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 BUNBURY REGIONAL YouthCARE DISTRICT COUNCIL  
APPRECIATE THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT GIVEN BY  

 
 
 
 

A message from Dave Cunniffe - our Area Chaplain  
 
John Denver sings in that classic song of his “some days are diamonds; some days are stone”. I 
found myself singing this song quietly as I went into a school recently to say goodbye to a 
chaplain who was leaving. The reason being it was a “diamond day”. The chaplain was being 
replaced straight away and everyone was happy.  
The day previously had been a “stone day”. I had visited a Principal whose chaplain was leaving 
and there was no replacement, and she was not happy. 
 
Currently we have three vacancies in the greater Bunbury area and also one at Collie. All are 
two day a week positions: 

 
Kingston Primary School,  College Row School, Carey Park Primary School , Wilson Park Primary School (Collie) 
 
The reality is we need more chaplains. If you are aware of someone within your church who you think would make a 
great chaplain or if indeed you are considering responding to a call that God has 
placed on your heart, then please contact me and we can have a chat. 
 
Thank you for your support and for being a part of the YouthCARE family. 

While YouthCARE is celebrating 50 years of wonderful service to schools 
throughout WA, we are able to look back over most of that period here in the 
Bunbury region where we have seen some 90% of government schools take up our 
Chaplaincy service. With two additional schools in 2022, our greatest current difficulty is recruiting enough Chaplains 
to fill all positions! While we are blessed with a wonderful group of Chaplains, we expect to be in ‘recruitment mode’ 
for some time to come, partly due to the ongoing effects and pressures of Covid – but also due to the very normal 
reasons of changes in family life, and retirement! New Chaplains necessarily come from church backgrounds, so we 
ask all our readers to consider whether there are people in your congregation who might be suited to this vocation – 
and if so, encourage them to come forward. Dave Cunniffe would love to hear from them! 
  
The financial and prayer support from our churches is our mainstay: to paraphrase St Paul, without these gifts we are 
nothing! We do thank you for your ongoing support – and would love to welcome you to our quarterly meetings 
which last for one hour; this year we have deliberately changed the meetings to a more informal style allowing more 
time for discussion and ‘catch up’. If you’d like to come and join in you’ll be made very welcome – just ask a Chaplain 
or contact Dave (0427492922); we’d love to see you there!    
         Stephen Foster  -  Chairman 

 



Natasha Lay - Maidens Park Primary School -   
Term one of the year has been so fun here at Maidens Park Primary School. I kicked off the term with the start of the 
year 6 girls Shine Program. It’s been a great way to get to know all the year 6 girls as well as share with them the 
importance of worth, strength and purpose. 
We’ve also kicked off the school breakfast program which runs every morning here at MPPS. Collaborating with the EAs 
and Foodbank has opened up opportunity to build in-school relationships and community connections. 

This term’s highlight was when we celebrated Harmony Day by cooking up some authentic Indonesian and creating a market place 
where students could come and “buy” a plate with their pretend rupiah. This encouraged the students to practise their Indonesian and 
counting money as well as enjoy some tasty food! It was a fun day and I was able to serve and interact with the students. 
Next term I am looking forward to starting Rock & Water with the year 5 students and continuing to build strong bonds here at 
Maidens Park.  Thank you for your continued prayer and support Bunbury! 

Joanne Campbell - Parkfield Primary School - I have now entered my third year of chaplaincy (start of 
Week 6) and I continue to feel right ‘at home’ here at Parkfield Primary School.  This year I am working an extra day each 
fortnight, seven days in total;  on the odd weeks of term; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – and on the even 
weeks; Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday.  My time here is filled with one-on-one pastoral visits with students, class visits, 
Buddy Bench chats at Recess times, Chaplain Corner Room open time at Lunch, one-on- one visits or phone call 
connections with parents and face to face chats or email connections with staff. I assist and help out with events and 

activities whenever possible.  So far, this year, I have also had the honour of being asked to be a part of the School Review, (week 2), 
be a part of the Year 6 Camp again (which has temporarily been postponed), and to be with the student council and Admin while they 
ran the whole school ‘Team’ Assembly (online) where class awards and the Head Boy and Girl were announced!   
Every minute of my chaplaincy time is needed and gratefully received with dealing with the impact of covid and the changing directives, 
as well as the ongoing issues ranging from family breakdowns, grief and loss, hardship, other home issues, anxiety and friendship 
struggles. Being God’s eyes, ears, hands, and heart; loving people and bringing hope and a smile is a gift I treasure. I am very grateful for 
God’s provision, guidance, and discernment as I navigate the challenges and the needs within the time limits and timetables.  Please pray 
for God’s wisdom for me to continue discerning His will to best meet all the needs sustainably, graciously, and inclusively. 
My huge thanks to all of you who support me in my role as a Chaplain, especially my church family - specifically those who pray for me 
weekly, my Area Chaplain, my Network Support Group, our District Council, the Prayer Group, YouthCARE and the many local 
churches involved. It is greatly appreciated.  Thank you and God bless.  

Susan Moore - Carey Park Primary School  
This year is seeing a number of changes for me personally.  I relinquished one of my schools at the end of last year, Adam 
Road PS. The changes are because my husband has been called as Pastor of a church in Wanneroo – but I was able to 
continue at Carey Park PS for Term 1, travelling back and forth between Wanneroo and Bunbury. I have now finished at 
Carey Park, as at the end of term one. I look back over 5 years of chaplaincy here in the Bunbury area, and wonder 
where the time has gone. It seems only months! I’m thankful for having a part in the two schools, all the different 

students, staff and parents’ lives.  I pray for all of them.  

Emily Doyle -  Eaton Community College  
It has been a great start to Term 1! Personally, I was very ready for school to go back and the holidays to end as I can go a 
bit stir crazy without my normal routine. It has been great getting to know the new year 7 students this term and catching 
up with a few of them. This term, like any term, hasn’t been without its challenges. The new restrictions (most notably the 
masks) have been a struggle for many students and staff and the increasing anxiety around the rising cases in our state, now 
that we are open to the rest of the world, has been a cause of worry for many of our more vulnerable families. I am 

preparing to run the Aussie Optimism program next term with the help of our student services team, and I am taking on a few new 
students which has been great in expanding my case load. I have learnt a lot about sea monkeys this term as our Student Services team 
have acquired our very own mascot in the form of these sea monkeys which apparently are a type of arachnid. (I personally think they 
should be named what they look like, ‘Sea Spiders’ or ‘Sea Lice’ but apparently that’s not good for branding and selling!)  

Praying everyone has a safe and happy Easter Holiday break. Can’t believe term 1 is nearly done and dusted already! 

Jono Pettitt - Glen Huon Primary School, Clifton Park Primary School and Dardanup PS 
2022 has moved along at a rapid pace with lots taking place. I started the year with my office at Glen Huon in the admin 
block only to move back into my old office before the end of the first week after a reshuffle in the student services team. 
COVID and the reopening of boarders have meant a lot of changes – I was scheduled to go on the year 6 camps for 2 
schools, but both have been cancelled/postponed. I’m doing more one-on-one meetings outside as that gives students the 
opportunity to have a mask break. I am now 1 day a week at Dardanup, increased from 1 day a fortnight, and job-sharing 

with Kylie who is mainly seeing the girls while I mainly see the boys. This has meant that there is more time to spend in the classrooms, 
getting to know a wider range of students there. Each Tuesday at Clifton Park I am involved in a special “Leader Do Lunch” with the 10 
student leader and the principal. Student leaders not only get to spend time in conversation with us, but they also get to use the school 
facilities to warm up their lunches. Toasted sandwiches, pasta, and 2 minute noodles have been the most popular, along with several 
students bring their own tea bags to have cups of tea. COVID has also seen many students absent from school, some for testing 
positive, more from being identified as close contacts, and then a few due to either not wanting to wear masks or being fearful of 
catching COVID. There has sometimes been a bit of a challenge to catch up with certain students. 
I am grateful for the support of staff, parents, and community members. Thank you for your ongoing prayer and support. 



Emma Strong - South Bunbury Primary School and Capel Primary School  
I never realised, till now, how much I rely on my facial expression to encourage a child to trust me. Wearing a mask is both 
exhausting and debilitating.  Add to that the extra sick-bays popping up around the school, moving offices as the admin staff 
spread out more, classes frequently going outside for a mask-break, and on-line school assemblies.  There is a very different 
feel to school just now. The children have adapted well to the frequent changes, including mask-wearing, but it gives me great 

pleasure to be a calming presence for those who are anxious, to offer rewards of ‘Hot Chocolate with the Chaplain’ to those who 
have earned enough points, and to just be a listening ear.   
Thank you for your prayers, which are invaluable to me in this work. I was asked recently how I choose which students to see, and the 
answer is ‘with God’s guidance.’ 

Amy Costa - College Row School  
College Row started off the year with 2 brand new classrooms and a couple of new students which was very exciting and 
all have settled in well. Covid restrictions have meant a bit of adjusting for everyone, but our students have coped 
beautifully with all the changes. I was lucky enough to have been sent to a Key Word Signs workshop where I learnt over 
100 signs, which I am loving being able to use to communicate with our non-verbal students. It has been a good reminder 
of just how important using the right communication tool is for showing someone that you value them – something that 

those of us who can speak very much take for granted. I love spending time in classrooms with our staff and students building 
relationships. A large part of my role is supporting our staff and families, and this year has seen some real highs and lows for our staff. It 
is a real privilege to be invited into their lives to both celebrate and offer support.   

Yolanda Steenkamp - Dalyellup Primary School and Tuart Forest Primary School 
Life at Dalyellup PS (3 days/week) continued as usual, full steam ahead!  The constant changes regarding COVID have affected 
staff, and not even the long weekend this term could reset everyone.  We couldn't meet weekly for morning tea in the 
staffroom, so providing morning tea in each block was a good alternative.  The staff enjoyed and appreciated the 
acknowledgement of their challenging term and having a reason to pause for a few minutes: the reminder that everyone is in it 

together made a big difference in people's ability to face the challenges.   
I started at Tuart Forest PS (2 days/week) this term after doing 16 weeks of relief chaplaincy there at the end of 2019.  It was good to 
see some familiar faces, but most of the children I had worked with previously had already moved to High School.  It took some time 
to settle in, but I believe things are moving in the right direction in supporting children, parents and staff through challenges.  I am 
thankful to serve in both the public primary schools in my local area.   

Deon Throne - Bunbury Senior High School   
It was an interesting start to Term 1 at BSHS with all non-curriculum activities put on hold to reduce the opportunities for 
Covid spreading. So Breakfast Club did not operate, neither did lunchtime concerts, all school assemblies, Yr 8 Market Day 
and our Athletics Carnival. Hopefully some of these activities will start again in Term 2 or later in the year. But all our 
classes started back and operated as usual. We also had quite a few new staff starting this year and I have been getting to 

know them. 
I have been helping a number of Year 7 students with their transition to high school. If they are struggling during the day they know 
they can ask to have a chat with me or play a few games of UNO with me in my office to help ease their anxiety and then will go back 
to join their class. It’s a great way for me to be a support to them at school. Thank you for your prayers and support of the Chaplaincy 
work in our schools. 

Heather Campbell - Newton Moore Senior High School  
Our Student Services staff increased this year so that we now have three Wellbeing Coordinators instead of two. This has 
made life somewhat easier for everyone, although in some ways we all seem to be every bit as busy as before.  I am taking 
term 2 off as leave without pay and will be spending three months in Scotland. My mum turns 90 in April and we will be 
having a celebration for family and friends on the day. I’m so happy that I will be able to attend this special occasion. I will 

have my 60th birthday there with family before I return to WA.  A big year with much to look forward to. 

Benn Gladden - Cooinda Primary School, River Valley Primary School and Newton Moore 
Education Support Centre Term 1 has been a busy term (as it seems always to be!) which has seen me drop from 
3 days/week at Cooinda PS to 2 days/week. This in turn has meant I have picked up an extra day in another school, River 
Valley PS. I am still doing 2 days/week at Newton Moore Ed Support College, as I was last year. I have been busy learning 
about the new school; getting to know the staff, students, school systems and culture - and finding my place in the midst of it 

all. Covid has obviously added some new twists, with masks being mandatory and new rules around things like how meetings happen 
and how schools try to limit the amount of time that different year groups spend with each other. This term, across my three schools, I 
have had one on one chats supporting students, done mentoring, helped with swimming lesson supervision, become a member of the 
Tier 2 & Tier 3 teams (behaviour support) at Newton Moore Ed Support, created and interpreted student data, run Aussie Optimism 
sessions, and run classroom music sessions. I have also created Local Agreements for my three schools, had a supervision session, 
updated the Bunbury Region Chaplaincy information brochure, attended a Mental Health study unit, attended a Chaplaincy dedication 
service and a District Council meeting, and spoken at Rotary about Chaplaincy. I am definitely looking forward to the school holidays. 
Please, as always, uphold us in your prayers! 



If you would like to receive this newsletter via email please email david.cunniffe@youthcare.org.au This will save trees and printing 

Sue McDonald - Eaton Primary School   
Sue McDonald, one of our longest serving chaplains, has been at the school for most of Term 1, but has 
recently gone on special leave visiting her daughter in Melbourne and meeting her new twin grandsons. 
She will be back at school in Term 2. 

Geoff Harrison - Treendale Primary School  
The new school year started smoothly with around 30 – 40 new students from year 5 being trained up in our Buddy Program 
during the first week of school. Breakfast Club returned after the holidays but without parent helpers, as parents are only 
allowed to have contact with their own children. I have students helping me with breakfast club doing everything from setting 

up, cooking toast, applying spreads, to washing up. We are still feeding between 30 and 60 students each Tuesday and Thursday and we 
go through up to 5 loaves of bread each day. 
Playground buddies are still helping fellow students find friends at lunchtime and I’m working with two small groups, one of year 4 
students, the other being year 5- 6 students, to help them with their social behaviours. I am still seeing up to 5 or 6 individual students 
each day, depending on what’s happening at school. A few weeks ago, COVID finally struck our school. Like most schools in our area, 
we are struggling with teachers having to provide extra work for those that are not able to attend class due to COVID.   
Please continue praying for our TPS community during this challenging time. 

 Emily Brough -  Dalyellup College   
I started at Dalyellup College in week 6 this term as a first time Chaplain! It has been a steep learning curve with so many 
new things to fill my brain and I’ve gone home each day thoroughly exhausted from so much learning! As well as all that 
learning, I’ve started meeting with students, restarted breakfast club and helped out with a Harmony Day celebration, 
which was a lot of fun and really brought the school community together – it was great to see the students and staff all 
working together to make it happen. A highlight for me has been heading outside during break times to enjoy the sunshine, 

and as I walk among the students, I ask God to show me the ones he wants me to stop and say ‘hi’ to and I am constantly amazed at 
how often He points me to students that need that extra care and support. 

 Kylie Fleming– Picton Primary School and Dardanup Primary School  
It has been a busy start to the year. At Dardanup Primary I have started making dolls with some of the senior students. 
These dolls are then being donated to Bunbury Hospital for the children’s ward. 
I am slowly settling in at my other new school, Picton Primary. It is an honour to be their first school chaplain and I am 
really enjoying building relationships there with students, staff and parents. 

YouthCARE FUNDRAISING  - 2022 
This committee will continue with annual appeals to church congregations, service clubs businesses and to our wonderful 100 
Club members. We decided to defer the sausage sizzle and schools concert ventures and concentrate on the annual raffle to 
commence in September and stationary dinner in late November at which the raffle will be drawn. Investigation of a possible 
guest speaker event will continue as will consideration of another garden party. 
Vic Puzey.   Fundraising Chair. 

We have appreciated the sponsorship of Pennywise Investments who have paid for the printing costs of this 
Newsletter for several years. Their business has now been sold and we are hoping to find a new sponsor. If 
any of our readers is willing to help us (the annual printing cost for two Newsletters is approximately $700) 
please contact Stephen Foster at stephenfoster@westnet.com.au. 

 Adele Peirce—Adam Road Primary School  
I feel like I have hit the ground running. After having the privilege of working with Deon at Bunbury SHS in late 2021, I am 
now working at Adam Road Primary School and also at Cape Naturaliste College in the Busselton District. It has been 
such a different experience at both schools. I am so grateful for the opportunity to work with young people again. 
Currently I am spending my time building rapport with students and staff, and I look forward to contacting parents for the 
first-time next week! I also had a visit from Susan Moore my predecessor chaplain at Adam Road and she was so kind as 

to give me all the teddies she had in her room last year, as well as some KYAL bears. This was such a blessing for myself and the kids. 
Thank you to all those who have reached out to me. 

Vrydar Holmes - Australind Primary School   
First term has gone quickly, my niece had Covid so we were in isolation for a week then I had Covid so I was back in 
isolation for another week! Breakfast Club has continued with some alterations, no sitting indoors but we are still feeding 
hungry kids. The year 6 students are now very able to assist in the Breakfast Club and we are planning on training up next 
year’s crew. Fruit wagon is able to be run still, which is appreciated by everyone. Next term our Principal is away, so there 
will be a change in Admin while our Deputy takes the Principal role and we have a new deputy for the term. 


