
THE SCIENCE AND RELIGION DEBATE
FOR THE B IBLE  TELLS  ME SO



Exploring Reality 
A SCIENTIFIC AND A THEOLOGICAL GOAL



• The aim of science is an 
accurate understanding 
of how things happen 

• Its concern is with the 
processes of the world 
and the universe via 
observation and 
experimentation

Testing Nature 
SCIENCE: HOW THINGS HAPPEN



• Theology is the quest for 
truth about the nature of 
God who is beyond 
experimental testing 

• It relies on God’s self-
disclosure and is not just 
the product of metaphysics 

• It explores why things 
happen and are

Seeking the Divine 
RELIGION: WHY THINGS HAPPEN



• Christian Fundamentalists: Cannot accept insights of 
science that are not entirely consistent with biblical 
faith, claiming God as the only objective truth 

• Scientific Fundamentalists: Cannot accept insights of 
faith that are not entirely consistent with the 
observable world, claiming science as objective reason

Polar Opposites? 
SCIENCE  VS  RELIGION



• Religion: concerned 
with interpretation of 
divine self-disclosure, of 
events and experiences   

• Science: appeals to 
theory in order to 
interpret observable 
facts

Complimentary? 
DIFFERING 

INTERPRETATIONS



The Science and Religion Debate 
WHERE DO WE COME FROM?



Questions of Origin 

Is there a divine will behind the universe? 



• Life as we know it is the product 
of ‘observable’ phenomena 

• Creation accounts in the Bible 
are flatly contradicted by the 
abundant evidence for evolution  

• What is worse, religion has been 
responsible for mass suffering 
for millennia and should be 
avoided for the sake of 
humanity’s longevity 

Militant Atheism 
GOD DOESN’T HELP!



• The universe is the result of 
the divine will  

• God acts through natural 
processes to create and 
sustain life 

• Evolutionary theory helps 
us see how God’s creation 
adapts

Scientifically 
Compatible Theology  

SCIENCE ALONGSIDE  
RELIGION



God’s Particular Creation 
DIVINE SELF-LIMITATION

• Creation is a gift of self-limiting love  

• Human beings, as the object of that love, are granted 
independence from their creator 

• We are free to do anything, although not everything is 
in alignment with God’s will



God’s Particular Creation 
FREE WILL AND SUFFERING

Cancer is not the 
outcome of a callous 

God, ‘it is the 
consequence of a 

universe wherein we 
have free will, the 

inescapable shadow 
side of evolutionary 

fruitfulness’                                
- John Polkinghorne



What about the Bible? 
MAKING SENSE OF GENESIS

• Genesis has two creation stories 

• Genesis 1: Order out of Chaos, a Babylonian myth re-told 

• Genesis 2: Human beings made for relationship with God 
with one another, with all creation



Myths of Origins 
PHILOSOPHY MORE THAN HISTORY

• Babel: Where does language come from? 

• The Flood: Why are there natural disasters? 

• The Fall: What is the cause of human 
enmity?



• Bible: not literal account of God’s 
action in creation but human 
interpretation of that creation and 
God found within it 

• Paul: Phronesis, the mind of Christ 
gifted to us, not gnosis, human 
wisdom attained by reason 

• Anselm: ‘faith seeking 
understanding’; God’s love is our 
first proof!  

Faith and Wisdom 
BEYOND KNOWING



Covenant and Constitution:  
The People of the Land and Crossing the Border

FOR THE B IBLE  TELLS  ME SO

NEXT WEEK: Sunday October 9th


