
     ST. ANDREW'S BY-THE-SEA      
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rough Guide to Hebrew Bible
Week Seven: Still Searching for God (Psalms, Job, Esther)

I. Will the real God please stand up?

___________________________________

II. God of  the Wisdom Tradition 
1. The Female Divine - Sophia (σοφία)

1. There are instances in the book of  Proverbs where Wisdom is personified as a female.
1. In Proverbs 9:1-6 she is  depicted as  a figure with a home inviting those in need of  

wisdom to enter. She says "Come, eat of  my bread and drink of  the wine I have mixed. 
Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of  insight." 

2. In Proverbs 8:15-21, she not only identifies herself  as the divine companion, but also as  
the source of  order in society and success in life.

3. In chapter 31:10 she is personified as the ideal woman for an Israelite man in a section 
titled Ode to a Capable Wife.

2. There is debate about the status and place of  Woman Wisdom in relation to the divine. 
Some have interpreted her as a companion to the divine, an abstraction, an extension to the 
divine, or a Goddess

2. The Biblical Wisdom Tradition 
1. Biblical books are classified as wisdom literature:

1. Job , Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Psalms , Song of  Songs , Wisdom of  Solomon (Apocrypha), 
Sirach/Ecclesiasticus (Apocrypha)

2. Israel's Answer: Von Rad, the preeminent Hebrew Bible scholar has characterized the 
Psalms as Israel's answer to their particular and historical experience of  God

3. Wisdom books introduce opportunities to express displeasure, pain, fear, and dispassion to 
God in productive ways. Rather than mere discouragement of  such emotions, wisdom texts 
particularly seek to rationalize these human reactions to life and emphasize that they are not 
excuses to avoid contact with God, but just like joy are to be expressed and lived with. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisdom_literature
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Question for Self-Reflection: Which of  these four conceptions of  God 
do you think is most prevalent as an understanding of  God in society 
today?
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3. The Wisdom Tradition and Mysticism 
1. Distinct:  It is  now thought that the Wisdom Tradition is a tradition that survived much of 

Israel's history as a distinct theological tradition  

2. Meaning: The meaning of  life's events cannot be fathomed by studying the world alone, but are 
part of  the divine mystery 

3. Wisdom and the Logos in John: with God in the beginning 
1. Proverbs 8: 22-23, 29-30: Wisdom with God at Creation – The Spirit? 
The LORD possessed me in the beginning of  his way, before his works of  old. 
I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning…
...When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when 
he appointed the foundations of  the earth: 
Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always 
before him; 

2. John 1: 1-3, 14: The Word/Logos the Creator – The Son
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made...
...And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of  
the only begotten of  the Father,) full of  grace and truth. 

4. For the Journey: The ways of  God cannot be fathomed but we are to embrace the mystery of  
God, even in suffering
1. The message of  Job and the question of  theodicy: Why do bad things happen?

1. Everything taken from him: family, livelihood, health 
2. Clinging  onto  faith,  despite  the  protests  of  this  wife  and the  argumentation  of  his 

friends
3. Finally, God answers him from the whirlwind, not to offer an answer, but to re-state that 

He is God:  

Job 38:1-4 
Then the LORD answered Job out of  the whirlwind, and said:
“Who is this who darkens counsel By words without knowledge?
Now prepare yourself  like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me.
“Where were you when I laid the foundations of  the earth?
Tell Me, if  you have understanding.
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Question for Self-Reflection: How much are you willing to accept 
mystery in the face of  suffering?
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III. The Death of  God or the beginning of  Life?  
 

1. Esther and the Silence of  God 
1. Esther: the Book that never names God

2. Salvation from another quarter: Esther 4:14 For if  you remain completely silent at this time, 
relief  and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house  
will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
1. Esther is called to speak up in place of  a God who says nothing 

3. Death of  God: How the Holocaust changed our understanding of  God; how the experience of 
exile changed the ancient people of  Israel's

4. Bonhoeffer: Living as if  God were not, as people come of  age:  having to think as theologians 
without the reliance of  an idea of  a God who will swoop in to rescue us

5. An Evolving Theology: What the Hebrew Bible teaches us, when we look at it as a whole, is 
that  our  understanding of  God is  not  to sit  still  in  one place,  but  to always be  a  work in 
progress. Such a life that is still searching for God is a life that takes the maxim of  Deuteronomy 
seriously: 

Deuteronomy 6:5  You shall love the  LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul,  
and with all your strength.
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Question for Self-Reflection: Where does this series leave you on 
your own search for God?


