
THE BEST RELATIONSHIP EVER

I had all the makings of a very self-absorbed, reclusive person growing up. I am an only child 
with very loving parents who rarely told me no. Growing up, people’s initial impression of me 
was that I was a snob, which I have been told was more because I was so quiet and shy than 
because I actually treated people as inferior, although I remember instances of doing that. I 
have always wanted to be accepted, but I have also been content by myself. Growing up I also 
struggled with fear. Fear of where I would go if I were to die. I knew I had been baptized as a 
baby in my mom’s church, but I wondered if that was enough to go to heaven.

Finally one summer, someone answered my question of how I could know for sure that I would 
go to heaven. I was at a Vacation Bible School when I was 10 and the pastor said that no one 
had to leave that day without knowing for certain that they would go to heaven. He said all you 
had to do was tell God that you knew you did things that displeased Him, that you wanted His 
forgiveness for those sins and that you believed Jesus was His Son and had died on the cross 
to pay the price for those sins. Romans 10:9 says, "For if you tell others with your own mouth 
that Jesus Christ is your Lord and believe in your own heart that God has raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved." So I prayed and I believed in Jesus to save me from my sins. I was 
excited to have this assurance that I would go to heaven. I did not yet understand that God 
wanted to have a relationship with me.

I DIDN'T YET UNDERSTAND THAT GOD WANTED TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH ME.

He wanted to be the closest relationship I would ever know.

A couple years after I made this decision a peer challenged me to start reading my Bible. So I 
did and I started to learn about who God was and about what He wanted for me. He wanted me 
to go to church. I was scared to do that. I wasn’t someone who had been raised going regularly 
and I was afraid people would ask questions and judge me if I started going now, but God 
wouldn’t let up. So I went and it was hard, but only initially and then so worth it. God gave me 
friends who challenged me and taught me more about Him. This was the first of MANY hard 
things that God, who I had learned was my Father, would ask me to do which was ultimately for 
my good, even though it was initially hard and scary and I could not see His plan.

He has gone on to ask me to trust Him through multiple losses due to cancer. He asked me to 
leave my home and family and move 12 hours away to go to school where I knew no one. He 
asks hard things. But early on He taught me something really important. It was the first 
experience I had with cancer. - My mom's best friend, an aunt to me, died of lung cancer my 
freshmen year in high school. I saw her leave behind an 11 year old daughter and I saw her die 
although there was an all-powerful God I knew personally who could have stopped it and didn't, 
who could have let this little girl keep her mom. I was angry. Why? Why wouldn't He save her? 
He didn't give me an answer then.

He said, 'You can either choose to follow me or you can walk away. You can trust me, my plan, 
and that I know and love better than you or you can walk away.' I often think of Peter who when 
asked if he too would walk away from Jesus responded, 'To whom can we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.' That is how I felt. I was mad at Him and I think He was okay with that, but I 
decided then that I knew I didn't want life without Him. I chose then that I would trust Him even 



when really hard things happened. And He has blessed me 100 fold for that trust. That is His 
promise.

I DECIDED THEN THAT I KNEW I DIDN'T WANT LIFE WITHOUT HIM.

Sometimes I like to imagine who I would be if I had not listened to that question in my heart 
about how to know for certain if I was going to heaven — if I had not accepted this relationship 
with my Creator. I would be self-absorbed and reclusive, probably without any friends and 
without any hope. I am so thankful He changed all that.


