See train on Page 6)

By EriC gross

Christmas arrived a few 
days early for two Putnam 
lake communities, but of-
f icia ls  in both Kent  and 
Patterson were joyous nev-
ertheless.

On Friday, Governor An-
drew Cuomo unveiled his 
draft 2018 State of the State 
that will implement a $65 
million four point initiative 
to combat har mful algae 
blooms that th reaten the 
recreat ional use of lakes 
important to both tourism 
as well as sources of drink-
ing water.

Three of the lakes chosen 
as “priority water bodies” 
because they represent a 
wide range of conditions and 
vulnerabilities include Lake 
Carmel, Palmer Lake in the 
Hill and Dale Country Club 
and Putnam Lake.

The state will now provide 
$500,000 per lake to develop 
an immediate action plan in 
order to reduce sources of 
pollution that spark algae 

blooms. New York will also 
provide grant funding to 
implement the action plans 
including monitoring and 
treatment technologies.

At an Albany news con-
ference, Cuomo called pro-
tecting water quality a “top 
priority. Through these ac-
tions, we are providing direct 
assistance to communities 
ensur ing that their water 
resources remain clear.”

Kent Supervisor Maureen 
Fleming was ecstatic: “This 
is great news for the Town 
of Kent. As the init iat ive 
moves forward, I will keep 
the public informed of the 
progress being made.”

During the last two sum-
mers, Lake Carmel was peri-
odically closed to swimmers 
due to algae blooms believed 
to be caused by run off from 
private septic tanks.

Over the years, both Palm-
er Lake and Putnam Lake 
have also been problematic 
with algae during the sum-
mer months.

Putnam’s Present from Albany

Christmas Behind Bars
By EriC gross

Sheriff Donald Smith spent 
a portion of his Christmas 
behind bars at the Putnam 
Correctional Facility greet-
ing inmates and wishing 
staff a happy holiday.

The annual visit has be-
come a tradition for the sher-
iff since his taking office 16 
years ago.

Monday’s visit was bit-
tersweet since the sheriff 
will be leaving off ice this 
weekend. He bid many of 
the corrections officers and 
staff working on the holiday 
farewell thanking them for 
their service and wishing 
each man and woman well.

Smith called Christmas 
Day a “very special t ime 
of the year. For those as-
signed to work on the sacred 
holiday, it’s important that 
the off icers real ize thei r 
duty is appreciated and for 
those incarcerated we want 
them to become productive 
citizens and not experience 
a life of crime consisting of 
county time, county time, 
state time!”

The sheriff, accompanied 
by Corrections Sgts. A.J. 
Villani and Anthony Tay-
lor, visited each of the 71 
inmates, 64 men and 7 wom-
en, wishing them a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Chanukah 
and a bright future.

Following the 90-minute 
visit, the sheriff said he is 
thankful to the staff of the 
jail for their efforts. Of the 
inmates, he said, “A word of 
encouragement and wishing 
them well goes a long way. 
This is the spirit of Christ-
mas.” A special holiday meal 
was served and on Christmas 
night, the traditional pie and 
ice cream treat was offered. 
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Sheriff Don Smith at the jail Christmas Day.
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Top, Amber Joy and her two children, Courage, 4 and 18 
month old Shalom, partake in the festivities. Bottom, With 
a sign “No One Stands Alone” on display, volunteers serve 
a special holiday meal on Christmas Day in Brewster.

Community 
Comes 
Together on 
Christmas

T h e  t r u e  m e a n i n g  o f 
Christmas was experienced 
Monday in Putnam County 
when Brewster’s First Bap-
tist Church opened its doors 
for a special luncheon.

Pastor  Trav is  Mitchel l 
described the event as the 
“com mu nit y  coming to -
gether. Christmas is about 
serving on Jesus’ birthday. 
We are giving and serving 
the less fortunate, be they 
homeless, alone, lonely, have 
no place to go or just need 
a meal.”

The pastor told the 100 in 
attendance: “Jesus told us to 
go and serve and don’t forget 
about those people who are 
forgotten about.”

Al Anderson of Brewster 
d ressed for the occasion. 
Wearing his Santa outf it , 
Anderson called the holiday 
giving the “real meaning of 
Christmas.”

Pastor Mitchell gave spe-
cial thanks to area restau-
rants for donating a sumptu-
ous meal as well to a small 
army of volunteers who do-
nated their time on Christ-
mas Day.

-- Eric Gross

Putnam residents awak-
ened to a White Christmas 
Monday than ks to a two 
to three inch snowfall that 
blanketed the Hudson Valley.

Author it ies  repor ted a 
qu iet Chr istmas-eve and 
morning allowing Santa to 
make his rounds unimpeded.

Highway crews plowed, 

salted and sanded roads for 
those venturing out-of-doors 
while utility linemen were 
kept busy due to strong wind 
gusts that knocked down 
trees and limbs onto electric 
lines interrupting power for 
thousands of residents of 
eastern Putnam. The county 
seat was plunged into dark-

ness at  mid-day Monday 
inconveniencing scores of 
folks planning Christmas 
dinners and family get-to-
gethers. Sect ions of Ma-
hopac, Patterson, Putnam 
Lake, Southeast , Putnam 
Valley, Lake Carmel and 
Kent were also affected.

--Eric Gross

White Christmas Across Putnam


