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     COVID-19 Phase-In Reopening  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What precautions will be taken when in-person gatherings resume on July 5th? 

 Touchless hand sanitizer dispensers will be situated in the church. Our goal is 
to create a touchless service. 

 Physical Distancing of 6 ft. will be practiced. No hugging, handshakes, etc.   
 Seating will be set up according to 6 ft. physical distancing. Households will be 

able to sit together.  
 Masks will be required to be worn during the entire service. You can bring your 

own mask or FBC will provide you with one when you arrive. 
 After service we will dismiss people by rows, no congregating inside the 

building before or after services. There will be two exits for people to leave 
once the service is finished (one in the front and back of the church). Feel free 
to talk to people outside the building while practicing physical distancing. 

 No worship guides will be handed out. Stay tuned for what’s happening 
through church communication via email and Facebook. 

 Please bring your Bible to church as we will not be providing any chair Bibles. 
 No food or drinks (yes, even coffee) will be provided or allowed to be brought 

into the church. The kitchen will be closed off, with no access. 

With limited seating capacity how can I RSVP for a seat?  

NY is allowing churches to gather at 25% seating capacity which for us is around 50 
people. We know some will not be comfortable with meeting right away and that is 
truly okay or if you are in the vulnerable population you are asked to continue to stay 
at home during this initial regathering phase. Yet if you want to join us then we are 
temporarily asking you to weekly RSVP by email RSVP@brewsterchurch.com or text 
“RSVP” to 8336910277 or call the church at 845.279.2636. Please share your name 
and the number of people coming. This will be a first come first serve basis and if 
need be, a waiting list may be needed. This RSVP will be revised as the seating 
capacity and/or physical distancing restrictions are eased in the future. 

What’s being done to clean the church sanctuary?  

The church is thoroughly cleaned weekly.  Increased cleaning procedures are being 
put in place to ensure door handles and chairs are disinfected.  Use of the touchless 
hand sanitizers will also reduce risk while the church is in use. 
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Why is FBC doing a Phase-in Reopening with all these precautions? Why not 
just wait until things can be done like they were prior to this pandemic?  
 
There is a beauty and strength when you meet together in person. We experienced 
a season where the COVID pandemic led us to hit the pause button on gathering in-
person. Yet there are safe ways to resume meeting together with precautions as we 
listen to what our authorities recommend. 
 
Will I be required to wear a mask throughout the service?  
 
Yes. We know there are differing opinions on this but to honor one another we are 
asking everyone to wear a mask for the short-term. This is only temporary. We want 
to create a safe environment so that people can focus on worship. We know this 
limits one’s ability to sing, so if you are not comfortable then we would invite to join 
us when we reach Phase 3, when masks will be optional.  
 
I’m not comfortable coming to worship once the church reopens. Is this ok? 
How will I stay connected?  
 
Yes! The Lord meets you right where you are, and we will too. We honor your 
decision. Services will still be livestreamed every Sunday. When the time comes that 
you do feel comfortable, we will honor that decision as well.  It is very important 
during this time to extend grace and honor to one another.  
 
The goal is to create a touchless service yet what about the restrooms? Will 
they be available and what about the bathroom door handles?  
 
Yes, restrooms will be available. Bathroom door handles will be wiped clean after 
each use. In addition, there will be some disinfectant wipes for you to use before and 
after you touch the door handle. We will also have one of the greeters remain in the 
back and also wipe the door handles after each person uses the restroom. 
 
How will the Leadership Team know when it’s time to move from phase to 
phase?  
 

The movement from one phase to the next will be determined with much prayer, 
discernment and wise counsel. Depending on data, these phases may move forward 
or backward in the months to come. We can assure you that we will be careful. 
 
What will happen with Children’s Sunday School?   
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We will continue to send online videos during the summer. We will not resume 
Children’s Sunday school or Nursery until children can safely resume going back to 
schools. We anticipate this will be in the Fall.   
 
What’s happening with summer events? 
 
Summer events like VBS, soccer, and our annual church picnic have been 
cancelled. We will evaluate this summer about Fall events. Stay tuned! 
 
When will things go back to normal?  
 
We do not know. We don’t know when a public handshake or a hug will be ok again. 
We understand that uncertainty might be the greatest stressor of all but here is what 
we do know: God of all creation is still in control! Nothing is a surprise to Him, and 
we will trust in the Lord as we seek His face together as a faith family.  
 
How can I give during this time?  
 
There are multiple ways to worship God through giving. You can give online by 
visiting www.brewsterchurch.com/give - you can also TEXT DONATE to 
8336910277 and a link will be sent to you. Or if you come to a worship service there 
will be an offering box/basket to put your check/envelope  (please bring your own 
envelope as church envelopes will not be provided) or you are welcome to mail a 
check to FBC Brewster, 21 Oak Street, Brewster NY 10509.  
 
How can I serve God during this time?  
 
Whether you feel comfortable in resuming in-person gathering there are 
opportunities to volunteer and assist in various ministries as well as in the 
community. Please contact the church for more information.  
 
How can I be praying for the church in the days to come?  
 
Please pray that God would be glorified in all we do. Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead 
and guide us. Pray for the name of Jesus Christ to be lifted high and for the Good 
News of Jesus to spread through our witness together as a church. Pray for God’s 
patience and peace, unity and strength to individuals and families struggling 
emotionally, financially, and mentally due to this pandemic. Pray for endurance of 
the leadership and for protection of this great faith family known as FBC Brewster. 
Pray for an effective vaccine to be readily available sooner rather than later.  
 
If you have any questions or comments please contact the church at 845.279.2636 
or email us at info@brewsterchurch.com. 
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