
  

Paul's Letter to the 21st Century 



  

Six 21st Century Themes
Seven 1st Century Letters

Themes: 
Identity, Money, Sex, 
Power, Community, 

Faith

Letters: 
The Seven 

Undisputed Epistles 
of Paul



  

Identity



  

Identity in the 21st Century

This is a time, 
perhaps 

unparalleled in 
human history, in 
the rate at which 

human identity is in 
fux



  

Clash of Civilizations

The hijab and the 
iPod, perhaps two of 

the most iconic images 
of identity of our time. 
On one hand a symbol 
of otherness, on the 

other a symbol of what 
we share



  

National Identity and the 
Dreams of the Past

Los Angeles in 
the 1950's: 

confdent, white, 
pioneering 



  

American and Afraid

Lee Douglas, a dentist 
from Nashville, TN, 
anti-Shariah activist 

against "infltration" of 
Islam in government.

Reality of Muslim 
presence in US: 2.1% 



  

Faith and Identity

The Jesus of the 24 hour news cycle, a 
polarized society, and the Anglican 

commitment to difference  



  

Turning to Paul

Paul is not easy to 
embrace

There are multiple 
Pauls 

It is 2000 year-old 
community 

business



  

Paul has a lot to offer to our 
struggle for identity in a new reality

Everything had 
changed for Paul: 

Culture, Context, 
History, Hope



  

Seven Insights into 
Christian Identity 



  

I: Beyond Divisions

'There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus.'  Galatians 3:28 



  

II: Beyond Identity Markers

'For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is 
anything; but a new creation is everything!'

Galatians 6:15



  

III: Beyond the old self 

 'we have been buried with 
him by baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in 
newness of life.'

Romans 6:4



  

No longer enslaved in trying to 
hit the mark 

 'We know that our old self was crucifed with 
him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, 

and we might no longer be enslaved to sin'
Romans 6:6



  

No longer enslaved to being 
identifed by consumption

 'the wages of sin is 
death, but the free 

gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.'
Romans 6:23



  

Refect

What shapes 
your identity?



  

IV: Into a New Mind 

'Let the same mind be 
in you that was in 

Christ Jesus'
Philippians 2:5



  

V: Into a Self-Emptying Life

'Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death― even death on a cross.'  Philippians  2:6-8



  

Refect

What do you count as 
practical wisdom?



  

VI: Into A Life That Suffers

'To the present hour we are 
hungry and thirsty, we are 
poorly clothed and beaten 
and homeless, and we grow 
weary from the work of our 
own hands. When reviled, we 
bless; when persecuted, we 
endure; when slandered, we 

speak kindly.'
1 Corinthians 4:11-13



  

VII: Being One

'by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you 

should be in agreement and 
that there should be no 

divisions among you, but that 
you should be united in the 
same mind and the same 

purpose.'
1 Corinthians 1:10 



  

Next Week

Money
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