
  

Paul's Letter to the 21st Century 



  

Sex



  

Sex in the 21st Century

Selling Sex: Marketing Tool

Buying Sex: Everything has 
sex appeal now!

Sex as a Civil Right: 
The Human Sexuality Debate 

Sexual Slavery: 
The Body as Commodity 



  

Sex in 
21st Century 
Christianity

From the Bedroom to 
the Pulpit: Christian 

Leadership and Human 
Sexuality

Relative Quiet on what 
constitutes healthy 

sexual relations

Almost Silent on Sex 
Slavery and other 

Exploitation



  

Paul and Sex A Common Image: 
Paul the disapproving 

disciplinarian

Which Paul are you talking 
about?

'Wives, submit to your husbands' 
Ephesians 5:22 

vs
'likewise the husband does not 

have authority over his own body, 
but the wife does' 

1 Corinthians 7:4



  

Sex and 
Ethics



  

Sex and the Basis of Ethics

Sexual immorality is a 
result of not knowing God 

 'that each one of you knows 
how to control your own body 
in holiness and honor, not 
with lustful passion, like the 
Gentiles who do not know 
God'

1 Thessalonians 4:4-5



  

Sex and the Basis of Ethics

The purpose of sexual morality 
is less about a code and more 

about our desire to honor 
others

'that no one wrongs or exploits a 
brother or sister in this matter'

1 Thessalonians 4:6



  

Sex and the Basis for Ethics
Thus, what builds the 

practice of sexual morality is 
the quality of the love 

between human beings 
'Now concerning love of the 

brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anyone write to 
you, for you yourselves have 

been taught by God to love one 
another'

1 Thessalonians 4:9



  

Sex and 
Behavior



  

The Individual and the Community

 'All things are lawful for me, but not all things are benefcial.' 
1 Corinthians 6:12

Individuals may feel the freedom to pursue sexual 
immorality but it is not good for the whole ekklesia. Here 

Paul pits individual choice against communal identity, a 
debate more pressing today than in antiquity perhaps 



  

The Body: 
A Living Temple

Also, those who are birthed 
in Christ have a new 

relationship to their own 
body as a temple emphasizing 

the integral relationship 
between God, Christ, the 

Holy Spirit, and the believer 

'Or do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit within you'
 1 Corinthians 6:19



  

What Constitutes Sexual Immorality?

Behavior that puts self ahead of 
others:

'I am writing to you not to associate 
with anyone who bears the name of 

brother or sister who is sexually 
immoral or greedy, or is an idolater, 

reviler, drunkard, or robber.'
1 Corinthians 5:11



  

New Heart, New Relationality

New life in Christ means that the 
kind of relationships we have 

must honor others, not dishonor 
them

'Do you not know that your bodies 
are members of Christ? Should I 
therefore take the members of 

Christ and make them members of 
a prostitute? Never!'

1 Corinthians 6:15



  

Refect

What do you see society 
around us basing its sexual 

ethics and behavior on?



  

Sex and 
Relationality



  

Other-Oriented Relationality

 'in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. Let 

each of you look not to your 
own interests, but to the 

interests of others'

Philippians 2:3-4



  

Other-Oriented Relationality
A new identity and praxis, to 

be slaves not to the law but to 
one another, that is the true 

nature of freedom  

'For you were called to freedom, 
brothers and sisters; only do not 

use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, 
but through love become slaves 

to one another.'
Galatians 5:13

 



  

Sex and Consumption
The alternative to this 
commitment to the 

other is the destruction 
of one another

  
'If, however, you bite and 
devour one another, take 

care that you are not 
consumed by one another.'

Galatians 5:15 



  

Sex and 
Marriage



  

Mutuality in Marriage 

'The husband should give to his 
wife her conjugal rights, and 

likewise the wife to her husband. 
For the wife does not have 

authority over her own body, but 
the husband does; likewise the 

husband does not have authority 
over his own body, but the wife 

does. 
 1 Corinthians 7:3-4 



  

Marriage as Mutual Salvation

 'Wife, for all you know, you might save your 
husband. Husband, for all you know, you might save 

your wife.'
1 Corinthians 7:16



  

Refect

What do you think the Church 
should be teaching about sex?



  

Next Week

Power
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