
IF I WERE TO DIE TONIGHT...

I grew up in a Christian family, going to church on Sunday. I learned Bible verses and I heard 
about God frequently. As a kid I loved riding bikes, playing outside, and hanging with my ten 
siblings. I was also involved in stealing, lying, and then trying to hide these things I was doing 
from anyone. I learned that these things were wrong, because my parents loved me enough to 
teach me what God says about these things. He says that to those who sin there is a separation 
that happens between us and God. When we die, we are going to have to stand before a just 
God and face the consciences of our sin. The punishment for our sin is eternity in Hell -- a place 
of utter darkness and separation from God. This reality scared me.

THE REALITY OF HELL SCARED ME.

I had questions I wanted to ask but I was too afraid to ask them. My life was pretty good, and I 
thought if I was going to choose God, that my life was going to change. I was happy with my 
family, friends, and the love I received from them. Why did my life need to change?

Shortly after that I was sitting out in the backyard of our house, enjoying the nice day. My sister 
walked up and we sat down on the back porch glider. She asked me that if I were to die tonight, 
did I know where I was gonna go. I told her honestly that I thought I would probably going to 
Hell. She looked me in the eyes, and told me that she knew she was going to Heaven. She then 
said something that was going to shatter my heart. "Jim, I sure am gonna miss you."

I couldn’t stand the thought of being separated from loved ones for eternity. Something was 
going to have to change. I immediately went to my parents, the people who loved me the most, 
and I trusted. I asked them if there was a way to be saved from Hell. They told me that because 
I had sinned that I deserved to go to Hell, but that God has made a way for me to be with Him. 
He sent His only Son to pay the punishment I deserve. John 3:16 says, "for God so loved the 
world that He sent His only begotten son that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have 
everlasting life." Then I Peter 3:18 says, "For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 
unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit." For me this meant that I didn’t have to go to Hell, but that I could trust in 
Jesus to take me to Heaven. I accepted this truth right then, and I felt a peace that I had never 
experienced.

I FELT A PEACE THAT I HAD NEVER EXPERIENCED BEFORE.

After a time, I noticed I was continuing to sin. I wondered if God wouldn’t accept me anymore. I 
wasn’t sure if I was even good enough to go to Heaven. That’s what I didn’t understand. God’s 
gift of eternal life with Him is free, and I can’t earn it.

My Dad and I were doing the dishes one day, and he asked me if I knew where I was going to 
spend eternity when I die. I admitted that I wasn’t sure. He went through a Bible study with me 
and two of my siblings. I realized the truth of God’s gift of salvation. I was no longer unsure of 
where I am going to go when I die. Jesus says I can know for certain, because His Word is 
truth. My thoughts of uncertainty were gone, and I had peace about my eternal future.



Our family started going to Vintage Faith Church summer of 2009. I saw people who were crazy 
about Jesus. They were super happy, outgoing, intense in their singing to God, they loved God, 
and they loved me. This made me really curious. I wanted this kind of excitement for God. I 
started hanging out with these people more, and discover truths from the Bible that I hadn’t 
noticed before. These people helped me to get out of my comfort zone, to obey God, to trust in 
Jesus, and to share my faith with others.

DECIDING TO FOLLOW JESUS WAS THE BEST DECISION I HAVE EVER MADE.

Deciding to follow Jesus was the best decision I have ever made. And, you can make that same 
decision too. Jesus loves his children, and does not desire anyone to perish. If you feel unsure 
of your eternal destiny, please don’t let it wait. Revelation 3:20 says that God stands at the door 
of our heart, and is knocking. He wants to come in. Will you let Him?


