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Rough Guide to Hebrew Bible
Week One: Origins and Identity 

Part One: Introduction 
1. Reading the Bible Three Ways: Behind, with, and in front of  the text 

2. Ancient Israel in 60 seconds: Nomadic – Settlement – Kingdom – Exile – Return – Colonization 

3. Reading the Bible again for the first time: Your role in utilizing these three boards  

4. Mapping out the Hebrew Bible: Types of  literature 

____________________________

Part Two: Origins 
1. BIBLE: Myths of  Universal Origins – Genesis 1 and Enuma Elish
1. The Enuma Elish is a Babylonian myth of  creation recounting the struggle between cosmic order and 

chaos.

2. Written sometime in the 12th century BC in cuneiform on seven clay tablets, they were found in the  
middle 19th century in the ruins of  the palace of  Ashurbanipal in Nineveh. 

3. Similarities to Genesis 1: Formless and empty; not yet named; over the waters 
1. Enuma Elish
When the skies above were not yet named 
Nor earth below pronounced by name...
...When yet no gods were manifest, 
Nor names pronounced, nor destinies decreed, 
Then gods were born within them.

2. Genesis 1
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of  the deep, and the Spirit of  God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 
“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

4. Other myths of  origins: Noah and the question of  natural disasters; Babel and the question of 
language 

2. CONTEXT: Science and religion and the classroom battle of  origins (creationism vs evolutionary 
theory)

Core Question: Does the nature of  that universe mean that there is something that ordered it?
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1. William Paley: The Divine Watchmaker (1802)

2. Intelligent design vs creationism

3. What the struggle over evolutionary theory being taught in the classroom is about: the authority of 
the Bible and how we approach reading it

____________________________

Part Three: Identity  
1. BIBLE: Myths of  Judaic Origins – Abraham and the centrality of  covenantal theology 

The covenants of  land and progeny (Chapter 12) 
There is nothing special about Abram which provokes God's call  on his life. Theologically,  God's call is 
entirely His own choice and is not predicated on Abram righteousness . God promises to make him a 
great nation with a great name, and a blessing which will extend through him to the whole earth. All that  
God  requires  of  Abram  is  that  he  has  faith  in  God's  promise.  Abram  places  his  faith  in  God,  and 
demonstrates this by moving his entire family to a land of  which he doesn't know. 

Major Covenants of  the Hebrew Bible 
1. God’s covenant with Noah that he would not destroy the earth again (Genesis 9:11)
2. God’s covenant of  progeny (12:2) and land (12:7) with Abraham (Abram) (Genesis 12:2, 7)
3. God’s covenant with Jacob reaffirming the covenant of  land and progeny made to Abraham (Genesis 
35:12) 
4. God’s covenant of  Torah with Moses (Exodus 20). See Deut: 11:18-21 – this is the way of  life, a complete 
way of  life
5. God’s covenant with David that his descendants would sit on the throne of  Israel forever (2 Samuel 7:13-
16)

2. CONTEXT: Chosen people: God's chosen and manifest destiny in the new Israel 

Core Question: How much would you agree that America has seen itself  as the new Israel?

______________________________
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