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Rough Guide to Hebrew Bible
Session Five: Return and the mercy of  the God of  history 

(Second Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) 

I. God in motion
1. The theological progression of  Israel's doctrine of  God: 

1. Canaanite polytheism
2. Kingdom monotheism
3. Exilic syncretism
4. Colonial universalism 

II. A Second Exodus 
1. BIBLE: Second Isaiah: The second exodus and the mercy of  the God of  creation 

1. The new thing of  the second Exodus:  is that God will reverse his judgement of  exile and 
bring His people back, by the power of  His hand

2. Isaiah 40:30-31

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not 
be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

The “wings of  eagles” language comes from Exodus 19:4, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore  
you on eagles’ wings.”

3. Isaiah 43:16-18

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings forth 
chariot and horse, army and warrior… Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

Isaiah 51:10-11

Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of  the great deep, who made the depths of  the sea 
a way for the redeemed to pass over? And the ransomed of  the Lord shall return and come to Zion 
with singing.

2. CONTEXT: Freedom in exile: Tibet's struggle with history  
1. The Tibetan way of  life shuns violent struggle in the face of  suffering

2. Four Noble Truths of  Buddhism
"I teach suffering, its origin, cessation and path. That's all I teach", declared Buddha 2500 years ago.

3. The truth of  suffering (Dukkha)
4. The truth of  the origin of  suffering (Samudāya)
5. The truth of  the cessation of  suffering (Nirodha)
6. The truth of  the path to the cessation of  suffering (Magga)

1
St. Andrew's Mission

To serve, to celebrate, and to share the love of  God



     ST. ANDREW'S BY-THE-SEA      
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Buddha is often compared to a physician. In the first two Noble Truths he diagnosed the problem (suffering) 
and identified its cause. The third Noble Truth is the realization that there is a cure. The fourth Noble Truth, in 
which the Buddha set out the Eightfold Path, is the prescription, the way to achieve a release from suffering. 

III. God re-writes the rules of  engagement 
1. BIBLE: Ezekiel and Jeremiah: The holiness of  God beyond the holy place

1. God’s presence is never limited to a space and time
1. Ezekiel 11: 16

16 “Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Although I sent them far away among the nations  
and scattered them among the countries, yet for a little while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries  
where they have gone.’

2. Ezekiel 10:18-19
18 Then the glory of  the LORD departed from over the threshold of  the temple and stopped above the  
cherubim. 19 While I watched, the cherubim spread their wings and rose from the ground, and as they went,  
the wheels went with them.

2. God's holiness goes out to dwell with His people, like the River of  Life; a new Eden
Ezekiel 47:1-2, 6b-9
1 The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple,  and I saw water coming out from under the 
threshold of  the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under  
the south side of  the temple, south of  the altar. 2 He then brought me out through the north gate and led me  
around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the south side. 
Then he led me back to the bank of  the river. 7 When I arrived there, I saw a great number of  trees on each  
side of  the river. 8 He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah,  
where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into the sea, the salty water there becomes fresh. 9 Swarms of  
living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of  fish, because this water flows  
there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live

3. God changes how we might encounter Him

2. CONTEXT: Spiritual but not religious 
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Question for Self-Reflection: How much do you find this image of 
the river flowing out of  the Temple speaks to you of  our current day 
phenomenon of  people stating that they are spiritual but not 
religious?

Question for Self-Reflection: Is the way on non-violence opposition a 
more fitting response to oppression than the dominant response 
found in Christian history? 


