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Rough Guide to Hebrew Bible
Session Four: Exile and Judgment (Amos, Hosea, First Isaiah, Micah) 

I. Exile in the Bible and Archeology
1. The Biblical Text

2 Kings 18:10b-12
So Samaria was captured in Hezekiah’s sixth year, which was the ninth year of  Hoshea king of  Israel. 11 The 
king of  Assyria deported Israel to Assyria and settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in 
towns of  the Medes. 12 This happened because they had not obeyed the LORD their God, but had violated his 
covenant—all that Moses the servant of  the LORD commanded. They neither listened to the commands nor  
carried them out. 

2. The Archeological Evidence 

3. The History 
1. Northern Kingdom (Israel) fell to Assyrian Empire (722 BCE)
2. Southern Kingdom, after a century of  vassalage to Assyrian Empire, fell to Babylonian Empire  

in 586 (BCE) with the fall of  Jerusalem and the destruction of  the Temple
_______________________________

II. What was the significance of  Exile?
1. What we have seen so far in this series

1. Creation and myths of  origins
Theological Claim: God is at the origins of  all things

2. Abraham and the covenantal relationship with God
Theological Claim: Personal relationship with God is divinely ordained

3. Exodus and the struggle of  the powers for kingship
Theological Claim: The God of  Israel is above all gods and rulers 

4. Conquest and the terrible imagination 
Theological Claim: God gives victory to His people and fulfills His promises

5. Law and the foundation for life on earth
Theological Claim: God ordains and orders how we should live our lives on earth
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'In my third campaign I marched against Hatti. Luli, king of  Sidon, whom the terror-inspiring glamor  
of  my lordship had overwhelmed, fled far overseas and perished.... As to Hezekiah, the Jew, he did not  
submit to my yoke, I laid siege to his strong cities, walled forts, and countless small villages, and  
conquered them by means of  well-stamped earth-ramps and battering-rams brought near the walls with  
an attack by foot soldiers, using mines, breeches as well as trenches. I drove out 200,150 people, young  
and old, male and female, horses, mules, donkeys, camels, big and small cattle beyond counting, and  
considered them slaves. Himself  I made a prisoner in Jerusalem, his royal residence, like a bird in a 
cage. I surrounded him with earthwork in order to molest those who were his city's gate. Thus I reduced 
his country, but I still increased the tribute and the presents to me as overlord which I imposed upon him 
beyond the former tribute, to be delivered annually...' 
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2. The fivefold crisis of  exile
1. The covenant of  Land
2. The covenant of  Progeny
3. Torah
4. Temple
5. Relationship with YHWH

3. Text vs Historical Evidence: Why the exile? 
1. Historical Evidence: Israel and then Judah were conquered by greater regional powers
2. Theological problem with this view: YHWH cannot be defeated
3. Therefore, exile must be an action of  God: punishment!

_______________________________

III. Why Exile? 
1. The judgment of  apostasy

Hosea 5: 3b-4
I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from me; for now, O Ephraim, you have played the whore; Israel is 
defiled. 4 Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. For the spirit of  whoredom is within them, 
and they do not know the Lord.

 

2. The judgment of  oppression 

Amos 2:6-7
Thus says the Lord:
For three transgressions of  Israel, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment;
because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of  sandals— 
7 they who trample the head of  the poor into the dust of  the earth, and push the afflicted out of  the way;
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Question for Self-Reflection: How do you feel about the idea of  God 
judging us for how much we practice justice?

Question for Self-Reflection: How do you feel about the idea of  God 
being jealous and punishing those who do not believe in Him but who 
follow other ways?


