




50 DAYS
to renew your mind, heart, body, soul and strength.

Let’s do this!



1 THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD
HEBREWS 4:12-13

The Bible indicates that God knows all and 
sees all. 

For some, the thought of such utter and 
unadulterated transparency is freeing. 

But for others, such vulnerability 
is absolutely terrifying in every way 
imaginable.

No matter one’s perspective, this means 
that we are not alone. 

God is not disinterested or disengaged with 
the human experience. Case in point: He 
gave us Jesus; he gave us the Bible.

1.   Is your relationship with the Bible more positive or negative? Why?

2.   What do you think it means that God’s word is “alive and active”?

3.   If you could improve one thing about your spiritual life, what would it be?



2 REDISCOVERING THE BIBLE
NEHEMIAH 8

Have you ever read something so moving, 
so beautiful, that it made you cry?

Here, a group of people are brought tears, 
not of joy but sorrow, as they hear the 
long-forgotten words of God in Scripture 
read before an assembly.

All have gathered to hear, but it does not go 
as they expected. 

They have failed to live up to God’s highest 
hopes and expectations for them.

Now, they have a decision to make.

1.   What passage of the Bible has been most important to you over the years?

2.   What part of your Bible is dusty from neglect and may need re-read?

3.   Here, the people discover an ancient festival of Thanksgiving for the 
       wilderness wanderings. For what “wilderness” in life are you now thankful?



3 THE CHOICE IS YOURS
GENESIS 12:1-10

God consistently resists the urge to force his 
will on us, choosing instead to allow us to 
practice our own free will.

While freeing, this also risks us missing 
out on God’s greatest blessings because 
we choose the lesser path. Here, we see 
a common man in a comfortable living 
situation faced with a life-changing choice.

The problem with such life-changing 
choices, though, is that they never seem  
so life-altering at the time. Instead of 
choosing between great blessings and “less 
than,” we are instead simply choosing 
whether or not to trust and leap.

1.   Have you ever left something behind to follow a dream, a passion, or a person?

2.   If God were to call you toward something today, what do you hope it would be?

3.   In verse 10, Abram encounters a terrible situation that requires a detour.
       What can we do in order to keep moving forward during our own detours?



4 JUST A BUNCH OF ROCKS
JOSHUA 4:1-9

Sometimes a pile of rocks is sooo much 
more than just a pile of rocks.

“Cairn” is a very technical sounding term 
for a very basic structure: a mound of 
rough stones stacked as a memorial or 
landmark, typically on a hilltop or skyline.

Today, cairns can be found on mountain 
summits around the world, but their origin 
goes back to ancient times.

God chooses to use these simple structures 
as an opportunity to embed truth in the 
bedrock of the hearts and minds of his 
people.

1.   What event or location from your life would you choose to memorialize 
       with a cairn?

2.   Are you the type of person who builds cairns or tears them down?

3.   What moments from your spiritual journey might God want you to honor 
       as a landmark to be remembered?



5 THE GIANTS IN OUR WAY
1 SAMUEL 17:32-50

The story of David and Goliath is one of 
the most well-known from the Bible.

But, what does it have to do with us?

An adult reading of this story makes it 
much more complex, and terrifying, than 
it ever seemed when we heard it as a child.

The truth of the matter is, there are always 
going to be giants to mock us and stand in 
the way of the path that God has called us 
to.

So the question isn’t, “Will there be 
giants?” but “What will we do when we 
encounter them?”

1.   What “giants” have you encountered over the years?

2.   How do you feel about verses 46-47 in relation to the rest of the reading?

3.   What will you do to handle the giants that you encounter in the future?



6 A STRONG SUPPORTING CAST
1 CHRONICLES 11:10-25

David was the greatest King of Israel 
...ever. But he did not do it alone.

Like every truly great person, David was 
supported by a team of people supportive 
of him and dedicated to mission.

Throughout history, though, these casts of 
supporting character are mostly forgotten. 
Yet here, we have a list of David’s “Mighty 
Men” and their exploits.

The fact that they are remembered and 
honored, by name, says something of 
David’s character and his relationship with 
them.

1.   Make a list of your “Mighty Men” or women.

2.   Who would you call if you needed to wrestle a lion on a snowy day? 
       Do they know how important they are to you?

3.   Must all battles be won with brute strength?



7 A WOMAN’S WISDOM
JUDGES 4

In Hebrew, ‘to judge’ means ‘to put things 
right’. The judges are the community 
leaders who get things done in ancient 
Israel. 

Deborah is a judge and, as such, is one of 
the most influential women in all of the 
Bible. As a Judge and Prophet, Deborah  
was said to be able to God’s voice and then 
have the responsibility to share his words 
with the people.

But that’s not all! Deborah was also a wise 
military leader who successfully navigates 
several very difficult situations as Judge.

1.   What things in your life need put right sooner rather than later?

2.   Deborah is God’s answer to help save a people who turned their backs on Him.
       Who in your life is God’s “Deborah,” a prophet to speak God’s voice to you?

3.   How might we go further to validate and promote the value of women 
       in God’s eyes and His kingdom’s advance?



8 ALL THAT GLITTERS, IS NOT
EXODUS 32:15-25

Moses has been gone from the encampment 
of Israelites for more than a month, 
presumably on the mount of Sinai meeting 
with God. 

But when he doesn’t return, they assume 
there was an accident or that he simply 
decided to not come back to them at all. 
No matter, they never really liked him that 
much anyway.

Fortunately, his brother Aaron was still 
around, and Aaron was a lot more easy-
going than Moses ever was. The people 
want a God that they can see, and Aaron 
is in a position to give it to them.

1.   Are Moses and God right to be so angry, or is this a classic example 
      of over-reacting?

2.   Moses returns with the ten Commandments, but the moment is upstaged. 
       What things in your life might be upstaging God’s better plans?

3.   If you had to destroy something of yours that has become a golden calf, 
       what would it be?



9 BROKEN CISTERNS
JEREMIAH 2:1-13

In the ancient Near East, a cistern was an 
artificial reservoir that was dug in the earth 
or hewn in the rock for the collection and 
storage of water. 

In Israel, cisterns were very important  
because of a long dry season in a land with 
few natural springs. In that environment, 
a broken cistern was practically worthless. 
Cracked rock or crumbling masonry could 
hold only a small quantity of dirty water, 
or no water at all. 

Jeremiah uses this metaphor to 
communicate an important lesson from 
God.

1.   Have you ever seen someone move from “young love” with God to rejection?
       How did that effect them?  How did it effect you?

2.   What “broken cisterns” have you seen in your own journey?

3.   In verse 9, the charges are passed to future generations. 
       Why would future generations be included in this problem?



10 THE BEST CAN DO THE WORST
2 SAMUEL 11:1-27

One spring, David decides that he will stay 
home rather than lead his troops on the 
field.

While relaxing at home, he falls hard for 
a beautiful Bathsheeba. She happens to be 
the wife of one of his finest soldiers and the 
daughter of one his thirty Mighty Men.

But, he must have her.

And while David believes his affair is safely 
hidden, the God who “sees all” knows the 
crime and is unwilling to stand by.

1.   With which character in the story do you identify the most, and why?

2.   What responsibility, if any, does Bathsheeba carry in all of this?

3.   If you were David, what would you do from here?  If you were Bathsheeba?



11 CONFESSION AND NEED
PSALM 51

Kind David is in extreme mental anguish 
and deep grief over his sin, best exemplified 
by the death of Uriah and the impending 
death of his son.

But mostly, David is aghast that he, of all 
people, could have done such a terrible 
thing.

There is no sacrifice that David can offer 
to atone for the serious nature of his 
atrocities. Unless God chooses to forgive 
and recreate David out of his sheer mercy, 
David is lost to his sin.

Here, David asks God for a miracle.

1.   Can you name a time where you have seen someone (or your yourself been)
       similarly broken with extreme grief over sin?

2.   If you were God, would you forgive David? What if you were Uriah or 
       Eliam (Bathsheeba’s father and one of David’s famous Mighty Men)?

3.   If you were to write a similar prayer to God seeking miraculous forgiveness, 
       what would you write?



12 THE UNIVERSAL STRUGGLE
ROMANS 7:18-24

Paul describes a tough dilemma which we 
all face: knowing what is right but failing 
to do it.

In this section, Paul uses a gruesome 
metaphor to describe the difficulty and 
horror of the problem.

As followers of Christ, we are chained to 
a “body of sin,” a rotting corpse of death 
that threatens to infect the good parts of us.

But when we are chained to something 
so terrible, where do we turn for help, or 
hope?

1.   What deadly things can we be chained to that will slowly rot the good in us?

2.   Paul says that as much as he wants to do what is right, he just can’t do it. 
       Have you found a way to consistently do what is right?

3.   What does Paul give as the answer/antidote to the “body of death”?



13 WHEN ALL HOPE IS LOST
PSALM 42-43

There are times in life when nothing seems 
to go our way and there seems to be no end 
in sight. 

When those seasons stretch beyond our 
ability to mentally cope, our faith can hang 
in the balance.

Where is God?

Why has he not rescued us?

Where can we turn when God seems silent 
and all of our normal coping mechanisms 
no longer help?

1.   How would you advise someone who has lost hope in God and life?

2.   Is there a “sacred space” other than church where you go to connect with God?

3.   Is it possible to, as verse 5 says, “put your hope in God” during a time 
       when you cannot yet “praise him”?



14 ON BEING A GRASSHOPPER
NUMBERS 13:26-33

The people Israel have waiting a looong 
time to finally arrive at the “land of 
promise.” And now, they are upon its 
borders.

But, when a reconnaissance team scouts the 
land, its inhabitants, and its defenses, the 
report is a mixed bag. The area is amazing, 
but its people are strong and powerful.

A couple members of the team have 
faith that the problems can be effectively 
handled, but the majority have fear that 
it is a lost cause and there is no chance of 
claiming the promised land as God said.

1.   Is there a time certain time, place, or situation where you regularly feel 
       small, insignificant, or “less than”... i.e. like a grasshopper? 

2.   What might change for the better in your life right now if you trusted God 
        to tend to the giants in your life rather than fearing them?

3.   What tools has given to you, that you are not effectively leveraging, 
        to fight the giants?



15 DUST IN THE WIND
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-14

Ecclesiastes is one of the most frustrating 
but relatable books in the Bible. Upon 
first glance it can appear pessimistic, but a 
closer look reveals a great deal of realism 
in its outlook.

Like nothing you’ve ever read before, 
the “Teacher” of Ecclesiastes sets out 
to discover the meaning of life through 
a myriad of ways that will sound very 
familiar to you. But as hard as he tries, his 
search keeps coming up short.

His conclusion: Life on this earth has no 
meaning. 

But wait, there’s more...

1.   How does reading this passage make you feel?

2.    What “meaningless” things have you chased in life?

3.   The phrase “under the sun” is used multiple times. 
       How does this help us understand the passage? 



16 MY TIMES ARE IN YOUR HANDS
PSALM 31:1-15

Life is a roller coaster. 

Sometimes we are on the top of the peak 
and sometimes we are in the valley, but 
most often we are somewhere in between 
the two extremes. 

On roller coasters, as in life, the rider is 
never in control. They have placed their 
destiny in the hands of the designer. 

Here, the Psalmist seems convinced that 
the Master designer is in control and, no 
matter how things may look to us, the great 
Designer may ultimately and always be 
trusted.

1.   If you were to describe your own personal “refuge” in life, what would it be?
       Where do you take refuge?

2.   How does opposition and adversity impact your view of God’s control?

3.   What does it mean to say, as in verse 15, “My times are in your hands”?



17 GOD IS IN CONTROL
ISAIAH 40

Israel’s ongoing wrongdoing has finally 
caught up with them.

These words come to the nation while 
suffering in captivity for rebellion against 
God. The may have expected harsh words 
from God, under the circumstances.

The message, though, is not one of 
correction or instruction, but comfort and 
hope. 

Like a gentle father consoling a wounded 
child, God sits alongside them in their pain. 

1.   Given the background of the passage, how does reading it make you feel 
       about God?

2.    Verse 9 is a turning point in the text. Why?

3.   The closing verse, 31, is one of the most famous texts in the Bible. Seeing it 
       in its broader context, does it’s meaning change for you?



18 BETWEEN YOU AND ME
1 SAMUEL 24

Saul the first king of Israel, but he is 
also jealous and fearful, a dangerous 
combination... especially for a leader. 

He is also worried that David (the 
shepherd-boy-turned-fan-favorite) is 
going to steal the kingship and kingdom out 
from under him. 

So naturally, Saul is intent on killing 
David. 

While David is not out to get Saul, Saul is 
convinced that he is. This is the setup for a 
lose-lose situation for all involved. 

1.    Is there anyone who you might be in danger of harming, like David was to Saul,
       because of what they have done to you in the past?

2.   If, as in verse 15, God judges between you and someone else, and then he
       chooses the other person (not you) to vindicate, how would you respond?

3.   In what way(s) is David like Jesus?



19 THE MAN AND THE ASS
NUMBERS 22:21-35

Balaam is a complicated character in the 
Bible. He is found to be doing the wrong 
thing as much or more as he is found to be 
doing the right thing.

Perhaps that sounds like many of us. 

Here, Balaam is waylaid by his own donkey 
from a mission to pronounce a curse on 
Israel. 

And while Balaam (with the help of his 
donkey) stays in line for while, at his core 
he is a wicked prophet, eventually betraying 
Israel and leading them astray from God. 

1.   If God can speak through a donkey, through what might God be speaking 
      to you today?

2.   Balaam is only able to prophesy the words that God gives to him. 
        What words would you wish God to speak over you?

3.   Who in your life has a position of power, once spoke for God, but 
       may now be leading you astray?



20 FAITH AIN’T EASY
PROVERBS 3:1-10

Some parents give great advice. Others, 
not so much.

It is difficult to overestimate the importance 
and power of advice passed from one 
generation to the next. 

The book of Proverbs is all about wisdom 
passed down from parent to child. 

We all pass a great deal of things to those 
who follow in our footsteps, but few people 
are intentional about ensuring that the best 
things are passed along. 

1.    What lessons, be they good or bad, were passed down through your family line?

2.   What does it mean, in verse 6, to “in all of your ways, seek to know Him”?

3.   What verse resonates the most with you? Why?



21 THE VOICE OF GOD
1 KINGS 19:9-14

We often imagine the voice of God to 
be a super-sonic boom that shakes the 
foundations and rattles our teeth. Yet, the 
Bible does not indicate that God’s voice is 
anything like what we imagine it to be.

During a particularly harrowing part of 
his ministry, the prophet Elijah has an 
encounter with the Almighty that challenges 
our notions about the voice of God.

The character and tone of God’s voice isn’t 
just important from a loudness perspective, 
it is important because how he chooses to 
speak to us tells us volumes about who he is 
and how he was us to perceive him.

1.   If you could speak to God but only ask one question, what would it be?

2.   Why do you think that God’s question and Elijah’s answer are repeated twice 
       in the text?

3.   What are the ramifications of God’s voice being in the “gently whisper” 
       rather  than the whirlwind, earthquake, or fire?



22 THAT DARN PLANT
JONAH 4

Jonah is a fairly well known story, but few 
people know the full story. The story of 
Jonah is so much more than a fish tale. 

As a prophet sent to the hated enemy, 
Jonah tried to run from his call, but to no 
avail. 

One way or another, God was going to 
get Jonah to Nineveh. So, after spending 
some time in a great fish, Jonah preaches 
repentance, and the people relent and 
repent. Jonah is not happy.

Jonah’s nightmare has now come true. Let 
the sulking begin.

1.    Does Jonah have the right to be angry? Don’t answer too quickly.

2.   What is the point of the plant? Why do you believe that God uses 
        this particular tool?

3.   We are left with a cliffhanger. What happens next?



23 YEAH, LORD?!
1 SAMUEL 3:1-11

Many feel as though God never speaks to 
them, thinking he is silent. But it may be 
that we are simply not able to recognize 
God’s voice when hear it.

Samuel is a young boy apprenticing in the 
Temple for the aging priest Eli when the 
voice of God calls out to him. The voice 
is so clear that Samuel believes it is Ellie 
calling out to him.

He hears the voice clearly, but he doesn’t 
recognize it as God’s. 

It is Eli who senses that God may be calling 
out to Samuel, encouraging the simple 
response: “Speak, I’m listening.”

1.   Has their ever been a time where you feel you may have heard the voice of God?

2.   Why do you believe that God chose to spoke to Samuel instead of Eli?

3.   Do you believe that there is anything we can do to help better “tune our ears”
       into hearing God’s voice?



24 DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY
1 SAMUEL 3:12-21

At first glance, Eli seems to be a wise and 
capable leader, but God’s words to Samuel 
reveal a different picture... a father who 
has not controlled his sons’ deplorable 
behavior.

To make matters worse, his sons are also 
priests, members of the clergy, and they 
are taking advantage of the privileges and 
women available to them. 

Eli has been warned before that God will 
not ignore this situation, but he fails to stop 
it. 

1.   Have you ever been in a situation where God gave you a difficult message to 
       give to someone else? Did you pass along the message?

2.   How do you reconcile Eli’s apparent wisdom in guiding Samuel with his lack 
       of wisdom in leading his own sons?

3. What do you make of Eli’s response in verse 18?



25 WATER-WALKER
MATTHEW 14:22-36

Peter is the type of guy who lives on the 
edge. He is impetuous, often brashly 
speaking or acting without thought or care 
of the ramifications. 

This gets him into a lot of hot water, but 
also enables him to have some pretty 
memorable experiences on the borderland 
between faith and risk. 

Only time will tell if Peter is able to pull it 
together and make something beautiful out 
of his mess.

1.   Would you have asked to join Jesus on the water? Why or Why Not 
      (and what would have influenced your decision most)?

2.   Do you blame Peter for losing faith and sinking?

3.   Imagine Jesus telling this story after the fact, what part do you think that 
       he emphasizes most in the re-telling?



26 BLIND BARTIMAEUS
MARK 10:46-52

The site of the story is Jericho, the lowest 
city on the earth’s surface. 

The main character is a blind man, who is 
the lowest person in the lowest city... until 
Jesus comes through, of course. 

With a single question, the lowest of the 
low is given the enviable opportunity to 
receive anything that he wishes. 

But the story only begins with his healing.

1.    If Jesus were to ask you, “What do you want me to do for you?,” 
        how would you answer? (And don’t get all overly spiritual on us)

2.   In verses 47-48, the crowds tell Bartimaeus to be quiet. 
       Why do you believe that is?

3.   In Mark’s telling, this is the final event before Holy Week begins. 
       What do you make of that timing, as Jesus faces his death now days away?



27 THE CENTURION
MATTHEW 8:5-13

One of the most poignant and moving 
healings in the gospels, the Centurion’s 
servant is healed simply by his faith.

What makes this passage so moving, 
though, is that “servant” may not be 
the best translation for the sick man’s 
relationship with the Centurion, as it 
makes us think of indentured servitude.

The young man is referred to in the Greek 
as his “pais,” a word commonly used 
for the younger partner in a same-sex 
relationship. It is usually translated as boy, 
servant or slave.

1.   How does a clearer understanding of the word “servant” change the way you 
       see and understand the passage?

2.   The Centurion does not seem to want Jesus to enter his home. 
        Why do you believe that is?

3.   What do you make of verses 10-12, considering who the subject of the story is?



28 JESUS, MARY, AND MARTHA
LUKE 10:38-42

The city of Bethany (just outside of 
Jerusalem) is the home of Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus.

For Jesus, their home becomes a home 
away from home. 

If Jesus wants a good home-cooked meal, 
he knows where to find one. He also seems 
to stay with them anytime he is around 
Jerusalem.

Over the years, this family has become 
close friends with Jesus. 

1.    In your family, are you the Mary or the Martha?

2.   Martha takes quite a hit from Jesus, but is it possible that we have been 
        too hard on her?

3.   In verse 42, Jesus says that “there is only one thing to be concerned about.” 
       What is that thing?



29 THE MARRIAGE FEAST
REVELATION 19:5-9

One of the final images of the Bible is 
of a great feast, but not just any feast, a 
wedding feast.

In biblical times, wedding celebrations 
would last for days, often a week. The great 
feast was the final and most important step 
in the process.

Here, we see the culmination of all that has 
come before, from creation till now, and 
it resulting in a great marriage supper that 
forever unites Christ with his bride, the 
church.

1.   Describe your favorite meal, ever.

2.   How does it feel to you for Heaven’s greatest moment, the climax of all things,
       to be a meal?

3.   How does Isaiah 25:6-9 inform your understanding of this passage?



30 EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY!
JOHN 2:1-11

The fact that Jesus attended and 
participated in a wedding celebration 
speaks volumes, but adding to that the fact 
that he chose this site for his first miracle is 
all the sweeter.

In the ancient Near East, the presence of 
wine is synonymous with the presence of 
joy.

Where there is wine, there is joy.

But, if the wine runs out...

1.   What do you think about Jesus making so much alcohol as his first miracle?
       ...and good stuff at that!

2.   Do you see any significance in turning the dirty water into wine?

3.   Jesus made way too much wine for the banquet, which meant there was 
       extreme excess. What do you think they did with all that extra wine?



31 THE PILLAR AND THE CLOUD
EXODUS 13:17-22

The fastest route out of Egypt, along the 
coast, is also the most dangerous. So God 
takes them along an inland route instead.

It is clear that they are solely in God’s hands 
at this point, they have no other choice but 
to trust him and his direction.

But trust is difficult for a people who have 
spent generations staying alive by learning 
not to trust others.

Their not out of harms way yet, but their 
future may hinge on their ability to trust 
and follow God.

1.   Have their been moments in life where you have been in danger, as in verse 17,
      of returning back to your captivity?

2.   Why do you believe that God chose to lead by way of a cloud pillar in the 
       daytime and a fire pillar at night?

3.   What things in life has God used to guide you along difficult paths?



32 GOD’S OMNIPRESENCE
PSALM 139:1-12

God knows all, sees all, and is everywhere. 
There is nowhere that we can go and not 
still be in his presence.

For some people, this is a comforting 
thought. For other people, this can be a 
tough pill to swallow.

For all of us, though, the prevailing drive 
of life itself is “to be known.”

The question is, do we truly wish to 
be known by God? And, maybe more 
importantly, do we truly wish to be known 
by him?

1.   Who in your life knows you best? What good/bad came from that knowledge?

2.   Have you ever tried to get away from God presence in order to hide? 
       How did that work out?

3.   Does this Psalm give you peace or anxiety? Why?



33 SMALL BUT IMPORTANT
JOEL 2:28-32

The Book of Joel is small, but it is 
unbelievably important as a prophetic 
message to Israel at a time when they have 
been all but wiped from the face of the 
earth.

Joel promises that, despite the current 
predicament, Israel will be rescued and 
restored. And these final words of Chapter 
2 are so important that they form a 
separate chapter in the Hebrew Bible. 
What could be so important?

That one day, God’s spirit will be available 
to ALL people, no exceptions or exclusions.

1.   Does this passage give you peace or fear? Why do you believe that is?

2.   In your opinion, what does it look like to be filled with the Spirit of God?

3.   Why do you believe that this passage is considered the “most precious jewel” 
       of the Old Testament?



34 THAT’S GOING TO HURT
ACTS 20:6-12

The Apostle Paul may well be the greatest 
missionary and church planter of all time, 
but he wasn’t perfect.

In fact, evidence suggest that Paul may 
have been a terrible preacher, if not long-
winded at the least.

Exhibit A: Eutychus

It is difficult to say whether the most 
interesting part is the tragic event itself, 
Paul’s reaction, or the fact that he keeps 
preaching once it is all over.

1.   Name a few of the best and worst preachers that you have ever heard.

2.   What do you make of Paul’s reaction?

3.   Place yourself in the shoes of the members of the Early Church, 
        what does this story communicate to you?



35 WHAT’S IN A NAME?
LUKE 16:19-31

We might rush right past this story from 
Jesus, thinking it just another good story 
with an important moral lesson, if it 
weren’t for one minor detail:

Jesus gives the beggar in the story a name.

Jesus did not give his characters names, 
except here. And Jesus didn’t just give him a 
name, but he gave him the name of his best 
friend: Lazarus.

So this story is important, and this rich 
man has made a grievous error in how he 
views others.

1.   What is your experience and interaction with beggars... along the roadside, 
       at traffic lights, on sidewalks?

2.   Why do you believe that Jesus gave the beggar the name of his best 
       friend, Lazarus?

3.   How might we apply this story to our lives today?



36 WHIPPED!
JOHN 2:13-17

Jesus makes a decision to go to Jerusalem 
and the Temple for passover, a week which 
would have seen many pilgrims descend 
upon the capital for religious observances. 

The presence of such large crowds, in need 
of sacrificial animals and a way to pay the 
Temple Tax, also meant that there was a 
great business opportunity.

Taking advantage of this, the religious 
leaders turn areas designated for prayer 
into an exchange market.

Jesus is livid.

1.   This is a side of Jesus rarely seen or preached. Does it make you 
      uncomfortable? Why or why not?

2.   What would you say to someone who had been financially taken advantage of 
        by a person who professes to be a God-follower?

3.   Under the right circumstances, are we free to take whips to people and 
        overturn tables?



37 THE GOOD AND THE BAD
2 CHRONICLES 26

Humans are complex beings, rarely are 
they fully good or fully evil... landing 
instead somewhere in the middle.

Here we meet a good king, but even good 
people have their problems. 

Uzziah allowed his pride and power to get 
in the way of God’s commands, bringing a 
terrible curse on himself. 

As such, his final 10 years are lived in 
isolation and misery.

1.   Who is the best spiritual example you know of a person who started out well 
       but ended badly?

2.   The text lists many of Uzziah’s exploits. Which one of them sticks out most 
       to you and why?

3.   God had commanded that no one person fill the role of King and Priest. 
       This edict remained, until who?



38 HERE AM I
ISAIAH 6:1-8

The tragic demise of King Uzziah is the 
catalyst for the prophet Isaiah’s call to 
ministry. the text tells us that In the year 
that King Uzziah died, Isaiah met the Lord.

The vision of God here is awe-inspiring. 
But this incredible image of power and 
holiness only makes Isaiah feels inadequate 
and unworthy.

But despite these misgivings, God heals 
Isaiah of his worry and commissions him to 
do the difficult job of taking a message to 
people who will not listen.

1.   Do you believe that Isaiah’s vision really happened, or was it simply a dream?

2.   Have you ever felt an overwhelming sense that God was calling you to take
        a message to someone or somewhere?

3.   Isaiah is told that the people will not pay attention to his message from God. 
        If you were Isaiah, would you still allow yourself to be sent as the messenger?



39 TOO MANY TO NAME
HEBREWS 11:32-40

Hebrews 11 has often been called the Bible’s 
“Hall of Faith.”

Listed here are some of the greatest heroes 
of the faith as well as the circumstances 
that led to their being included on the list.

It might be intimidating to see this list and 
wonder how we might measure up to such 
impressive people, but that is not the point.

The point is simply: Each of these 
individuals had faith... and exercised that 
faith.

1.   The list of accomplishments by those who are unnamed is quite intense. 
      How does this list of accomplishments make you feel?

2.   What names would you include on this list from your own life?

3.   What does verses 39-40 mean to you?



40 PRESS ON
HEBREWS 12:1-12

Coming on the heals of Hebrews 11 and 
a pretty impressive list of heroes of faith, 
the writer turns his attention to the readers 
themselves.

What are we to do when we do not feel up 
to the challenge of “faith race” set before 
us?

The thing about training for a race, 
though, is that it requires lots of training, 
perseverance, and often times discipline.

These hard moments are difficult to endure 
but necessary for those who want to finish 
well.

1.   That passage speaks of weariness and losing heart in verse 3. How does 
       that show itself in your life?

2.   What does verse 2 mean by Jesus being the “starter” and “finisher” of our
       faith? How do other Bible versions say it, and does it help in understanding?

3.   This passage says that the people from Hebrews 11 and others are cheering 
       us on in our race. What specific people do you know are cheering you on?



41 STEPHEN’S END
ACTS 7:51-60

Stephen is an important figure in the early 
church. He is an outstanding preacher, 
teacher, and was chosen as one of seven 
to assist the Apostles with work among 
widows as a Deacon.

But not everyone is a fan of the burgeoning 
church ...or of Stephen.

His preaching gets him in trouble, and 
since the powerful people opposed to him 
can’t disprove his teaching, they charge him 
with blasphemy instead, leading to him 
becoming the first martyr of the church.

But it is Jesus’ surprise appearance at his 
death that makes this story so moving.

1. Do you believe that Stephen was to harsh in the words of his message?

2. We are introduced to Saul, the next persecutor of the church, in verse 58. Why
do you believe that Saul did not actively participate in the Stephen’s stoning?

3. Jesus is always said to be “seated” at God’s right hand. What do you make of
his decision to stand in this scene?



42 FINAL WORDS
2 TIMOTHY 3:10-4:8

The great Apostle Paul’s life is about to 
come to an end, and he knows it. His 
incredible ministry journey is complete, but 
his work is not.

Young Timothy, his protege and son in 
ministry will carry the baton after Paul’s 
race is complete.

The Book of 2 Timothy is Paul’s final 
guidance to the one who will continue on 
after him.

This is Paul’s challenge as well as his 
goodbye.

1.   Now that you know the background and reason for writing, what sticks out 
       to you about Paul’s words to Timothy here?

2.   Why do you think Paul focuses so much on Scripture in his words to Timothy?

3.   Who will carry on your spiritual work after you are gone?  Have you prepared
       them well?



43 SHIPWRECKED
ACTS 27:1-28:15

Paul is headed to Rome, but he experiences 
a catastrophic diversion along the way.

Here we have what is the most detailed 
record of a storm and subsequent shipwreck 
from ancient times.

Thanks to Paul, every crew member and 
prisoner aboard survives the shipwreck. 
The ship, though, is a total loss.

Few of us have ever been in a shipwreck, 
but all of us understand how it feels to have 
our plans diverted after everything in our 
life falls apart.

1.   Has there been a time in your life where a storm tossed you around, 
       wrecked everything, and dropped you in a place you would have never chosen?

2.   Paul was not destroyed, and neither were you, why do you think that is?

3.   Where was God in Paul’s shipwreck? Where was he in yours?



44 LOVE AND HATE
1 JOHN 2:3-11

This letter from John is written to a church 
in crisis, having had a falling out among 
each other and lost some of their religious 
leaders as a result.

To make matters worse, there are some 
serious problems with what the church 
community believes. 

John tackles these issues and attitudes by 
pointing to the importance of truth and 
love, not as abstract ideals but as concrete 
actions.

We must live out truth and love.

1.   Some Christ-followers believe they are perfect in their faith and obedience;
       some feel they never do anything right. Which direction do you lean?

2.   In verse 7, John references an “old command.” What do you think that 
        old command is?

3.   Has your experience with the church been mostly loving and in line with 
        the commands of this passage, or not?



45 QUESTIONABLE PARENTING
LUKE 2:41-52

We have no record of any details concerning 
Jesus’ life between birth and the start of his 
ministry around age 30, save this single 
story.

Here, having completed their annual 
passover pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Jesus’ 
parents accidentally leave him behind as 
they make their way back to Nazareth.

This would have been easy to do, as they 
traveled by caravan, but still gives us a 
window into the family (and Jesus) at the 
age of 12.

1.   This is the only story shared about Jesus between the ages of 2 and 30. 
       Why do you believe that this story was the one chosen?

2.   Verse 51 points out that Jesus was obedient to his parents from here forward.
       Why mention this?

3.   If you could spend days talking with Jesus about a topic, what would it be?



46 BREAKING COVENANT
MALACHI 1

Malachi is like a lighthouse at the end of the 
Old Testament, shining light into darkness. 
While the Jews have returned from exile 
and the Temple has bee rebuilt, there is a 
strong drift away from God.

Surprisingly, this drift seem most visibly 
present in the religious Temple, where 
worship is half-hearted and the priests are 
offering subpar sacrifices. 

It gets to be so bad that Malachi suggests 
it would be better to close the Temple 
altogether.

1.   Have you ever been deeply disappointed in the actions and spiritual health 
       of clergy?

2.   Why do you believe the dialogue begins with a conversation about love?

3.   How do these strong words from God affect your image of him?



47 SEVEN MILE MIRACLE
LUKE 24:13-35

It is still Resurrection Sunday, but rather 
than spending more time at the empty tomb 
the scene switches to the road between 
Jerusalem and Emmaus.

Here, we find dejected followers return to 
their homes and regular lives following the 
perceived letdown of Passover week. Jesus 
may have risen, but he was not interested 
in an overthrow of Roman rule.

Jesus shows up on the road, fresh from 
the tomb, and continues where he left off: 
explaining the story of scripture.

1.   It is almost certain that these travelers are Jesus’ Uncle Cleopas and 
       Aunt Mary. How does that perspective change the story?

2.   What does it mean, as in verse 32, for one’s “heart to burn within them?” 
       Have you ever experienced this?

3.   The act of breaking bread in verses 30-31 is extremely important to the story.
       Why?



48 MOSES’ EPITAPH
DEUTERONOMY 34

Obituaries are an art form, especially the 
ones that are more “aspirational” and less 
truthful.

The conclusion of Moses’ story is 
bittersweet. He is able to see the Promised 
Land but not enter it. 

Of all the accolades and superlatives 
mentioned in regard to Moses, surely the 
most impressive one is verse 10’s: 

“Moses, whom the Lord knew face-to-
face.”

1.   What are your thoughts about the Lord himself burying Moses (verse 6)?

2.   Many unique points are made about Moses in this chapter, which is 
        your favorite?

3.   In 25 words or less, write your own preferred epitaph.



49 ALL MEANS ALL
REVELATION 5

The Book of Revelation is difficult, to say 
the least. But even in the shadowy imagery, 
there are some things about the future that 
we are able to see clearly.

For instance, in this (and other) visions of 
Heaven and the afterlife, we see an eternity 
that is open to ALL. 

Every nation, every tribe, and every tongue 
will unite together in worship of King Jesus.

1.   In this passage, Jesus is referred to both as a lion and a lamb, very different
       animals. Why do you think that Jesus is described using such “opposites”?

2.   The scroll in verse 1 contains all that is to happen on earth. Why is Jesus 
       the only one who is able to open it?

3.   How can you help advance the idea that “every nation, every tribe, and 
        every tongue” have equal standing in Heaven?



50 THE FANTASTIC FOUR
ACTS 2:42-47

This is the Day of Pentecost, the day of the 
church’s birth after the coming of the Spirit 
of God.

As the early church began worshiping Jesus, 
Luke gives us a glimpse of what everyday 
life was like for those original Christ-
followers.

Perhaps most amazing, they were unified.

But we also see that God is with them and 
that the way they lived had an incredible 
impact on the communities in which they 
lived.

1.   The text lists several things that the early church did. List them here:

2.   Out of this list, which one do you think has been neglected the most by 
        the modern church?

3.   If you were to make a list of the priorities of the modern church, 
       what would it contain?



You did it!








