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Faith Today

Being a person of faith 
today can feel like being 

part of a dying breed. This 
can be particularly so if we 
belong to an expression of 
the Christian faith that is 
on the decline – such as 
mainline Protestantism – 
and when the talk we do 
hear about God in the 

public arena is alien to us.



  

Church Life in America

Churches are facing a profound paradigm-shift in their place 
in society. For instance, a recent survey found that more 

than 80% of Americans did not attend a public act of 
Christian worship on any given weekend, with only 17.3% of 
the US population actually attending. The study found that 

the trajectory of that trend would mean that by 2020, 
weekend church worship attendance would drop to 14.7%



  

Being an Episcopalian Today
Which image speaks to you?



  

Refect

What does it mean to you to 
be a person of faith in today's 

world?



  

Paul and Faith
From a vast set of 
debates we will 

focus on just one



  

Justifcation



  

Justifcation and 
the Christian 

Journey



  

JustifcationOne of the great debates about 
the nature of the Christian faith 
concerns the thorny question of 

justifcation.

Highly infuenced by its 
Reformation theological roots, 

often protestant views of 
justifcation refer to a once for 
all act of God that put things 
right between us and God, by 
Jesus' sacrifcial death on the 

cross 



  

Justifcation as 
a journey

Yet this dominant view of the 
Christian narrative of justifcation 
is not all that Paul's letters have to 

say

'we know that a person is justifed not 
by the works of the law but through 

faith in Jesus Christ.'
Galatians 2:16

The Greek here, 'dikaioutai'  
(aorist passive) means 'being 

justifed', not an action completed 
once for all but an ongoing process 

of justifcation.
 



  

Justifcation and the Law

The purpose of the law was to deal with transgressions 
not to deal with salvation 

'until the offspring would come to whom the promise had been 
made'

Galatians 3:19 

The law cannot make us alive, it cannot make us righteous 
'For if a law had been given that could make alive, then 

righteousness would indeed come through the law'
Galatians 3:21 



  

Justifcation is a process of 
transformation

Acts of law, acts that are good even, no 
matter how good in fact, do not by 

nature transform us. It is becoming in 
Christ, it is being in Christ that our 
transformation works through us.

This is the crucial argument for Paul in 
defense of his Gentile Converts: that 

the acts of the law do not do anything 
to a person. What transforms us is 

what is an open possibility to all – Jew 
and Gentile – being justifed through 

faith in Christ. 



  

Refect

What has your own journey of 
faith been like? How much 

have you experienced 
transformation?



  

Justifcation 
and Justice



  

Righteousness and Justice
Righteousness and justice: very 
close concepts, the same root 
word in Greek (dikaiosunEn). 
Righteousness leads to the 
world's restoration. 

Paul comes to Rome, the city 
from which Roman ideology 
sees justice fow out of, and 
declares that God's justice is 
revealed once for all from the 
throne of Jesus not Caesar's 
Pax Romana.   



  

Faith as Righteousness and Justice
'Just as Abraham ‘believed God, and it 

was reckoned to him as 
righteousness’, so, you see, those who 

believe are the descendants of 
Abraham'

Galatians 3:6-7

It was Abraham's commitment to 
trust God that led to the 

promotion of God's justice. 
Through Abraham's faith a whole 
nation is established, a covenantal 
people who witness to the world 
God's ways of justice and peace. 



  

Faith as 
Faithfulness

The analogy of marriage: faithfulness in marriage is more 
than the fact of being married, it is about a lifelong 

commitment to the other over the self and to be willing 
to be transformed by that commitment.

The point of being human is to turn to God in Christ for 
the sake of the world over the self and so through being 

part of a new community, God restores his creation.



  

Refect

What does your faith have to 
do with other people?



  

Next Forum Series
Advent: Four Sundays in December

Incarnation
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