
  

Paul's Letter to the 21st Century 



  

Power



  

The Power of 
Persuasion



  

The Architecture of Power

Four interrelated forms by 
which power relations in Roman 

imperial society were 
maintained: 

- Power by military conquest 

- Power by imperial cult 

- Power by patronage system
 

 - Power by rhetoric. 



  

The Power of Rhetoric

Roman leaders understood that there were 
two basic motives for conformity to 

dominant order: fear and consent. Consent 
was gained via persuasion



  

The Pen and the Sword
By the time of Nero and 
toward the end of Paul's 
mission, Roman nobles 
realized that rhetoric could 
be a practical substitute for 
making war. E.g. Seneca 
writes of Nero refecting, 
'With me the sword is hidden, 
nay is sheathed' Clem. 49 – 
although in truth not 
sheathed for long



  

The Age of 
Roman 
Power



  

The Golden Age of Roman Power

The poets of the 
Augustinian principate 
hailed a golden age, the 

banishing of war, the return 
of Faith and Justice to rule 

over the earth, the 
fourishing of Law and 

Right, a food of piety, all 
embodied in the person of 

the Augustus himself 



  

The Gospel of Power

The gospel of Greek cities 
such as Corinth was the 

salvation of the peace and 
security established by 

Augustus and his 
successors, proclaimed on 

coins, inscriptions, sacrifces 
in temples



  

An Alternative Narrative

Paul's gospel is based upon 
the opposite of imperial 

values – a leader of a 
subjected people crucifed 

for his resistance – and was 
politically risky because it 

was suicidal to set up 
alternatives to the Roman 

dominant narrative



  

Refect

What sort of relationship to 
the rhetoric of power do you 
see the Church having today?



  

Paul's 
Rhetoric of 
Resistance



  

We Preach Christ Crucifed
'None of the rulers of this age 

understood this; for if they had, they 
would not have crucifed the Lord of 

glory.' 
1 Corinthians 2:8

Preaching that Christ had been raised 
from the dead and thus vindicated by 

God and exalted as heavenly Lord 
replaces those Greek heroes and 

deifed Roman emperors in celestial 
glory with the crucifed Christ who is 
about to destroy 'every ruler and every 

authority and power' 
1 Corinthians 15:24-28



  

An Alternative Rhetoric

'But our citizenship is in heaven, 
and it is from there that we are 

expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.' 

Philippians 3:20 

These are Caesar titles, of 
which Philippi is a colonial 
outpost, a parody of Jesus' 

empire of which the Philippian 
church is an outpost, and is the 

reality of God's empire



  

An Alternative Reality
Through the cross Paul is crucifed to 

the world and the world to him  
'May I never boast of anything except the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucifed to me, and I to 

the world.' 
Galatians 6:14

This cross, the way by which God 
reveals true power in the form of 

imperial power over against Jesus, is 
how the way of the world dies in Paul. 

The kingship of Caesar dies. The 
kingship of the self also dies. 



  

Refect

What is your relationship to 
power and does being a 

Christian change any of that?



  

Next Week

Community
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